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geroi) who nobly served in the name of their Fatherland, a young boy will 
subconsciously orient his future activities in the same direction, even while 
still at his school desk.”3+ This was why Pravosudovich, like most school 
headmasters and teachers from the Vil’na educational district who took 
part in this commission, suggested devoting particular attention to various 


visual methods for teaching history. On November 11, 1909, immediately 


33 See: Jolita Mulevičiūtė, “Kova dėl vaizduotės: vizualinė Rusijos imperijos propaganda Šiaurės vakarų 
krašte,” Lietuvių katalikų mokslo akademijos metraštis 38 (2014): 129-47. 
34 Protokoly zasedanii komissii, 81. 
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after the end of the commission’s work, a separate museum of visual teach- 
ing material was established under the Kovna Schools Directorate (Muzei 
nagliadnykh posobii grafa M.I. Platova pri Kovenskoi direkcii narodnykh 
uchilishch) at the initiative of the board of the Vil’na educational district. 
This collection included historical and geographical teaching material illus- 
trating “the cultural life of the Russian nation” and “the richness of nature 
in the Russian Empire.” 

Between 1905 and 1915, the board of the Vil’na educational district as 
well as teachers who frequently participated in the congresses previously 
mentioned in this chapter, suggested devoting more attention to integrat- 
ing the subjects of history, geography, and Russian literature. It seems they 
hoped to use this interdisciplinarity to achieve better results. Vissarion 
Alekseev, the overseer of the Vil’na educational district (1914-15), paid par- 
ticular attention to the integration of history, geography, and Russian liter- 
ature. He instructed state gymnasium teachers to prepare integrated histo- 
ry and Russian language and history and geography curricula.*° 

At the congress of teachers of Russian language and literature held in 
Vil’na in 1908, teachers were encouraged to devote special attention not 
just to the historical-literary importance of works of Russian literature, 
but also to the ideological, aesthetic, historical-social, and especially na- 
tional (natsional naia) significance of works of fiction.37 In 1910 in the of- 
ficial pedagogical publication Narodnoe obrazovanie v Vilenskom ucheb- 
nom okruge, Adrian Krukovskii, a Russian language teacher at the First 
State Boys’ Gymnasium and the private V. M. Prozorova Girls’ Gymna- 


sium, both in Vil’na, shared his experience on how to effectively use Rus- 


35 By 1911, the museum already had 1,928 different kinds of visual material. It had collected historical 
maps and school atlases prepared by Dobriakov, descriptions of the nations of the Russian Empire by 
Ianchuk, and Russian geographical images by Borzov. The museum was not particularly popular with 
schoolchildren: only fifty-nine schoolchildren visited it in 1910, 129 in 1911, fifteen in 1912, ninety-nine in 
1913, and seventy-eight in 1914. For more information, see Katalog muzeia uchebnykh nagliadnykh posobii 
grafa M.I. Platova pri Kovenskoi direkcii narodnykh uchilishch (Kaunas: Gubernskaia tipografiia, 1911). 

36 See Materialy po organizacii shkol nogo obucheniia na nachalakh nauchnoi pedagogiki (Vilnius: Tipografiia 
A.G. Syrkina, 1915). 

37 Protokoly zasedanii komissii prepodavatelei russkogo iazyka i slovesnosti Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga, 
proiskhodivshikh 2-9 ianvaria 1908 goda v g. Vilne (Vilnius: Gubernskaia tipografiia, 1908), 15. 
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sian literature when teaching history. He suggested using works by Rus- 
sian writers because “they are so good at presenting historical events, they 
become very close to the pupils’ hearts.” In this way, Krukovskii recom- 
mended using works by Aleksandr Pushkin to cover the times of Peter I; 
the work of Alexei Tolstoi to illustrate the times of Ivan IV; and the poet- 
ry of Vasilii Zhukovskii and Mikhail Lermontov to explore the events of 
1812.38 He also suggested paying particular attention to the commemora- 
tion of the anniversaries of the birth and death of Nikolai Gogol (1809- 
52), the Russian national (zatsional’nyi) writer who declared “national 
unity” based on common statehood (obshaia gosudarstvennost’) and used 
standard Russian (obshche-russkii iazyk) in his work.’ A separate resolu- 
tion regarding the integration of history and geography was passed at the 
congress of teachers of the physical and natural sciences held in February 
and March 1908; it was approved by the Overseers’ Board under the board 
of the Vil’na educational district. 

Sergei Medvedev, a history and geography teacher at the Vil’na Teach- 
ers’ Institute and the Vil’na Jewish Teachers’ Institute and one of the key 
participants in the meeting, stressed that a great deal of attention should be 
paid not just to Russian history, but to Russian geography as well, “so that 
the future son of the fatherland (otechestvo) is well aware of all the fields of 
modern life.”4° That is why Medvedev, whose opinion was supported by 
other teachers at the congress, suggested dividing the geography course into 
two parts: physical geography and political-economic geography, and plac- 
ing geography in the history-philology faculties. However, congress attend- 
ees insisted on devoting time to school excursions, a relatively new means of 


teaching history and geography.” 


38 Adrian Krukovskii, “Otechestvennye pisateli v narodnoi shkole, Narodnoe obrazovanie v Vilenskom 
uchebnom okruge 1 (1910): 22-23. 

39 Adrian Krukovskii, “Gogoľ kak natsional’nyi russkii pisatel,” Narodnoe obrazovanie v Vilenskom 
uchebnom okruge 5 (1908): 107-09. 

40 S'ezd prepodavatelei matematiki, fiziki, estetstvovedeniia i geografii, 39. 


41 For more about the excursions, see the chapter by Jolita Mulevičiūtė in this volume. 
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School Excursions 


In state schools in the Russian Empire starting in 1900-01, excursions be- 
came an increasingly important pedagogical tool. At the time, the Minis- 
try of Education published circulars on the organization of excursions. The 
board of the Vil’na educational district only started paying more attention 
to school excursions in 1910, when it put out its own separate publication 
providing information on how to organize school excursions.** 

At the congress of teachers of the natural and physical sciences held in 
February and March 1908, another topic of discussion was how much at- 
tention should be paid to “nearby” (blizhnie) versus “distant” (dal’nie) ex- 
cursions, that is, those beyond the boundaries of the Northwest Region. 
Most teachers, including even Turtsevich, were in favor of excursions with- 
in the financial reach of students, which meant trips to nearby destinations, 
such as museums and archives, Orthodox churches, castles, and other ar- 
chitectural monuments in the Northwest Region. For example, in 1901, 
Turtsevich organized an excursion for the pupils of the First Boys’ Gymna- 
sium in Vil’na to Troki. During the excursion, he explained that there were 
many Orthodox churches, and also that Catholicism only started becom- 
ing more established during the seventeenth century in Troki. Until then, 
Russians had made up the majority of the population in the town, and Rus- 
sian had been the state language. That is why he concluded that since its 
founding, Troki had “more Russian than Polish characteristics.”* 

At this same congress, a resolution was passed requiring the Vil’na Ped- 
agogical Museum (Vilenskii pedagogicheskii muzei) to prepare a sepa- 
rate catalogue of local points of interest and commence with archaeolog- 
ical excavation work.*4 In 1909, at the initiative of the board of the Vil’na 


educational district, Evdokim Romanov, the chairman of the Northwest 


42 Opisanie ekskursii uchashchikhsia v Vilenskom uchebnom okruge ZA I9IO god. Po porucheniu upravleniia 
Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga (Vilnius: Tipografija Iosifa Zavadzkogo, 1911). 

43 Arsenii Turtsevich, Trokskii zamok (istoricheskii ocherk) (Vilnius: Tipografiia A.G. Syrkina, 1901), 19. 

44 S'ezd prepodavatelei russkogo iazyka i istorii, 18; S'ezd prepodavatelei matematiki, fiziki, estetstvovedeniia 


i geografii, 56. 
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Region’s branch of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, prepared 
separate recommendations to state secondary school teachers on how to or- 
ganize archaeological digs in the Northwest Region.‘ 

Some of the teachers who worked in the Vil’na educational district and 
some of its board members, however, were more in favor of distant excur- 
sions beyond the borders of the northwest provinces. Aleksandr Vrutsevich 
was the first to express this kind of opinion at the congress. He was a geog- 
raphy teacher at the Vil’na Real (Practical) School and a member of the Rus- 
sian nationalist organization the Russian Borderland Union (Russkii okrain- 
nyi soiuz).*° He stated that schoolchildren should visit distant parts of the 
Russian Empire, and called on the teachers organizing these kinds of excur- 
sions to stress “how the situation of each corner of the empire changed once 
it became part of the Russian Empire, i.e., to illustrate the cultural mission 
that the imperial Russian government was performing in the land.”47 His 
opinion was supported by Semion Kovaliuk, the director of a private boys’ 
gymnasium in Vil’na and chairman of the Russian nationalist organization, 
the Peasant (Krest’ianin), who participated in the commission to offer op- 
portunities to accelerate the moral, intellectual, and physical development 
of students, which was formed by the board of the Vil’na educational dis- 
trict. Kovaliuk was convinced that distant excursions “would give pupils the 
opportunity to test their knowledge of geography, history, archaeology, and 
ethnography acquired from books, and allow them to get a better sense of 


the grandeur and might of the whole Russian Empire.”** That is why when 


45 “Kratkie ukazaniia dlia soversheniia arkheologicheskikh ekskursii srednimi uchebnymi zavedeniiami 
Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga. Zapiska chlena vremennoi komissii po ustroistvu i upravleniiu Vilenskoi 
publichnoi bibliotekoi i muzeem E. Romanova,” in Protokoly zasedanii komissii, 158. 

46 Vrutsevich graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of St. Petersburg. Between 1905 and 1915, 
he was the editor of the periodical publication Kvest’ianin. In an article in 1907 devoted to the opening of 
the Vil’na branch of the Russian Borderland Union (Vilenskii okrainni soiiuz), Vrutsevich described the 
activity guidelines for the Russian population in the Northwest Region as follows: “State-wide matters are 
of secondary importance to us because with our weak local forces, we cannot expect to have any serious 
influence on one or another decision. We have a special task: to defend the state’s interests here, as it 
is in this way that we can serve state-wide (obshchegosudarstvennym) interests.” Aleksandr Vrutsevich, 
“Otkrytie Vilenskogo otdela ‘Russkogo okrainnogo soiuza’,” Krest’ianin 13-14 (1907): 195. I am grateful 
to Vytautas Petronis for the reference to this periodical publication. 

47 Sezd prepodavatelei matematiki, fiziki, estetstvovedeniia i geografii, 40. 

48 Protokoly zasedanii komissii, 8. Kovaliuk was a graduate of the Vil’na Teachers’ Institute. In 1912, he was 
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editing Zor’ka (Morning Star, 1905-12), the only periodical publication in 
Russian for children, for the Vil’na educational district, Kovaliuk present- 
ed visual material from the internal provinces of the Russian Empire alone.*? 

Grigorii Levitskii, the overseer of the Vil’na educational district (1908- 
12), also realized the importance of school excursions to distant locations. 
In 1910, he appealed to the directors of state boys’ secondary schools, urging 
them to organize excursions to Siberia and the Caucasus. Students’ parents 
paid for these excursions, and the Vil’na educational district helped nego- 
tiate a discount for train tickets. Levitskii was certain that “by familiariz- 
ing themselves with such far-off parts of the Russian Empire, their natural 
surroundings, the everyday life and customs of the local population, youths 
would be able to feel the whole majesty of the Fatherland (otechestvo), which 
would encourage them to love their fatherland even more, and work for the 
benefit of the Fatherland.”’° However, Levitskii’s proposed school excur- 
sions to Vladivostok and Murmansk never took place due to a lack of partic- 
ipation. On his orders, an excursion to Turkestan did eventually take place 
in 1911, thanks to the efforts of Sergei Medvedev, the director of the Kovna 
Boys’ Gymnasium, who managed to persuade only thirty-four pupils from 
the whole Vil’na educational district to go on the school trip. 

It is difficult to say what influence this excursion and others like it actual- 
ly had on students’ views of the Russian Empire. However, one participant of 
the Turkestan excursion, a seventh-grade student named Georgii Archipovich 


from the Pinsk Real (Practical) School, shared these impressions: 


Before the trip, I had almost no understanding of what Turkestan, or the 


southeast part of the Russian Empire in general, was. Now I can imagine 


elected chairman of the Vil’na Russian Nationalist Union (Vilenskii russkii natsional’nyi soiuz). On April 
18, 1912, Kovaliuk and other members of Russian nationalist organizations were received by the education 
minister Kasso. During the meeting, Kovaliuk drew the minister’s attention to the fact that the Catholic 
clergy in the Northwest Region were seeking to teach religion in schools in Polish, thereby “polonizing” 
Belorussians, for whom religion had to be taught in Russian. 

49 For example, the magazine Zor ka featured illustrations with captions such as: “View over Volga, Tver’, 
Kazan.” 

so Circular published by the overseer of the Vil’na educational district, Levitskii, to the directors of boys’ 


gymnasiums in the Vilna educational district, November 19, 1910, LVIA, f. 567, ap. 1, b. 1856, 134, 
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just how large our great Fatherland (nashe otechestvo) actually is, how beau- 
tiful the Volga and the Caucasus are, and how desolate the natural sur- 
roundings of Turkestan are. Having visited all these parts of the Father- 


land, my fatherland (moia rodina) has become especially dear to me.*! 


While we cannot determine whether these thoughts authentically con- 
veyed what he felt, we can say with some confidence that his impressions, 
printed in an official publication, complied with the narrative promoted by 
the officials behind these excursions. 

However, the Vil’na educational district administration had the goal of 
“correcting” the image of the “motherland” in a way that would better suit its 
needs. For example, this was done with Vil’na, where some of the students or 
their families originated. As Darius Stalitinas has noted, in the Russian dis- 
course, Vil’na was undoubtedly treated as a Russian city early on: the origins 
of its name were Russian, Russians made up a significant percentage of the 
population since its very founding, and Eastern Christianity was established 
there first.°* That is why, when visiting Vil’na, the pupils at boys’ and girls’ 
gymnasiums and teacher training colleges had to visit the Monastery of the 
Holy Spirit, along with other Orthodox churches and the monuments erect- 
ed in honor of Murav’ev and Catherine II.’ Visiting the Murav’ev museum 
was compulsory for students and future teachers, as was the tour of the 
Vil’na Public Library (Vilenskaia publichnaia biblioteka). It was at the library 
that students were shown legal documents from the period of the “Lithua- 
nian-Russian state,” written in “Russian, not Polish,”54 giving further cre- 


dence to the idea of Russian cultural domination in Vil’na and the general 


sı Opisanie ekskursii vospitannikov srednikh uchebnyckh zavedenii Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga v Turkestan 
letom 1911 goda (Kaunas: Gubernskaia tipografiia, 1911), 178. Sergei Medvedev, the director of the Kovna 
boys’ gymnasium, organized this excursion. Forty-three students from various boys’ schools in the Vil‘na 
educational district took part in this excursion. As in other cases, the authorities of the education district 
did not provide any financial support for it and only took care of discount for train ticket. 

52 Stalitinas, “Poland and Russia?,” 77. 

s3 For example, in 1910, forty-one school excursions were organized in the Vil’na educational district. Of 
these, twenty-eight named Vilna as their destination. 

54 A publication on school excursions from 1910 featured a detailed plan of what sights should be visited in 
Vil’na and, accordingly, the “narrative” about these sights that should be presented. See Opisanie ekskursii 
uchashchikhsia v Vilenskom uchebnom okruge, 119-22. 
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“Lithuanian—Russian state” promoted in history and geography textbooks. 
Thus, the local education administration, as well as teachers who organized 
“Russian” tours around Vilna,’ sent the younger generation the message that 
the Northwest Region and Vil’na, “its capital,” was not just a part of the Rus- 


sian Empire, but also a part of Russian national territory. 
State Holidays and Commemorations 


A “Russian” celebration to mark the birth of Nicholas II, son of Alexander II 
and the heir to the throne, was organized in 1868 at the initiative of Pompei 
Batiushkoy, the overseer of the Vil’na educational district (1868-69). Pupils 
from Vil’na gymnasiums and rabbinical and folk schools (it is claimed that 
around a thousand schoolchildren participated) were invited to Antakalnis 
forest to celebrate with food and the singing of Russian songs.°* After 1905, 
seeking to nurture patriotic feelings and respect for the ruling dynasty, 
the local education administration also encouraged active participation by 
pupils in the tricentennial of the beginning of the Romanov dynasty and 
commemorations marking the events of 1812, the Battle of Poltava, and the 
abolition of serfdom. In order to encourage their participation in anniver- 
saries and public commemorations, the board of the Vil’na educational dis- 
trict sought to prepare local teachers ideologically by sending out separate 
instructions and encouraging teachers to organize suitable historical publi- 
cations. In this way, at the initiative of the local education administration, 
the afore-mentioned teachers Orlovskii and Kudrinskii both wrote about 
events during the 1812 war in Grodna Province and in Vil’na; Dmitrii Dov- 
giallo, a history teacher in several state schools across Vil’na, wrote about 


the importance of the Battle of Poltava.%” 


55 For example, Flavian Dobrianskii, who initially worked as a history and geography teacher at the Vil’na 
Teachers’ Institute and was later appointed director of the Vil’na Jewish Teachers’ Institute, prepared three 
“Russian” guides to Vil’na. In 1882, he compiled a separate account about the Manuscript Department at 
the Vil’na Public Library in Church Slavonic and Russian. 

56 See Vytautas Petronis, “Vilnius ir vilniečiai: miesto ir bendruomenių kaitos bruožai XIX a. antrosios 
pusės oficialiojoje spaudoje,” Lietuvos istorijos metrastis 1 (2016): 43-44. 

57 Evstafii Orlovskii, Grodnenskaia guberniia v 1812 godu (istoricheskii ocherk) (Grodna: Gubernskaia 
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In order to ensure the deeper emotional impact of participating in state 
holidays and at commemorations of historic events, local teachers organized 
thematic excursions and illustrated lectures, taught patriotic songs, and en- 
couraged students to write historical poems, organize theatrical performanc- 
es, and participate in military parades. For example, as part of the celebra- 
tions marking the tricentennial of the Romanov dynasty, pupils at the First 
Boys’ Gymnasium in Vil’na prepared a theatrical performance called “Life 
for the Tsar.” At other state schools in the Vil’na educational district, six 
thematic lectures were organized using 176 slides, and a choir of three hun- 
dred children from different state schools across Vil’na was formed and sang 
songs, such as Lord, Love the Tsar and Glory, Glory to the Tsar, set to mu- 
sic by Mikhail Glinka. Pupils from the Keidany two-grade primary school 
wrote poems: “To Mark 21 February 1913” and “To Mark 300 Years of the 
Rule of the Romanov Dynasty.”** Pupils from state schools in the Vil’na ed- 
ucational district went to Moscow to commemorate the events of 1812. One 
of the participants, Boris Chrypov, an eighth-grade pupil from the Bobruisk 
Boys’ Gymnasium, shared his impressions: “During these days, I recalled the 
words of Karamzin: he who does not know Moscow, cannot know Russia. 
There are so many emotions linked to the Kremlin, its walls, and the Ortho- 
dox churches; this is where the Russian state emerged, this is the treasury of 
the Russian nation’s historic treasures.” The feelings of this pupil, which 
were printed in Narodnoe obrazovanie v Vilenskom uchebnom okruge, also 
reflected the central and local administration goals regarding how students 
should feel when participating in commemorations. 

The speeches made by teachers marking these celebrations also had to 
echo the government’s intentions. Iosif Iashchinskii, a history teacher at 


the Vil’na Real (Practical) School, stated: “The year 1812 was a year of glo- 


tipografiia, 1912); Fedot Kudrinskii, Vil’na v 1812 godu: v pamiat’ stoletnei godovshchiny Otechestvennoi 
voiny (Vilnius: izdanie upravleniia Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga, 1912); Dmitrii Dovgiallo, Petr Velikii 
dlia Zapadnoi Rusi: na pamiat’ o 200-letii Poltavskoi pobedy (Vilnius: Russkii pochin, 1909). 

58 1613-1913: Iubileinye torzhestva v Vilenskom uchebnom okruge (Vilnius: Tipografiia Russkii pochin, 1913), 
15, 22, 377- 

s9 “Vpechatleniia prisutsvovavshego na iubileinykh torzhestvakh v gorode Moskve v avguste 1912 goda,” 
Narodnoe obrazovanie v Vilenskom uchebnom okruge 1 (1913): 28. 
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ry for Russia, while for Poles it was a year of failures and unfulfilled, empty 
dreams. During the War for the Fatherland, all Russians united, and this 
unity gave them the strong moral resolve to fight against foreign enemies 
who tried to suppress the Russian nation’s national feelings (natsional ‘noe 
chuvstvo russkogo naroda).”* In marking the tricentennial of the Romanov 
dynasty, Makarii Sidorenko, a history and geography teacher at the boys’ 
gymnasium in Gomel’, declared forthrightly in his speech: “In the age of 
Catherine II, the borders of the Russian Empire finally reached their nat- 
ural limits,” thereby again claiming that the expansion of the Russian Em- 
pire was the logical outcome of the Romanov dynasty’s empowerment and 
defense of the Russian state. 

Students also had to recognize that the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was 
as much a Russian state as the Duchy of Muscovy, whose successful “con- 
glomeration” with other parts of the Russian Empire was interrupted by 
the Poles; they did so by writing essays on appropriate themes. For exam- 
ple, as part of the celebrations marking tricentennial, state school pupils 
from the Vil’na educational district wrote essays with titles such as “The 
Importance of the Russian Tsars in Liberating the Western Slavs,” “Rus- 
sian and Polish Relations in the Times of Mikhail Fiodorovich and Aleksey 
Mikhailovich Romanov,” “Russian and Polish Relations during the Reigns 
of the First Romanovs,” “The Patriotic Reign of Elizabeth,” and “Alexander 
I: Tsar-Liberator and Tsar—Peacemaker.”® In one school essay, Boleslav 
Zubritskii, an eighth-grade pupil from the Vil’na Real (Practical) School, 
claimed: “The addition of the lands of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania to 
the remainder of the Empire was a necessary step for the Russian govern- 
ment, for ever since the Union of Lublin, the Poles repressed the Russians, 


the true inhabitants of these lands.”% 


60 “The Meaning of the Patriotic War of 1812: A lecture given by the Vil’na Realschule teacher I. Iashchinskii, 
October 22, 1912,” LVIA, f. 567, ap. 1, b. 1995, lar. 

61 “A celebratory speech to mark three hundred years of Romanov rule made by the Gomel’ Boys’ Gymnasium 
history teacher, M. Sidorenko, February 21, 1913,” LVIA, f. 567, ap. 1, b. 2161, L 5. 

62 1613-1913: Iubileinye torzhestva, 30. 

63 “Russko-pol’skie otnoshenia pri pervykh Romanovykh (uchenik VIII klassa Vilenskogo real’nogo 
uchilishcha B. Zubritskii),” in 1673-1913: Iubileinye torzhestva, 287. 


280 


Imperial Loyalty in the Education System 


Schoolchildren’s Societies 


After 1905, Polish, Lithuanian, and, to a certain extent, Belorussian, activ- 
ists worked intensely with the younger generation and tried to create na- 
tional education systems using teaching measures that could only be used 
in illegal schools or in educational society schools; promoting their respec- 
tive versions of history, and organized societies of teachers and students.%+ 
The use of voluntary societies to influence students was also hastily adopted 
by local Russian nationalist organizations in cooperation with the board of 
the Vil’na educational district. 

In 1910, when the Polish youth sports organization Sokół was officially 
closed,*> the Russian Social Organization (Russkoe obshchestvennoe sobra- 
nie) founded its own youth sports organization: Russkii sokol (Russian Fal- 
con). The board of the Vil’na educational district also devoted quite a lot of 
attention to this organization. On March 15, 1913, Alexei Ostroumoy, the 
overseer of the Vil’na educational district (1912-15), participated in a public 
display of the organization’s military activities. There were also gymnastics ex- 
ercises accompanied by Russian patriotic songs sung in the sports hall of the 
Second Boys’ Gymnasium in Vil’na. In 1913, this organization was chaired 
by Mikhail Pavlovskii, the founder of private boys’ gymnasium in Vil’na.® 

Based on the number of its members, which did not exceed a hundred, 
this youth sports organization lagged behind another school-age youth or- 
ganization called Poteschnaia armiia (The Happy Army), whose activities 


demonstrated a visible link between sports and state ideology.*” This orga- 


64 The memoirs of graduates of State Boys’ Gymnasiums of Vilna governorate often shows what students 
sought to resist the means of imperial loyalty by using various visual forms. Senior students used to 
damage their school uniforms that symbols of Russian imperial authority could not be seen on them. 
See A. Brochocki, Na przelomie epok, s. 49; Zygmunt Sieluzycki, Garść moich wspomnień, Biblioteka 
Jagiellońska, Oddział Rękopisów, inv.nr. 9852 III, s. 35. 

65 The Polish youth sports organization Sokółwas founded in Vil’na on November 11, 1905. The organization’s 
board had a number of Polish National Democratic Party members. 

66 Otchiot Vilenskogo gimnasticheskogo obshchestva ‘Sokol v Vilne’ za 1913 god (Vilnius: Tipografia I. Notesa i 
S. Shvailikha), 1914. 

67 Vladimir Ekse, Vilenskoe poteshnoe voisko ili gosudarevo delo, izlozhennoe voinskim iazykom zakonov i dai- 
ushchee otvety na vse voprosy ustroistva i obucheniia voiska po angliiskoi sisteme, no v dukhe Rosiiskom (Vilnius: 


Tipolitografiia T-va N. Matst, 1911). [am grateful to Vytautas Petronis for the reference to this text. 
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nization had its own militaristic elements: uniforms, a flag, and a pin with 
the inscription: “Fight for the Tsar and the Fatherland” (Bor’ba za Tsaria 
i Otechestvo). Also, in 1912, this organization of primary school pupils was 
chaired by General Fiodor Martson of the Vil’na military district, and its 
members were invited to join in a military parade organized to mark the 
Battle of Borodino.‘ According to the district inspector Aleksandr Pigu- 
levskii, not only could this kind of youth element become “an accessory 
to the army,” but participation in the activities of such societies would en- 
courage school children to “nurture love for the Fatherland and its ruler 
[Rodine i ee Derzhavnomu Gosudariu], on the foundations of a national 


education.”® 


Conclusions 


After the revolution of 1905, neither the central government nor local edu- 
cation officials searched for methods to instill and ensure loyalty to the em- 
pire that were especially suited to the youth of the Northwest Region. Gen- 
eral school subjects in the region such as history and geography were taught 
according to the same rules and employed the same teaching methods used 
in the internal provinces of the Russian Empire. For example, when teach- 
ing the history of the Northwest Region after 1905, it was basically Ustri- 
alov’s conceptualization of Russian history from the 1830s that was taught; 
according to this narrative, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was consid- 
ered as much a Russian state as the Duchy of Muscovy in terms of its struc- 
ture and confessional and ethnic composition. A deeper knowledge of the 
“great Fatherland” had to be fostered through excursions organized for pu- 
pils and teachers, and the board of the Vil’na educational district orient- 
ed these educational trips more frequently toward St. Petersburg, Moscow, 


and more distant parts of the Russian Empire; “local” excursions also had 


68 Russkii [?], “Obozrenie sobytii i okrainnaia zhizn’. Vil’na,” Okrainny Rosii 18 (1912): 271-72. 

69 In1913 andinthe summer of 1914, special gymnastics courses were organized for state gymnasium teachers 
at the initiative of Pigulevskii. Aleksandr Pigulevskii, Fizicheskoe vospitaniie i zadachi kratkosrochnykh 
gimnastichekikh kursov dlia uchitelei (Vilnius: Tipografiia A.G. Syrkina, 1914), 5. 
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a purpose: “to demonstrate the Russian nation’s domination, cultural im- 
portance, and influence,” for example, in Vil’na. Thus, children were given 
the message that the Northwest Region was not just a part of the Romanov 
Empire; it was actually a part of Russian “national territory.” 

During the events of 1905 and later, various non-dominant ethnic 
groups attracted the attention of members of the local education adminis- 
tration as a result of what was, in their view, an incorrect interpretation of 
the Northwest Region’s history. However, as the discussion of Turtsevich’s 
textbook in 1906 illustrates, the Vil’na educational district administration 
could only “hear” the complaints from non-Russians but saw no need to 
make any changes, especially since, in most cases, the active assistants of 
the board of the Vil’na educational district were local teachers. Attempts by 
certain teachers to devote more attention to the history and geography of 
the Northwest Region were rare. Furthermore, any desire to deepen aware- 
ness of the historical past and the natural resources of their surroundings 
had to be conveyed only as a stage in learning about the “great Fatherland.” 
However, in the view of the education administration, even accentuating 
the Russian history and geography of the region might appear to have sep- 
aratist potential. 

There are almost no sources that would allow us to understand what the 
results of this indoctrination actually were. One thing that is clear, howev- 
er, is that the means described in this chapter may very well have had the 
opposite effect. By devoting more attention to the Russian history and ge- 
ography of the Northwest Region in his lessons at Nesvizh teacher train- 
ing college, the aforementioned Kudrinskii encouraged his pupils to take 
an interest in Belorussian folklore and analyze Belorussians’ way of life and 
customs. In his view, these kinds of “ethnographic studies” were intend- 
ed to convince future teachers that, in terms of their origins, “language,” 
and ethnography, Belorussians were simply a part of the Russian nation.’ 


However, as Konstantin Mitskievich, a student at the Nesvizh teacher 


70 Kudrinskii published a paper in 1904 entitled “Belorussians: A Historic Outline,” where he explained 
that, based on their origins and way of life, Belorussians were part of the Russian nation. He viewed 


Belorussian as a dialect of the Russian language. 
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training college, wrote, collecting Belorussian songs and stories quite con- 
versely inspired him to take an interest in the Belorussian language and re- 
minded him that “Belorussian was precisely the language of my ancestors.””! 
Mitskievich (the future Jakub Kolas, 1882-1956) began to write poems and 
stories in Belorussian within the walls of this training college, and he soon 
became one of the most active figures in the Belorussian national move- 
ment. Thus, employees in the imperial Russian education sector who op- 
posed giving greater attention to the history and culture of the Northwest 
Region were at least partially right; this attention had a potential side-ef- 


fect: provoking non-Russian loyalties. 


71 Jakub Kolas, “Moia avtobiografia (1928 g) in Izbrannyie sochineniia (Minsk: Nauka, 1983), 10. 
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IV 


The Problem of 
the Russian Right 


Right-Wing Russian Organizations in the City of Vil’na 
and the Northwestern Provinces, 1905-1915 


Vytautas Petronis 


Our age is a time of selforganization. The economic and socio-political 
relations of our times force people to organize. It is hard, even impossi- 
ble, for a single individual to successfully struggle in the contemporary 
relations of societal life. Not just to struggle, but also to learn and go for- 
ward is only possible with the help of an organization. Even in his own 
work, his craft, a man can perform more successfully and usefully for so- 


ciety by joining some group in his profession, his comrades in craft. 
y by) 8 8 


—Excerpt from “Vilnius, 27 lapkričio,” Vilniaus žinios 204 (813) (1907). 


Introduction 


The revolution of 1905 in the Russian Empire brought significant chang- 
es not only to the governance of the state, but more importantly, it was in- 
strumental in activating deep structural and ideological transformations 
in society. One was the partial emancipation and legalization of national 
movements and nationalisms. As a consequence, some ethnic groups, and 
even nations, which until then did not have pronounced popular nation- 
alisms, were forced to create them as a response to the growth and threat 
of other nationalisms. Paradoxically, the Russians, the dominant nation 
in the empire, whose nationalism rose during the years of the revolution, 
were latecomers. Until 1905, Russian state-nationalism was largely man- 
aged and controlled by the imperial authorities. The surge of popular na- 


tionalism and monarchism during the revolution, both of which supported 


The research for this study was funded by a grant (No S-LJB-17-3) from the Research Council of Lithuania. 
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the imperial regime in one way or another, had to define relations between 
themselves and the state authorities. 

Research into Russian monarchism and nationalism has grown during 
the last twenty-five years. A number of studies concerning different aspects 
of imperial, right-wing political parties and organizations, as well as col- 
lections of documents, have been published by Russian historians.‘ When 
looking at research into the western provinces, the largest body of work 
has been done on the southwest region—the Ukrainian-inhabited lands — 
where radical right-wing Russian groups and nationalists were the stron- 
gest.* Investigations into the northwestern provinces have predominantly 
been carried out by Belorussian researchers.’ However, these works concen- 
trate mostly on the five provinces of Mogilev, Vitebsk, Minsk, Grodna, and 
Vil’na.* Almost no research has been done on the sixth province, Kovna, 
which was inhabited predominantly by Lithuanians, and where the Rus- 
sian monarchist and nationalist movement was weakest. Therefore, to com- 
plement this picture, in this chapter I have concentrated primarily on Rus- 


sian right-wing organizations in the center of the northwestern provinces, 


1 See, for example, D. Pavlov, ed., Partiia Soiuz 17-80 oktiabria: Protokoly sezdov, hkonferentsii, zasedanii TsK 
1905-1915, 2 volumes (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 1996, 2000); Iurii Kir’ianov, ed., Pravye partii: 1905-1917; Do- 
kumenty i materialy, 2 volumes (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 1998); Daniil Kotsiubinskii, Russkii natsionalizm 
v nachale XX veka. Rozhdenie i gibel *ideologii Vserossiiskogo natsional nogo soiuza (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 
2001); Iurii Kir’ianov, Pravye partii v Rossii. 1911-1917 gg. (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2001); Iurii Kir’ianov, 
Russkoe sobranie 1900-1917 (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2003); A. Stepanov, Chernaia sotnia (Moscow: Eksmo, 
Iauza, 2005); S. San’kova, Russkaia partiia v Rossii: obrazovanie i deiatel’nost’ Vserossiiskogo natsional nogo 
soiuza (1908-1917) (Orel: Izdatel‘stvo S.V. Zenina, 2006); A. Stepanov, A. Ivanov, and O. Platonov, eds., 
Chernaia sotnia. Istoricheskaia entsiklopediia 1900-1917 (Moscow: Institut Russkoi Tsivilizatsii, 2008); A. 
Ivanov, Pravye v russkom parlamente: ot krizisa k krakhu (1914-1917) (Moscow-St. Petersburg: Al‘ians- 
Arkheo, 2013). 

2 See, for example, the numerous studies by D. Kotsiubinskii, Iurii Kir‘ianov, I. Omel‘ianchuk, and others. 
Recent monographs by Faith Hillis, Children of Rus: Right-Bank Ukraine and the Invention ofa Russian 
Nation (Ithaca, NY-London: Cornell University Press, 2013) and Klimentii K. Fedevich and Klimentii.L 
Fedevich, Za Viru, Tsaria i Kobzaria: Malorosiiiski monarkhisti i ukrainskii natsional ‘nii rukh (1905-1917 
roki) (Kiev: Kritika, 2017) shed more light on different aspects of the topic. 

3 See, for example, the following monographs: Konstantin M. Bondarenko and Dimitrii Lavrinovich, 
Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty v nachale XX veka: monografiia (Mogilev: MGU im. A.A. Kuleshova, 
2003); Konstantin Bondarenko, Pravye partii i ikh organizatsii v Belarusi (1905-1917 gg.) (Mogilev: UO 
‘MGU im. A.A. Kuleshova’, 2012), as well as other studies by these and other authors, predominantly pub- 
lished by Mogilev State A. Kuleshov University. 

4 Allthe geographical names in this text are given in the form in which they were used during the period of 


analysis. 
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the city of Vil’na, and also in the province of Kovna. During my research, 
several new archives of organizations were discovered, which will hopefully 
shed even more light on the history of the Russian monarchist and nation- 
alist movement in the northwestern provinces. 

Among the many questions discussed in this chapter, the main ones are: 
Who and what were the main right-wing organizations that operated in 
the center of the northwestern provinces? What were the relations between 
the northwest Russian monarchists and nationalists and the imperial au- 
thorities? And when and why did right-wing organizations seek to coop- 
erate with the imperial government? Through an analysis of the history of 
northwestern right-wing organizations, their interaction with each other, 
and with the local and central authorities, I argue that the region was not 
homogenous. Russian organizations in Vil’na and Kovna provinces differed 
to some extent from those in Belorussian-inhabited lands, and from the be- 
ginning, they manifested themselves in a less radical and more moderate 
form of monarchism, while exhibiting pronounced nationalist tendencies. 

Before beginning a detailed analysis, it is necessary to briefly examine the 
situation before 1905, that is, the first steps in the organization and activities 


of Russian imperial elites in Vil’na, the administrative center of the region. 


The Appearance of the Northwestern Russian 
Societal and National Clubs 


It is generally agreed upon that practical attempts to increase the unifor- 
mity of the northwestern provinces and their population with the rest of 
the Empire peaked after the uprising of 1863. Governor-general Mikhail 
Murav’ev introduced a hard-line political direction, which promoted Rus- 
sianness in a variety of forms, and attempted to integrate the borderlands 
into imperial socio-political structures. The authorities supported Russian 
culture and the Orthodox Church; they sent imperial employees from the 
internal provinces to the borderlands, thus replacing most of the former 
local and predominantly Polish bureaucracy; they suppressed the Catho- 


lic Church and Polish cultural and social dominance, in addition to other 
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measures. In time, these top-down processes created a tradition of state- 
run “Russification,” or, in the eyes of the supporters of these policies, the 
“restoration” of historically inherent Russian rights in the provinces. Lat- 
er, despite admitting that this strategy had largely failed, for many Rus- 
sian conservatives, the Murav’ev period still represented the “golden age” of 
the state’s involvement in the protection and growth of Russianness in the 
western borderlands. 

By the beginning of the twentieth century, this system had begun to 
be perceived as problematic: it slowed down the modernization of society 
and clashed with the new political ideologies and movements, chief among 
them socialism and nationalism. It was inevitable that the supporters of the 
monarchy and the old estate system had to adapt to the new trends. The 
first legal imperial monarchist organization, a club for the Russian elite, 
appeared at the turn of the century. The Russian Assembly (Russkoe So- 
branie) was established at the end of 1900 in St. Petersburg. It included a 
number of senior imperial officials and members of the nobility and was 
primarily concerned with cultural activities, research, and the protection 
and promotion of Russianness, which to a great extent followed the ideol- 
ogy of Slavophilism. During the revolution of 1905, the Russian Assembly 
reformed into a political party. However, having enjoyed little success in at- 
tracting a greater following and influence on the political scene due to its 
elitist and conservative tendencies, by 1914 it had left politics and reverted 
to cultural and educational activities.’ 

Being more of a Slavophile club than a political party, the early Rus- 
sian Assembly did not strive to expand the organization into other parts of 
the empire. Nevertheless, several sections opened in the provinces before 
1905. One of the first was established in Vil’na in 1904.° Having no polit- 
ical aspirations (political parties and organizations were prohibited before 
the declaration of the October 17 Manifesto), this section was formed as a 


kind of national club by several high-ranking provincial officials, some of 


s For more on this, see Kir’ianov, Russkoe sobranie. 
6 V. Levitskii, “Pravye partii,” in Obshchestvennoe dvizhenie v Rossii v nachale 20 veka, vol. 3, book 5, ed. L. 
Martov, P. Maslov, and A. Potresov (St. Petersburg: Tipografiia t-va ‘Obshchestvennaia pol’za’, 1914), 358. 
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whom later became prominent imperial ministers and senators.” Unfor- 
tunately, because of very limited documentation, the history and activi- 
ties of the pre-1905 Vil’na section remain obscure. We can presume that it 
was involved in cultural and social activities, but it is also possible that af- 
ter its establishment, as was quite common at the time, the section existed 
only on paper. 

Parallel with the Russian Assembly, the northwest middle and high- 
ranking imperial bureaucracy found it necessary to create a variety of social, 
charitable and leisure organizations. Russian social clubs were established 
in Minsk and Vil’na, which in essence resembled the national clubs that 
were popular in other European countries. One of the earliest such institu- 
tions opened in Vil’na around 1904. It was called the Official Family (Slu- 
zhebnaia Sem ia) and included many high-ranking imperial employees sta- 
tioned there, as well as other prominent members of the local Russian elite. 
The club was managed by a board of twenty elected elders who held meet- 
ings twice a month, and, for the most part, looked after leisure activities for 
members of the club and their families. Family gatherings, literary and mu- 
sical evenings, lunches, dinners, and lectures were the most popular events.® 

The Official Family existed until the beginning of 1906, when it was re- 
formed into an openly nationalist club. Besides changing its name to the 
Vilna Russian Societal Assembly (Vilenskoe Russkoe Obshchestvennoe 
Sobranie), it also opened its doors to lower-ranking officials and the local 


Russian intelligentsia, predominantly state school teachers.? The transfor- 


7 The founders and heads of the Vil’na section were imperial officers stationed in the city. According 
to Senator Stepan Beletskii, who became head officer in the Vil’na governor-general chancellery de- 
partment in 1904, he was one of the founders and a member of the Russian Assembly’s Vil’na section. 
At the beginning, it was headed by Alexei Kharuzin, a prominent ethnographer and anthropologist, 
and future senator, who at the time was in charge of the general-governor’s chancellery. Later, after 
leaving the post, his successor Andrei Stankevich, another future prominent imperial politician, re- 
placed him as head of the chancellery and the section. “Protokol pokazanii S.P. Beletskogo ot 14 iu- 
nia i 2 iulia 1917 g.,” in Soiuz Russkogo Naroda: Po materialam cherezvychainoi sledstvennoi kommissii 
vremennogo pravitel’stva I9I7 g., ed. A. Chernovskii (Moscow-Leningrad: Gosudarstvennoe izda- 
tel‘stvo, 1929), 77. 

8 For an account of the Vil’na club, see “Official Family for the year 1904/1905,” Vilniaus Universiteto Bib- 
lioteka Rankraščių Skyrius (Vilnius University Library Manuscript Department, VUB RS), F6-857, 19-20. 

9 Id, “Vilna,” Okrainy Rossii 10 (1910): 153. A prominent lawyer and statesman, member of the St. Peters- 
burg Russian Gathering, and one of the founders of the St. Petersburg Russian Borderland Society (Russkoe 
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mation presumably occurred due to the ongoing revolution, and also be- 
cause of new laws, which required the registration of all legally operating 
organizations. '° Similar Russian societal assemblies opened in other north- 
western towns too.’ 

Starting in late 1905, the assemblies became places where local Rus- 
sian state officials and supporters of the imperial authorities could meet 
and interact. Judging from the lists of members, these national clubs were 
predominantly frequented by people with right-wing political preferenc- 
es. There is no information that liberals, like the Constitutional Demo- 
crats (or the kadets), ever participated in the activities of the assemblies, 
although officially there were no restrictions based on political views. On- 
ly minors, members of the military on active service, people with crimi- 
nal convictions, and those whose memberships in similar organizations 
were revoked were not permitted to join." The popularity of these local 
elite organizations was reflected in their growing numbers: for example, 
the Vil’na Russian Societal Assembly had 340 members in 1908-09, and 
in 1910-11, it had 467 members.” 

These Russian clubs were also instrumental in the emergence of other 
local right-wing organizations, such as the Circle of Russian Women (Kru- 
zhok Russkikh Zhenshchin). The first Circle appeared in St. Petersburg in 
May 1907. It would seem that the northwestern organizations of women 
followed its principles, but they were not directly associated with the St. 
Petersburg branch.'* Despite being charitable and educational institutions, 
the Circles nonetheless belonged to the right-wing, sometimes even radi- 


cal end of the political spectrum, and focused only on working with Or- 


Okrainoe Obshchestvo), Nikolai Sergeevskii also described the Vil’na Russian Societal Gathering as a na- 
tional club in the ethnically non-Russian city. Nikolai Sergeevskii, “Shest’ dnei v Vil’ne,” Okrainy Rossii 35- 
36 (1908), sor. 

10 “O vremennykh pravilakh ob Obshchestvakh i Soiuzakh,” in Polnoe sobranie zakonov Rossiiskoi Imperii. 
Sobranie tret'e. T. XXVI. 1906: Otdelenie I (St. Petersburg, 1909), 201-7. 

11 For example, the Minsk Russian Societal Assembly was established in 1908. 

12 Ustav Russkogo Obshchestvennogo Sobraniia (Vilnius, 1908), 1. 

13 Otchet [Vilenskogo] Russkogo Obshchestvennogo Sobraniia za 1908-9 god (Vilnius, s.a.), 1; Otchet Vilenskogo 
Russkogo Obshchestvennogo Sobraniia za 1910-11 god (Vilnius, s.a.), 1. 

14 Chernaia sotnia. Istoricheskaia entsiklopediia 1900-1917, 502-3. 
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thodox and Russian (including Belorussian and Ukrainian) people." They 
were usually headed by the most active and prominent women in local Rus- 
sian society; for example, the leader of the Minsk Circle was the Minsk 
governor's wife, Vera Erdeli.'® The Vilna Circle was headed by Elena Do- 
brianskaia, whose father Flavian Dobrianskii was a prominent teacher, a 
member of the Vil’na Archaeographical Commission and the northwest- 
ern section of the Russian Imperial Geographical Society, as well as possibly 
being one of the founders of the Russian Assembly’s Vilna section.'7 Cir- 
cles also tried to become more prominent and secure larger followings and 
greater financial support by electing women from society’s elite as honorary 
members. The Vil’na Circle indicated that the wives of the Vil’na governors 
Dimitri Liubimov (1906-12) and Petr Verevkin (1912-16), as well as the 
widow of the former governor-general Konstantin Krshivitskii (1905-09), 
also belonged to the organization. Despite their political preferences, how- 
ever, these women’s organizations excelled in charitable work: the Vilna 
Circle supported war refugees and soldiers at the front until the German 
occupation of the city in the autumn of 1915.8 

Some of the first northwest right-wing political organizations appeared 
in the midst of these Russian societal assemblies and/or national clubs after 
the proclamation of the October 17 Manifesto. However, this can only be 
said about the moderate ones, whose supporters came from among the mid- 
dling and senior officials and the intelligentsia, and not about the radical 
organizations like the Union of Russian People (Soiuz Russkogo Naroda), 


which had a larger following among the lower classes and the peasantry. 


15 This was not something unusual because other national groups (Poles, Jews, Lithuanians) also established 
their own national charitable, educational, medical, and similar organizations, which worked primarily 
with members of their own nation. However, unless they were religious, Russian state organizations were 
more liberal in the sense that they provided assistance to non-Russians too. 

16 For more on the Minsk Circle of Russian Women, see Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie 
monarkhisty, 75-77; and Dimitrii Lavrinovich, “Russkie zhenskie kruzhki v obshchestvenno-politiches- 
koi zhizni Vil’no i Minska v nachale XX veka,” in: Religia i obshchestvo 10 (conference proceedings), eds. 
V. Starostenko and O. D’iachenko (Mogilev: MGU im. A.A. Kuleshova, 2016), 49-52. 

17. “Mestnaia khronika,” Vilenskii vestnik 1075 (Jan. 4, 1907). 

18 Otchet vilenskogo kruzhka russkikh zhenshchin za 1909 god (Vilnius, 1910); “V ‘Kruzhke russkikh zhen- 
shchin’,” Vilenskii vestnik 2887 (Jan. 30, 1913); Otchet vilenskogo kruzhka russkikh zhenshchin za 1914 god 
(Vilnius, 1915). 
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This had an effect on the uneven distribution of right-wing organizations 
in the northwestern provinces. Whereas moderate and liberal monarchists, 
as well as nationalists, were stronger in the western parts of the region, es- 
pecially in urban areas with the highest concentrations of Russians in their 
population, radical parties and organizations had a stronger following in 
the eastern parts, and especially in the countryside. The dividing line ran 
approximately where Catholics and Orthodox met, with the provinces of 
Kovna and Vil’na (Lithuanian) on one side, and the Minsk, Mogilev, and 
Vitebsk (Belorussian) provinces on the other. Grodna Province was split 
between the two. This relative division can be noticed when looking at the 
societal support and activities of right-wing parties, especially the radical 
Union of Russian People, which, due to its promotion of the monarchy, 
Russianness, and Orthodoxy, targeted very specific ethnic and confession- 
al societal groups. In the territories dominated by or boasting high percent- 
ages of non-Russians and Catholics, the support for radicals was low. Mod- 
erate right-wing groups and nationalists were somewhat more successful 
there. A stronger Russian nationalist ideology presumably developed as a 
response to the potent and active non-Russian nationalisms, primarily Pol- 
ish and Lithuanian. Despite this division, however, moderate monarchists 


and nationalists had followers in the Belorussian provinces too. 


The Organization and Activities of the Radical Right: 
The Union of Russian People 


Radical right-wing Russian political and societal organizations emerged 
in the northwest region during the revolution of 1905. At the beginning, 
they appeared as various self-organized groups that supported monar- 
chism and aimed at combating the revolution. Most of them had a short 
life span: they either disappeared or joined the newly organized political 
party the Union of Russian People. Until the suppression of the revolution, 
the Union was the main radical right-wing organization in the empire. It 
was started in October 1905 by Aleksandr Dubrovin, and it quickly man- 


aged to establish numerous sections, especially in Orthodox-dominated 
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parts of the western provinces.'? They were supported by the highest state 
authorities due to their strong counter-revolutionary attitudes and activi- 
ties, as well as the promotion of absolute monarchy, Russianness, and Or- 
thodoxy. To a great extent, the Union stood against any reform of imperial 
governance and perceived the Duma as an advisory institution that essen- 
tially limited the power of the emperor.*° This radical attitude toward the 
October 17 Manifesto narrowed the party’s participation in politics even 
though it had a huge following, especially among the Orthodox, and to 
some extent among Old Believers too. The Union became infamous for 
the violence, pogroms, and terror it inflicted in the northern and especial- 
ly the southwestern provinces.*! 

After the suppression of the revolution in 1907 and the stabilization of 
everyday social and political life, the troublesome radicals became a bur- 
den for the imperial government. The internal power struggle between sev- 
eral groups within the party led to its split, and in March 1908, the moder- 
ate wing headed by Vladimir Purishkevich reorganized itself as the Russian 
National Union of the Archangel Michael (Russkii Narodnyi Soiuz Imeni 
Arkhangela Mikhaila). Later, in 1909-10, another break occurred in what 
remained of the Union of Russian People. In 1911, Dubrovin’s followers 
established the All-Russian Dubrovin Union of Russian People (Vserossi- 
iskii Dubrovinskii Soiuz Russkogo Naroda), while the other, more moder- 
ate (or centrist) part became known as the Union of Russian People (Re- 
formed) (Soiuz Russkogo Naroda [Obnovlencheskii]). All these changes in 
the central party were also reflected in the provincial sections. There were 


splits and transformations, and changes of leadership and loyalties. Unfor- 


19 See, for example, I. Omel’ianchuk, Chernosotennoe dvizhenie na territorii Ukrainy (1904-1914) (Kiev: 
NIURO, 2000); Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 41-56; for the spread of 
the right-wing parties and groups in the northwestern provinces (except Kovna), see: Bondarenko, Pravye 
partii, 108-27. 

20 Despite the fact that the Duma was perceived only as a simple institutional connection between the em- 
peror and the people, the Union of Russian People nevertheless envisioned itself actively participating in 
politics, and thus protecting the monarchy, the state, and the Russian nation. Ustav obshchestva pod naz- 
vaniem ‘Soiuz Russkogo Naroda (St. Petersburg, 1906), 3-6. 

21 Hans Rogger, “Was There a Russian Fascism? The Union of Russian People,” in Jewish Policies and Right- 
Wing Politics in Imperial Russia (Oxford: Macmillan-St. Anthony’s College, 1986), 212-32. 
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tunately, very limited archival material remains on these developments in 
the northwestern provinces; most of the information presented here comes 
from the periodical press and other scholarly research. 

As was mentioned earlier, the radical wing drew its greatest support 
from the imperial authorities during the revolutionary years. In a famous 
quote from a telegram sent by Nicholas II to Dubrovin, the founder of the 
Union of Russian People, on June 5, 1907, the emperor greeted the party 
and thanked it for its support of the monarchy, calling them an example 
of “obedience to law and order.”** Indeed, since its establishment and until 
the change of the election law on June 3, 1907, the Union received official 
and unofficial support from many high-ranking state authorities. Even af- 
ter the decline in its popularity, some of the imperial authorities contin- 
ued to help the party and its offshoots financially until the beginning of 
World War I.” 

The first radical right-wing organizations appeared in the northwestern 
provinces in Belorussian-inhabited territories, such as the Mogilev Province 
Union of Russian People (Soiuz Russkikh Liudei), in October 1905. Sim- 
ilar organizations with different names sprang up in other provinces too: 
the True Russian People (Orsha), the Society of Old Believers and Right- 
ists (Vitebsk), For Faith, the Tsar, and Fatherland (Bobruisk), and others. 
Most of these were soon incorporated into the Union of Russian People.*+ 

The Union was a very popular organization, boasting 2,124 sections all 
over the empire by 1908, when all the other right-wing parties barely had 
105.% According to Iurii Kir’ ianov, who based his calculations on data col- 
lected by the Ministry of the Interior, it was claimed that at the peak of the 


movement around 1907-08, in Vil’na Province there were approximately 


22 Kirianoy, ed., Pravye partii: Dokumenty i materialy, vol. 1,341. 

23 Vladimir Kokovtsov, Iz moego proshlogo: Vospominaniia 1903-1919, vol. 2 (Paris: Izd. zhurnala “Illiustri- 
rovannaia Rossia,” 1933), 9-13. 

24 Bondarenko, Pravye partii, 109-110. For detailed numbers of members of right-wing organizations in 
the Belorussian provinces for the period 1907-1916, see: Konstanin Bondarenko, “Kolichestvo i chislen- 
nosť pravomonarkhicheskikh obrazovanii v Rossii i Belarusi v 1907-1916 gg.” Vesnik Magileuskaga dzi- 
arzhaunaga universiteta imia A. A. Kuliashova, Ser: A, Gumanitarnyia navuki (gistoryia, filasofiia, filalo- 
giia) 2(46) 2015, 4-13. 

25 Bondarenko, Pravye partii, 112. 
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one thousand members (mostly members of the Union); in Kovna there 
were 6,450 members of the Union;** in Grodna 897 members (502 [the 
Union] and 395 [other organizations]); and in Minsk there were 16,486 
members (3,770 [the Union] and 12,716 [other organizations]). Statistics 
for later years are not available, and only Minsk Province has approximate 
numbers for the year 1915-16, in total 450 members.*” 

Such high numbers for the earlier period, however, should be treated 
with caution. Close connections between the radicals and the Orthodox 
Church, Orthodox brotherhoods, Old Believers and Russian landlords 
might have had a strong albeit temporary mobilizing effect on the peasant- 
ry. There were many reports about the artificially created Union’s provincial 
sections, where whole parishes registered by the politicized Orthodox cler- 
gy. In some cases, people were tricked into joining radical monarchist or- 
ganizations. For example, in Ponevezh (in Kovna Province), the local land- 
lord Grigorii Gnatovskii, an active member of the Union’s Vil’na section 
and one of the monarchist delegates to Nicholas II (April 11, 1907),* took 
the initiative in establishing a section in the center of the Ponevezh district. 
It should be noted that Gnatovskii had long and good relations with the 
Kovna governor Petr Verevkin and his family.*? Enjoying a privileged posi- 


tion as the head of the assembly of the local nobility, he opened the section 


26 Kir’ianov’s numbers for Kovna Province are very inaccurate. The file on the Union of Russian People in the 

Kovna governor’s chancellery archive shows that during the entire period from 1905 until the beginning 
of the war, there were only three officially registered sections: in Novoaleksandrovsk (opened in 1906), in 
Ponevezh (1907), and in Kovna (1910). The registration of sections was done at the St. Petersburg city gov- 
ernor’s office, and the Kovna governor was only informed about the fact (see, for example, the note on the 
registration of the Kovna section: Kauno Regioninis Valstybės Archyvas [Kaunas Regional State Archive; 
KRVAJ, I-53; 1, 51; 9). 
Reports from the heads of the local district police to the Kovna governor’s chancellery reveal that in mid- 
1907, the Novoaleksandrovsk section had 300, and Ponevezh 1,449 members, which officially made 1,749 
members of the Union in total (KRVA, I-59, 1, 51; 11, 27). These numbers were the peak ofthe party’s pop- 
ularity. Membership of the Kovna section is not known, but it could not have been high, probably up to a 
hundred. 

27 Kirianov, ed., Pravye partii v Rossii, 1911-1917, 79-80 (table). 

28 “Mestnaia khronika,” Morskaia volna 4 (April 20, 1907). 

29 Gnatovskii corresponded with Verevkin at least starting from the early 1890s. Gnatovskii’s telegram 
to Verevkin’s family in St. Petersburg, dated 1892, Lietuvos Nacionalinė Martyno Mažvydo Bibliote- 
ka Rankraščių Skyrius (Martynas Mažvydas National Library of Lithuania Manuscript Department, 
LNMMB RS), Fr9-475, 3. 
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on October 14, 1907. The highest Orthodox authority, Archbishop Nikan- 
dr of Vil’na and Lithuania, participated in the festivities, which combined 
imperial and religious rituals; mass in the Ponevezh Orthodox church was 
followed by a blessing of the section’s flag and patriotic speeches given by 
the archbishop and other participants. Afterwards, a politicized religious 
procession went through the town to the Orthodox cemetery, where re- 
spects were paid to the Russian soldiers who fell during the suppression of 
the 1863 uprising. The celebrations continued in Gnatovskii’s house, where 
the archbishop, a number of high-ranking Orthodox priests, and members 
of the Vil’na and Ponevezh sections, composed a telegram expressing their 
loyalty to Nicholas II.3° 

Arguably, this small example illustrates rather well the relations be- 
tween the Union’s section and different imperial authorities. Many mem- 
bers and heads of district sections were either Orthodox priests or Russian 
landlords. The Vil’na provincial section occupied a higher hierarchical po- 
sition within the organization, where Archbishop Nikandr was an honor- 
ary member and a strong spiritual authority. The direct or indirect partici- 
pation of high-ranking members of the Orthodox Church in politics, and 
their support for conservative and even radical right-wing groups, provided 
the latter with a strong foothold in parishes and semi-secular conservative 
Orthodox brotherhoods, and allowed further political agitation through 
the churches. Also, at the end of 1907, some local authorities still expressed 
support for the Union of Russian People, and personal relationships with 
governors, such as the one between Gnatovskii and Verevkin, contributed 
greatly to the party’s strong position.*" 

Additionally, personal contacts could have been beneficial for political 
groups and the authorities. One example of such cooperation came from the 
Gnatovskii-Verevkin connection. In a letter to the governor, Gnatovskii 


announced that on his trips through the province where he was promot- 


30 Ochevidets, “Torzhestvo osviashcheniia znameni Ponevezhskogo otdela Sojuza Russkogo Naroda,” Mor- 
skaia volna 21 (October 22, 1907). 

31 An exchange of congratulations between the Ponevezh section and governor Verevkin (Jan. 1, 1908), 
LNMMB RS, Fig-1081, 1-3. 
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ing the Union’s candidates to the Third Duma, he had encountered leftist 
politicians, who, in his words, had carried out “anti-government agitation.” 
Therefore, he asked Verevkin to order the police in Ponevezh and other dis- 
tricts to be ready to respond at Gnatovskii’s request in order to prevent po- 
litical agitation by opposition parties. Interestingly enough, Verevkin found 
this suggestion useful; however, he pointed out that such assistance had to 
come at the initiative of the district policemen themselves and not by order 
from the Kovna governor. Despite that, a request (albeit unofficially) was is- 
sued.3* Whether this had any effect is not clear. 

As was mentioned earlier, statistics about the Union’s membership are 
problematic. Some Orthodox and Old Believer parishes were registered as 
provincial sections, quite possibly even without the consent of the people. 
This turned out to be the case with the Ponevezh section. As the Lithua- 
nian press reported, supposedly even during the opening, heads of local state 
schools and commanders of the military garrison rejected the organizers’ in- 
vitation to participate in a religious-monarchist procession.?? Only Old Be- 
liever and Russian settlers attended because, as it was claimed in the press, 
Gnatovskii assured people that during the opening of the section, the arch- 
bishop would announce an official manifesto about the new redistribution 
of land. (This might have been connected with ongoing discussions regard- 
ing the introduction of zemstvos in the western provinces.) People came 
and probably joined the section to improve their chances of getting more 
land. But when nothing was announced, everyone became angry at Gna- 


tovskii’s trick.3+ Moreover, the section faced more trouble: a few months 


32 An official letter from the Ponevezh section of the Union of Russian People to the Kovna governor, July 
16, 1907, KRVA, I-59; 1, 51; 32, 45 and two following unnumbered pages. 

33 Itis important to note that at the end of 1905, active-service military were forbidden to participate in any 
political organizations, and because of this, many officers abandoned political groups and only reserve mil- 
itary remained. Moreover, in the spring of 1906, the Ministry of the Interior issued a recommendation to 
all state employees to abstain from participation in political groups because, as it was explained, political 
activities distracted them from their primary duties. Later, in a circular from September 14, 1906, civil ser- 
vants were prohibited from participating in anti-government revolutionary groups, which to some extent 
also included right-wing radicals who openly declared themselves to be against the changes introduced by 
the October 17 Manifesto. Finally, in October 1913, the Holy Synod passed a decision that forbade Or- 
thodox priests from joining political movements and parties (Kir’ianov, Russkoe sobranie, 87-88). 


34 Besparnis, “Panevėžio rusų sąjunga,” Vilniaus žinios vol. 203, no. 812 (1907). 
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later, in July 1908, the administration of Kovna Province took Gnatovskii to 
court for embezzling money given by the state for orphans. The court found 
him guilty and sentenced him to prison.*> But with the help of the Union’s 
Vil’na section, Gnatovskii was released.3° 

Despite the generally negative attitude towards the Duma, the Union of 
Russian People was nonetheless quite successful on the new political scene, 
especially in the western borderlands. The change to the election law on June 
3, 1907 and the introduction of separate Russian electoral curia, opened up 
possibilities for Russians to send representatives to the parliament. At the 
same time, this law also introduced strong division among local right-wing 
followers. Earlier attempts at consolidation against non-Russians and left- 
ists became an internal power struggle for seats in the Duma. This will be 
addressed later in this chapter, when looking at moderate right-wing orga- 
nizations. But it should be mentioned here that the radicals were successful 
in winning several seats for their candidates in Vil’na Province in the elec- 
tions to the Third (1907) and Fourth (1912) Dumas, when the infamous rad- 
ical right-wing politician Gregorii Zamyslovskii won the majority of votes.37 

Despite the initial support, the Union’s relations with the authorities 
gradually worsened. A fter the successful 1907 elections, the radicals became 
much more vocal in criticizing senior officials who, according to them, did 
not adhere to the principles of monarchy, Orthodoxy, and Russianness. In 
Vil’na, they were especially negative about the overseer of the Vil’na educa- 
tional district, the Baltic German Baron Boris Vol f, who was accused of 
supporting the Poles and other non-Russian ethnicities in schooling and 
refused to appoint the Union’s members as teachers.’ Later, the Vil’na sec- 
tion reported other attempts to force local authorities to conform to their 
political agenda and appoint their candidates as teachers in state schools, 


employees at the Polesie railway company’s administration, and elsewhere. 


35 “Žinios. Iš Lietuvos. Panevėžys,” Lietuvos ūkininkas 30 (July 23 [August 5], 1908). 

36 “Kratkii obzor deiatel’nosti Vilenskogo Gubernskogo Otdela Soiuza Russkogo Naroda za 1908 god,” Mor- 
skaia volna 45 (March 9, 1909). 

37 “Mestnaia khronika,” Morskaia volna 21 (October 22, 1907). 

38 Morskaia volna, “V chem obviniaetsia g. popechitel’ Vilenskogo uchebnogo okruga baron Vol f; Morskaia 
volna 35 (June 7, 1908). 
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They used personal contacts to secure Gnatovskii’s release from prison, 
wrote reports about the “improper” behavior of Jews and Poles, and so on.3? 

The Union of Russian People was much more successful in Belorussian 
rather than Lithuanian-inhabited lands. There, starting from 1906 up to 
the beginning of 1908, the radicals had at least sixty-four sections and sub- 
sections, not including other similar, but not Union-run radical organiza- 
tions.*° After splits in the party in 1908 and 1911, the provincial sections ei- 
ther divided or became loyal to one of the offshoots, the Russian National 
Union of the Archangel Michael, the Union of Russian People (Reformed), 


or the All-Russian Dobrovin Union of Russian People.*" 


The Moderate Right and the Nationalists 


The Northwestern Russian Veche 


Generally, supporters of the October 17 Manifesto can be grouped un- 
der the common label “the moderate right,” although this political trend 
evolved into a variety of organizations. Unlike the radical right, the mod- 
erates (chief among were the main political parties, the Union of October 
17 [Soiuz 17 Oktiabria], or the Octobrists, and the All-Russian National 
Union [Vserossiiskii Natsional’nyi Soiuz]), supported the reformed monar- 
chy and the unity of the empire. The first steps taken by the moderate right, 


however, were more cautious than those of the radicals. 


39 “Kratkii obzor deiatel’nosti Vilenskogo Gubernskogo Otdela Soiuza Russkogo Naroda za 1908 god,” Mor- 
skaia volna 45 (March 9, 1909). 

40 See Bondarenko’s calculations for every northwestern province (except Kovna): Bondarenko, Pravye par- 
tii, 112-18. 

41 On the distribution of sections in five northwestern provinces (except for Kovna) for the period between 
1908 and 1914, see ibid., 118-24. Statistics on Kovno Province are very fragmented and require further 
investigation. In reports to the Ministry of the Interior about the province, governor Verevkin indicated 
that in 1908, besides the Sviato Nikol’skoe Petropavlovskoe Orthodox brotherhood, there were two Union 
of Russian People sections (in Poneviezh and Novoaleksandrovsk), with approximately 2,000 members, 
and the newly created, but barely functional section of the Union of the Archangel Michael in Onikshty, 
Vilkomir district. “Vsepoddaneishii otchet Kovenskogo gubernatora za 1908 god,” LNMMB RS, F19-76, 
3. The latter was established in May 1908 and was run by the local Orthodox priest Ioan (or Iakov) Budni- 
kov. Just as with the registration of the sections of the Union of Russian People, the Onikshty chapter of 
the Union of the Archangel Michael was registered in St. Petersburg. “V Kovenskoe gubernskoe po delam 
ob obshchestvakh Prisutstvie,” KRVA, I-53, 1, 112, 1. 
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One of the first moderate northwestern right-wing organizations was 
the Vil’na-based Northwestern Russian Veche (Severo-Zapadnaia Russkaia 
Veche). The word veche suggested a form of assembly or council of Russian 
society, which came from the medieval Slavic tradition and was indicative 
of the traditionalist and, to some extent, democratic approach to building 
the organization. The idea to establish an organization that would unite 
all northwest Russian right-wing supporters was first proposed on Octo- 
ber 30, 1905 at a meeting at the Official Family club. The suggestion came 
from Aleksandr Beletskii, the assistant to the overseer of the Vil’na edu- 
cational district. Receiving overwhelming support, the participants in the 
meeting formed a preparatory committee tasked with formulating a char- 
ter for the new organization. It must be noted that the committee was com- 
posed of prominent imperial officials and the local Russian intelligentsia, 
such as Stepan Beletskii, the head of the Vil’na governor-general’s chancel- 
lery and future senator and vice-governor of Samara Province, and Semion 
Kovaliuk, the owner and head of a private school in Vil’na. At the next 
meeting, members of the club were also joined by invited representatives 
from the local Old Believer community. The already-printed statute, how- 
ever, caused some disagreement over the paragraph allowing all inhabit- 
ants of the northwestern provinces to join the organization regardless of 
their faith or nationality. The paragraph was quickly removed, allowing on- 
ly Russians (i.e. those with official Russian nationality, Belorussians, Rus- 
sians, and Ukrainians) to become members. The opening of the Veche took 
place on December 26 that year.* It was reported that the ceremony was at- 
tended by over four hundred. 

One of the most important tasks for the new organization was to create 
its own periodical. At same time, another newly established moderate right- 
wing Vil’na organization, the Peasant Society (Obshchestvo ‘Krest’ianin’, 
its founder was the aforementioned Kovaliuk), was also preparing to pub- 


lish its own journal. However, they were aiming at a very specific social 


42 Although the Veche’s January report showed that only 216 joined the organization “Journal No. 4 of the 
meeting of the Central Council of the Northwestern Russian Veche” (January 16, 1906), VUB RS, F4- 
A754, 16. 
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stratum, the Belorussian peasantry, and were primarily concerned with im- 
proving their patriotic and economic standing. Therefore, this periodical 
did not fit the Veche’s plan for the unification of all the Russian inhabitants 
of the region. Moreover, the Vil’na section of the Union of October 17 was 
also looking forward to having its own periodical, but its members soon 
became preoccupied with political matters and cancelled the plan. Addi- 
tionally, the Veche positioned itself as a non-political and more national(- 
ist)-cultural organization, which made it difficult to cooperate with the 
Octobrists.*? With no suitable alternative, on February 19, 1906, they be- 
gan publishing a newspaper entitled Belaia Rus’ (White Rus’), which ap- 
peared weekly until the beginning of June, when it was closed due to finan- 
cial problems. 

The charter of the Veche opened with the slogan: “Total tolerance and 
respect for opinions” (Polnaia terpimost’ i uvazhenie k mneniiam). This 
was quite unusual for a right-wing Russian organization, especially bear- 
ing in mind the ongoing revolution and the activity of the radical Union 
of Russian People. This could, in part, be explained from the perspective 
of “defensive nationalism,” which was quite prevalent among local moder- 
ates: surrounded by strong non-Russian nationalisms, they did not want to 
escalate violence in the city or the region. On the other hand, comprised as 
it was of a number of middle and high-ranking imperial officials, taking a 
radical path was not favored by the local authorities, whose main goal was 
to maintain stability and order. It is no surprise then that the Veche aimed 
to find consensus between different nationalisms and establish their place 
among them. This conclusion can be made by looking at the first paragraph 
of its statute, which stated: “Acknowledging the right to individual cultural 
development for every nationality [narodnost] of the region and based on 
the grounds of the Manifesto of October 17, 1905, the Northwest Russian 
Veche has the goal of uniting Russian inhabitants of the northwest provinc- 


es in the form of the protection of Russian national [narodnykh] interests 


43 “Protocol from the meeting of the Central Council of the Northwestern Russian Veche No. 1” (Decem- 
ber 30, 1905), VUB RS, F4-A754, 1-6. 


303 


VYTAUTAS PETRONIS 


in the sphere of socio-political life in all its manifestations, and at the same 
time striving to clarify common political and societal goals with the other 
nationalities [narodnosti] of the region.”4+ 

It is important to point out that, unlike the radical right, the Veche’s 
charter did not mention religion as a criterion for national identification. 
By leaving this out, they probably expected to win the sympathy of Belo- 
russian Catholics, who were usually identified (by others) as Poles. Com- 
bining religious with national identification was much more important for 
radical groups and political parties, as well as conservative Orthodox orga- 
nizations like the numerous northwestern brotherhoods. For them a “true 
Russian” was a person who not only belonged to the “official Russian” na- 
tionality, but also adhered to either the Orthodox or (to some extent) Old 
Believer confession. No Catholic could be a “Russian,” unless he convert- 
ed to Orthodoxy, and even then there was no guarantee. And no Jew could 
ever become a “Russian.” Another explanation for the absence of the reli- 
gious criterion could be that the Veche included people adhering to differ- 
ent Christian confessions, mainly Orthodoxy and Protestantism. A num- 
ber of active moderate northwest Russian rightists were Lutherans such as, 
for example, the heads of the Vil’na and Minsk Octobrists, Nikolai Matson 
and Gustav Shmid. 

Despite claiming to be a non-political organization, the Veche unofh- 
cially associated and partnered itself with the Union of October 17. Both 
regarded the October 17 Manifesto as their founding document; both pro- 
claimed moderate rightist or even liberal conservative views; and they also 
shared members. As was stated in the Veche’s letter to the Vil’na Octobrists, 
the implementation of the party’s political program and state reforms re- 
quired patriotically motivated citizens. Educating them was one of the 
main goals of the Veche, which also meant raising new Octobrist support- 
ers. Still, the Octobrists’ task was the political protection and practical re- 
alization of state reform, while the Veche cared more about “national de- 


fense” and the support of the local Russian population. It was “... not a 


44 Ustav soiuza ‘Severo-Zapadnoe Russkoe Veche’, VUB RS, F4-A754, 7. 
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political organization, not a party, but a community, a brotherhood, if you 
wish; however, not a religious, but a spiritual one, which connects through 
common attitudes, interests and goals.” It could only have been called po- 
litical because it urged people to be politically active, like, for example, par- 
ticipating in elections to the Duma because, as was stated in the letter, re- 
fusing to do so was a civic crime.* 

Despite the big plans, high hopes, and rather liberal attitudes, the Veche 
faced serious problems, which hindered its activities from the very begin- 
ning. The main challenge was financial. The publication of the newspaper 
proved to be extremely difficult. Moreover, many members did not both- 
er paying membership fees, which put all the other plans on hold. Further- 
more, the distribution of the newspaper met with strong resistance from 
Vil’na newspaper vendors (mostly of Jewish and Polish origin) who either 
boycotted Belaia Rus’ or physically attacked the hired distributors.*° 

This situation forced the Veche’s Central Council to seek the gover- 
nor’s assistance. Reaching him was presumably not very difficult because 
of the personal or professional connections of some of the members. There- 
fore, instead of having their own publication, the Central Council thought 
of appropriating the semi-official newspaper of the northwest provinc- 
es, Vilenskii Vestnik (The Vil’na Gazette). It would seem that its editor 
V. Tchiumikoyv was not associated with the organization. However, con- 
vincing the governor Dimitrii Liubimov (1906-12) to appoint one of the 
members of the Veche as the new editor of the newspaper was unsuccessful. 
Instead, Liubimov agreed to compensate subscribers to the discontinued 
Belaia Rus with issues of Vilenskii Vestnik for the pre-paid period.*” 

By the beginning of 1907, the Veche had stopped all its activities. The 
initial excitement and declarations of support from high-ranking officials 


and the local Russian elite proved empty. The failure of the organization 


45 Congratulatory letter to the Vil’na section of the Union of October 17 (possibly early 1906), VUB RS, 
F52-425, I. 

46 Journal No 11 of the meeting of the Northwestern Russian Veche’s Central Council (February 23, 1906), 
VUB RS, F4-A754, 27-28. 

47 A letter from the Vil’na governor-general’s chancellery to the head of the Northwestern Russian Veche 
Aristarkh Pimonov (no date; probably late September to early October 1906), VUB RS, F4-A75 4a, 69. 
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was primarily because its members did not show any great interest in spend- 
ing their leisure time taking part in its activities. Financial support was al- 
so a problem, despite the fact that some members were rather wealthy peo- 
ple, like the head of the Veche, the successful merchant and board member 
of the Vil’na branch of the State bank and other organizations, Aristarkh 
Pimonov. Nevertheless, the Northwestern Russian Veche became the first 
attempt, albeit unsuccessful, to create a local moderate right-wing and na- 
tionalist-oriented organization. 

It was officially closed on June 20, 1911.** Even during the first half of 
1906, the slow demise of the organization was not a hard blow to the Vil’na 
and northwest moderate rightists and nationalists. Many of them had al- 
ready moved on to other organizations, choosing the radical right or the 
Octobrists as alternatives. It was time for differentiation according to ide- 
ology, nationality, and/or religion. The initial goal of the Veche to become 
a “universal” organization that would have united different branches of the 
northwest right-wing movement did not disappear. Soon it found its mis- 
sion among local Octobrists, many of whom were instrumental in estab- 
lishing the Veche in the first place. The idea of an umbrella organization 
to coordinate the activities of the monarchists materialized in the more 
articulated and political form of the Russian Borderland Union (Russkii 


Okrainyi Soiuz). 


The Russian Borderland Union 


The all-empire liberal monarchist party Union of October 17 was estab- 
lished after the proclamation of the October 17 Manifesto, and its first sec- 
tions appeared in Moscow and St. Petersburg. Besides supporting state re- 
forms and the imperial government, it also aimed at introducing a form 
of constitutional monarchy. Contrary to the elitist Russian Assembly, the 
Octobrists welcomed everyone who supported the state, the Duma, and 
the reforms. From the beginning, it started actively establishing provin- 


cial sections, and preparing for the forthcoming elections to the First State 


48 Official document of the closure of all activities and bank accounts (June 20, 1911), VUB RS, F4-A754, 73. 
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Duma. The northwestern sections opened at the end of 1905 and the be- 
ginning of 1906. 

For the better coordination of political and societal work and the elab- 
oration of the party’s ideology, the first general meeting of Octobrists was 
held in Moscow on February 8-12, 1906. Before the meeting, some of the 
delegates joined several work groups, which discussed specific issues and 
problems and prepared resolutions in order to formulate the party’s po- 
sition. One of the work groups was called the Borderland Commission 
most of which consisted of representatives from Poland and the northern, 
southwestern, and Baltic provinces. The resolution of the Commission had 
strong nationalistic undertones and claimed to protect Russian national in- 
terests in the western borderlands. For this reason, it was suggested that the 
party’s Central Committee approach the highest authorities of the state in 
order to change the existing electoral law, which had just been introduced 
on December 11, 1905. According to the law, every citizen of the empire 
who was eligible to vote, regardless of his religion or nationality, could elect 
whomever he wanted. The Borderland Commission, however, was con- 
cerned that in the provinces where Russians constituted an ethnic minority 
or where local elites were of non-Russian origin, Octobrist candidates could 
not compete. In their understanding, this situation eroded the position of 
Russians as the nation forming the state. Therefore, the Commission pro- 
posed that imperial authorities should introduce a proportional electoral 
census according to nationality so that Russian voters could elect their own 
Duma representatives independently of others. Additionally, it suggested 
that at least one Russian member should be elected from every non-Rus- 
sian dominated western and Baltic province, and two from every province 
in Poland. The same principle had to be applied in other ethnically mixed 
regions, like the Caucasus. Together with issues of electoral law, the Com- 
mission also touched on the use of the Russian language. They argued that 
Russian was the only inter-ethnic, all-empire language that allowed differ- 
ent ethnic groups to communicate with each other, and therefore, it had to 
be taught in all state and private schools at all levels. The party’s Central 
Committee and congress agreed partially to the second part, stating that all 
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laws and regulations for different linguistic groups that applied at that time 
were a sign of cultural and political oppression. But this was a question that 
should have been resolved in the Duma.*? 

The first part of the resolution, however, provoked heated debates. Prince 
Petr Volkonskii, who also participated in the work of the Borderland Com- 
mission, disagreed with it, noting that the laws of the empire had to be 
applied to everyone equally, and asking for privileges for one nationality 
would create a precedent for others; that is, non-Russian groups that lived 
in areas dominated by Russians would have a reason to ask for the same spe- 
cial treatment. Also, he pointed out that no non-Russians from Poland, or 
the north- and southwestern and Baltic provinces took part in either the 
work of the Borderland Commission or the Octobrist congress. Finally, in 
his opinion, the demand for a special electoral census for Russians clashed 
with the party’s ideology because it was the party’s position that all imperi- 
al subjects had to obey the laws of the state. The introduction of the census 
would result in inter-ethnic tensions. Besides, the demand for such privileg- 
es pushed the Octobrists closer to the radical right parties, which declared 
that only Russians and Orthodox should be eligible to vote. Volkonskii’s 
opinion was supported by the party’s leader Aleksandr Guchkov and most 
of the congress. The resolution of the Commission was changed according 
to the party’s ideology and the opinion of the majority.°° 

However, this outcome did not satisfy the borderland Octobrists. The 
strongest and most vocal supporters of the introduction of the nationality 
census were the Octobrists from the northwestern provinces: the head of the 
Minsk section, retired second-class navy captain Gustav Shmid and Niko- 
lai Matson, the leader of the Vil’na Octobrists and engineer with the Pole- 
sie Railway Company. They and other delegates from Poland and the Bal- 


49 For the resolutions and reactions to them, see Pavlov, ed., Partiia Soiuz 17-go oktiabria’, 137-38. It should 
be noted that in the collection of documents published in 1996, the text of the resolution of the Border- 
land Commission differs slightly in formulation and wording from the one published just after the con- 
gress. Therefore, I have followed the text published in Rezoliutsii, priniatye pervym sezdom delegatov otde- 
lov ‘Soiuza 17-80 oktiabria i partii, k nemu prisoedenivshikhsia (s.l, 1906), 4. 

so Pavlov, ed., Partiia ‘Soiuz 17-g0 oktiabria’, 138-40; see also 1-ii vserossiiskii s'ezd delegatov ‘Soiuza 17¢0 
oktiabria’. 8-12 fevralia 1906 g. g. Moskva (Moscow, 1906), 29-32. 
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tic provinces argued that the Russians in the borderlands did not want any 
privileges, only equal rights to be represented in the Duma; otherwise, the 
future of the Russians in the non-Russian dominated provinces was unclear. 
Guchkoy’s assurance that the issues raised by the Borderland Commission 
would be a priority for the party in the First Duma was not credible because 
at that time, nobody could guarantee that the Octobrists would win a ma- 
jority of seats.5" And as the results of the elections to the First Duma showed, 
the borderland Octobrists were absolutely right to doubt these promises.** 

It was quite clear from the discussions at the congress that the border- 
land Octobrists differed from the others in their strong nationalism. Po- 
litically they constituted the right wing of the Union of October 17, but 
before the appearance of the All-Russian National Union (Vserossiiskii 
Natsional’nyi Soiuz) in 1908, and especially after the introduction of its 
new organizational charter in 1911, most of the borderland Octobrists re- 
mained connected with the party in one way or another. 

Meanwhile, after the unsuccessful attempts to secure the party’s sup- 
port, they decided to take matters into their own hands. The northwestern 
sections in Minsk and Vil’na tried to bend the opinion of the highest impe- 
rial authorities by writing personal and public letters; trying to secure the 
Vil’na governor-general’s help in contacting the government; sending dele- 
gations to Nicholas II; and so on. They were supported and joined by the 
previously mentioned Northwestern Russian Veche as well as other local 
right-wing organizations.’ The fear of losing the forthcoming elections and 
the threat of declining Russian political superiority in the region, which 


before October 17, 1905 was, to a large extent, secured by the power of the 


sı Pavlov, ed., Partiia Soiuz 17-80 oktiabria’, 140-41; 1-ii vserossiiskii s'ezd delegatov Soiuza 17g0 oktiabria’, 32. 

52 For more about the introduction of Russian electoral curia, see Konstantin Bondarenko, “Bor’ba za Gos- 
dumu: Ideologiia russkikh monarkhicheskikh partii i ikh belorusskikh predstavitel’stv v vybornykh kam- 
paniiakh nachala XX veka,” Belarusskaia dumka 4 (2015): 89-93; Dimirii Lavrinovich, “Bor’ba za izmen- 
enie sistemy vyborov Gosudarstvennogo Soveta v Zapadnykh guberniiakh Rosiiskoi imperii (1906-1911),” 
in Rosiiskie i slavianskie issledovaniia: sbornik nauchnykh trudov, ed. A. Sal’kov (Minsk: BGU, 2015), 82- 
88; Dimirii Lavrinovich, “Bor’ba za izmenenie sistemy vyboroy v Gosudarstvennuiu Dumu na territorii 
zapadnykh gubernii Rosiiskoi imperii (1906-1907), in Tavricheskie chteniia 2015 (conference proceed- 
ings), ed. A. Nikolaev (St. Petersburg: OOO ElekSis, 2015), 55-63. 

53 “Obozrenie sobytii i okrainaia zhizn’,” Okrainy Rossii 1 (1906), 13-15; see also: Okrainy Rossii 2 (1906), 373 
Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 71-72. 
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state authorities, all forced them to disregard the party’s cautious path. The 
heads of the Union of October 17 did not appreciate this contempt for dis- 
cipline; however, it would seem that no stricter measures were taken against 
the borderland sections.°*+ 

A few days after the initial Octobrist congress, delegates from the west- 
ern and Baltic provinces and the Kingdom of Poland held a separate meet- 
ing in Vil’na on February 20, 1906. Among the many things discussed, they 
agreed unanimously to establish a new borderland organization, the pur- 
pose of which was the unification of all right-wing political groups and the 
coordination of their efforts. At this early stage, however, they did not come 
to any particular decision, and the establishment of the organization was 
delayed for a year. Additionally, similar aims to unify northwestern right- 
ist groups were declared by the Veche, although its main goal was more so- 
cio-cultural than political.’ 

The Veche’s official distancing from politics and its loose organizational 
structure resulted in more theoretical and populist declarations than actual 
work. Therefore, the Octobrists took up the same ideas but improved them 
with a more concrete political outlook and organizational character. It is 
not surprising that one of the final acts of the Veche was the preparation 
of the foundation for the new organization, announcing another border- 
land Octobrist gathering. The Veche officially invited the Warsaw, Minsk, 
Iur’ev (Tartu), and Riga Octobrists to attend a meeting in Vil’na on Octo- 
ber 7-9, 1906.°° During the meeting, the Octobrists discussed the political 
pressure that Russian organizations felt from Poles and Jews. It was clear 
to them that no assistance could be expected from the imperial authori- 
ties or their political partners in the internal provinces of Russia because, 
as it was said, the latter did not know the actual situation in the imperi- 


al borderlands, while the former did not want to understand it or were un- 


54 Ibid., 72-73. 

ss Later, it was claimed that the idea to have such an umbrella organization appeared just after the announce- 
ment of the October 17 Manifesto. D.B., “Vil’na,” Okrainy Rossii 6 (1907), 91. However, no discussion re- 
garding this matter was found in the press or anywhere else. 

s6 “Iz Vil’ny,” Okrainy Rossii 32 (1906), 531. 
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der the strong influence of non-Russians. Therefore, it was concluded that 
the Russian rightist intelligentsia had to organize and fight its opponents 
on its own. Questions about the electoral census and a change to election 
law were raised. They prepared an address to Prime Minister Petr Stolypin, 
which asked once again for the introduction of an electoral census and the 
appointment of permanent borderland Russian representatives on the State 
Council.’ Most importantly of all, it was decided unanimously to finally 
open the Borderland Union.** 

The Vil’na governor-general approved the statute of the Union on Jan- 
uary 17, 1907. The organization’s headquarters were in Vil’na, the center 
of the northwestern provinces. It planned to have sub-sections in districts 
and parishes. The Union declared that it should become a link between the 
state and the Russians (i.e., the “official Russians,” Russians, Belorussians, 
and Ukrainians) in the region. For this reason, their goal was to unite the 
inhabitants of the Russian borderland on the basis of nationality, represent 
their interests and voice their needs in government institutions, as well as 
inform the rest of the empire about the true situation in the borderlands. 
Moreover, any Russian organization could join the Union as long as their 
programs did not contradict its ideology. The official declaration was signed 
by Vasilii Kurchinskii, a professor at Iur’ev (Tartu) University and dean of 
the Medical Faculty, Aleksandr Bezpalchev (Kovna), a civil engineer, Ivan 
Chigiriov, an official with the Minsk district court, and Octobrist leaders 
Shmid (Minsk) and Matson (Vil’na).°? 

Judging from the statute, the new organization resembled the Veche 
and did not have a strict organizational structure. Its main units were pro- 
vincial committees (they were formed in Vil’na, Minsk, Grodna, Vitebsk, 
Iur’ev [Tartu], Kovna, and elsewhere before the official opening of the or- 
ganization). There was no limit to membership either. Men and women 


were both allowed to participate. The only restrictions were on schoolchil- 


s7 Extracts from the address to the prime minister: “Khronika,” Okrainy Rossii 38 (1906), 647-48. 
58 T. “Vilna,” Okrainy Rossii 33 (1906), 548-49. 
s9 “Mestnaia khronika,” Vilenskii vestnik 1076 (January 5 [17], 1907); 1085 (January 17 [30], 1907); “Ustav 


Russkogo okrainogo soiuza,” in Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 198-200. 


311 


VYTAUTAS PETRONIS 


dren, adolescents, and people with criminal convictions.°° It is worth not- 
ing that the provincial committees did not follow the administrative divi- 
sion of the state: they had to be opened “where Russian national awareness 
was strongest.” For this reason, for example, the Union’s center in the Baltic 
provinces became Iur’ev (Tartu) instead of Riga.” 

The opening ceremony took place on March 25, 1907, and it was attended 
by around six hundred participants. Matson was elected head of the new 
organization, and his deputies were Aleksandr Vrutsevitch and Vladimir 
Kontor, both Vil’na state school teachers. Most of the speeches made dur- 
ing the ceremony focused on the Belorussian question, stressing their “Rus- 
sian” and not “Polish” ethno-cultural origins. As was usual with right-wing 
organizations, the meeting ended by dispatching telegrams to top state ofh- 
cials protesting Polish demands in the Duma to unite the northwest prov- 
inces with Poland. 

At first the Borderland Union was quite successful in its work. It opened 
several new provincial sections and established good relations with other 
right-wing organizations across the ideological spectrum: moderate (the 
Vil’na “Peasant” Society), radical (the Union of Russian People), and re- 
ligious (mostly with different Orthodox brotherhoods, like, for example, 
the Vil’na Brotherhood of the Holy Ghost [Vilenskoe Sviato-Dukhovskoe 
Bratstvo]). Its council organized meetings; discussed the possibilities of dis- 
seminating their ideology among the Belorussian peasantry; and reported 
on the results of the information campaigns which presented the situa- 
tion in the region for Russians in the empire’s internal provinces, etc. Soon, 
however, the organization started to face the same financial difficulties as 
the Veche; it failed to start its own periodical publication. Even though 
Minskoe Slovo (The Word of Minsk), which was edited by Shmid, to some 
extent served as the organization’s newspaper, it could not completely meet 
the needs of the Borderland Union. 


6o Elfi [L. Ivitskii], “Iz Vil’ny,” Okrainy Rossii 11 (March 17, 1907), 174-75; Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, 
Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 74. 

61 D.B., “Vil’na,” Okrainy Rossii 6 (1907), 91-92. 

62 “Vilna,” Okrainy Rossii 13 (March 21, 1907), 207-8. 
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Parallel to this, there was another challenge: the lack of societal sup- 
port. Apart from a few hundred northwestern intelligentsia in the urban 
areas (predominantly teachers from state schools), the propagation of right- 
ist ideas in the Lithuanian provinces (Vil’na and Kovna) was not success- 
ful, especially after the end of the revolution. Relatively greater support was 
found among the Belorussian Orthodox peasantry in the Minsk and Grod- 
na provinces. Still, when it came to active participation, it would seem that 
meetings held by the organization’s Central Council were the only work in 
which the Borderland Union engaged. 

The most active period for this and other northwestern right-wing or- 
ganizations was during the elections to the Duma, and major goal was the 
consolidation of Russian voters in order to win their votes. The introduc- 
tion of the “Third-of-June” system in 1907, when, among other things, 
changes were made to the electoral law and the Russian curia was separat- 
ed from the rest of voters, played a favorable role; at the same time, it be- 
came a test for the Borderland Union. Before the change to the electoral 
law, right-wing parties had to compete with non-Russians and their politi- 
cal opponents on the left. After the change, their only political opponents 
were Russian liberals and leftists, and, as it turned out, other right-wing 
parties. Moreover, on an official level, the change to the electoral law was, 
to some extent, a return to the old system based on the confessional identi- 
fication of people, when religion once again became a more important fac- 
tor than ethnicity. For example, the identification of the Russian curia in 
the Vil’na and Kovna provinces was done by looking only at confession. The 
curia was composed of Orthodox, Old Believers, and Protestants.°+ 

In order to consolidate right-wing supporters, the Borderland Union 
called a meeting of all local right-wing organizations in Vil’na on June 14, 
1907. Matson urged delegates to begin propaganda campaigns. However, 
the Union refused to take the lead because many of its members complained 


of having no time due to their main work and responsibilities. Despite the 


63 Elfi [L. Ivitskii], “Vil’na,” Okrainy Rossii 21 (May 26, 1907), 329. 
64 “O poriadke izbraniia chlenov Gosudarstvennoi Dumy ot russkogo naseleniia Vilenskoi i Kovenskoi 
gubernii,” Krest’ianin 22 (July 9, 1907), 344-47. 
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importance of the upcoming elections, no one was willing to dedicate all 
their leisure time to this matter. Nonetheless, after long discussions, an elec- 
toral committee was formed to rally Russian and Belorussian voters and re- 
cruit suitable candidates as MPs who would be the best representatives of 
the northwest imperial Russian community. The committee consisted of 
radical and moderate representatives, Orthodox clergy, and other groups. 
Matson became the head of the electoral committee, and on June 22, they 
published an official address to Russian voters.° 

Just after the meeting, however, another address to Russians appeared 
in Vilenskii vestnik (The Vil’na Gazette), signed by an unknown “non-par- 
ty group” (the Russian Non-Party Electoral Committee /Russkii Vnepar- 
tiinyi Izbiratel nyi Komitet), which identified its political position as center- 
right; supported moderate and liberal Russian nationalism and the reforms 
announced by the October 17 Manifesto; and declared the left and the rad- 
ical right its political opponents.°¢ 

This unexpected appearance threw the fragile right-wing coalition into 
disarray. The open declaration of political animosity by a non-party group 
toward the radicals and other influential religious-conservative organiza- 
tions, like the Vil’na Brotherhood of the Holy Ghost, fragmented the elec- 
toral committee. In the end, instead of a unified group, three individual 
right-wing committees appeared: the “right,” led by the radical Union of 
Russian People, the “center,” led by the Borderland Union, and the “left” 
non-party. The newspapers predicted that because of the political apathy 
among the general population, victory belonged to the group that managed 
to mount the most active propaganda campaign, promising voters whatev- 
er they wanted to hear.67 

The next big meeting of Vil’na’s Russian voters was organized by the 


non-party group. Matson, many members of the Borderland Union, and 


65 “V obshchestvakh i sobraniiakh. Pervoe predvybornoe sobranie russkikh izbiratelei,” Vilenskii vestnik 
1210 (June 16, 1907); Vremennyi izbiratel’nyi komitet, “Russkie izbirateli!” Vilenskii vestnik 1215 (June 
22, 1907). 

66 Russkii vnepartiinyi izbiratel’nyi komitet, “Russkie izbirateli!” Vilenskii vestnik 1209 (June 15, 1907); 
“Mestnaia khronika,” Vilenskii vestnik 1216 (June 23, 1907). 

67 Avich’, “Kogo vybirat’,” Vilenskii vestnik 1222 (July I, 1907). 
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representatives of the radical right also participated. It turned out that the 
organizers, the non-party group, were rather young, mostly Belorussian- 
born teachers and civil servants whose political views did not differ much 
from those of the Octobrists and the Borderland Union. The meeting was 
the final break-up of the coalition between the moderates and the radicals. 
In the end, the Borderland Union and the non-party electoral committees 
merged and formed a new unified group. 

Leaving the joint electoral committee and elections aside, it should 
be noted that the radicals were much more active in the 1907 elections in 
Vil’na and in other parts of the northwestern provinces. The promotion of 
their candidates was better organized and structured. They also received 
moderate support from local authorities, as was shown earlier in the case of 
the Ponevezh section of the Union of Russian People and the Gnatovskii— 
Verevkin cooperation against agitation by left-wing parties. 

Contrary to the moderate and liberal right-wing groups, the Vil’na pro- 
vincial section of the Union of Russian People had its own ideologically 
representative newspaper, Morskaia volna (The Wave of the Sea), which 
was probably the most radical and antisemitic periodical publication in the 
northwestern provinces.°? In it, they claimed to represent Realpolitik, pro- 
tecting Orthodox peasants from the Polish gentry, fighting Jewish econom- 
ic dominance, and so on. The radicals were especially successful in building 
economic organizations like artisan workshops, which unofficially received 
large contracts to produce clothing and underwear for the army that might 
have given them adequate income. 

Judging from the activities of the united electoral committee, their 
main work mostly revolved around organization and coordination activi- 
ties with other provincial electoral committees. Surprisingly, they chose to 
follow more democratic principles for the 1907 elections by asking voters 


to propose the best Duma candidates from Vil’na province. In this respect, 


68 P.K., “Sobranie russkikh izbiratelei,” Vilenskii vestnik 1229 (July 10, 1907); P., “Vil’na,” Okrainy Rossii 27- 
28 (August 8-11, 1907), 420-21; K., “Sobranie russkikh izbiratelei,” Vilenskii vestnik 1230 (August 12, 
1907). 

69 Itis hard to say whether the periodical was directly associated with the section. 
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the radicals were much more pragmatic: they appointed the candidates and 
told people to vote for them.”° In the end, the elections to the Third Du- 
ma in the Vil’na Province Russian curia were won by two representatives 
of the radical right: the aforementioned Zamyslovskii, and the Orthodox 
priest Veraksin. The moderates and the centrists were somewhat more suc- 
cessful in the Belorussian provinces.” Overall, the elections to the Third 
Duma were a success, and the imperial parliament was dominated by right- 
wing parties. 

After the successful elections, most Russian organizations basically 
stopped their activities on the public scene and returned to irregular meet- 
ings, organizing cultural events, leisure activities, public lectures, and so on. 
With the partial exception of the Union of Russian People, which contin- 
ued its different economic endeavors, most right-wing organizations be- 
came inert, hoping that perhaps with the right wing’s majority in the Third 
Duma, their active work was finished. Because of this, as some noted, ma- 
ny monarchist and nationalist organizations came to exists only on paper.”* 

Soon, however, the newly established St. Petersburg Russian Border- 
land Society (Russkoe Okrainoe Obshchestvo), which opened officially 
on February 17, 1908, began operating with the same ideology and aims 
as the northwestern Borderland Union. The Society evolved out of one 
of the branches of St. Petersburg’s Russian Assembly. Even before it ap- 
peared, several of its founding members were publishing the rather influ- 
ential, moderate, and to some extent, nationalistic journal Okrainy Ros- 
sii (The Russian Borderlands).7? Among the founders of the periodical 


and the Society were persons from the northwestern provinces: Polikarp 


7o “Russkii vnepartiinyi izbiratel’nyi komitet,” Vilenskii vestnik 1276 (September 7, 1907). 

71 Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 52-53. 

72 As one of the correspondents of the journal Okrainy Rossii sarcastically noted about the right-wing orga- 
nizations in Vil’na (which could probably be applied to the whole northwest region too): “The history of 
all local Russian societal endeavors was one and the same: at first, arduous organization, debates, tiresome 
waiting; then pompous openings with dinners, balls, speeches, telegrams; afterwards a few years of exis- 
tence; and, finally slow death at the hands of the same founders.” Id., “Vil’na,” Okrainy Rossii 10 (March 6, 
1910), 152. 

73 For more, see Konstantin Bondarenko, “Russkoe okrainoe obshchestvo: vozniknovenie, politicheskie tse- 
li i zadachi,” in Romanovskie chteniia: sbornik trudov Mezhdunarodnoi nauchnoi konferentsii, Mogilev, 21 
oktiabria 2004 8.» ed. O. D’iachenko (Mogilev: MGU im. A.A. Kuleshova, 2005), 27-34. 
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Byval’kevich, the long-term school inspector of the Vil’na educational dis- 
trict, editor of several Vil’na-based newspapers and journals, and publicist, 
and Platon Kulakovskii, who was a prominent scholar, Slavicist, and writ- 
er. Byval’kevich was born in Vil’na, and Kulakovskii in Ponevezh (in Kov- 
na Province).”4 

The appearance of the Borderland Society, which claimed a number of 
prominent imperial politicians and members of the intelligentsia as mem- 
bers, somewhat superseded the Vil’na Borderland Union as the coordinator 
of regional right-wing organizations. Therefore, after a slight adjustment 
to the charter, the Borderland Union and its sections joined the Society in 
May 1908, while at the same time preserving its semi-autonomous organi- 
zational character. However, this did not prevent their gradual decline, and 
it seems that after 1909, the Union ceased to be active. Whether it contin- 
ued to virtually exist, just like the Veche, or when was it closed is unclear. 
The initial high hopes for the Borderland Society were overrated too, be- 
cause it did not, and could not, become an active player in the northwestern 
provinces. Basically, it remained in St. Petersburg, and continued collecting 
and publishing information on Russian national issues in the western prov- 
inces, Finland, and elsewhere. After the elections to the Fourth Duma and 
the subsequent closure of Okrainy Rossii in 1912, some members of the So- 
ciety, including Kulakovskii and Byval’kevich, as well as many of the north- 
western Octobrists and members of the Borderland Union, joined the na- 


tionalists and their party, the All-Russian National Union. 


The All-Russian National Union 


The disappearance of the Borderland Union and its sections resembled that 
of the Veche. Until the elections to the Fourth Duma in 1912, northwest- 
ern Russian right-wing parties and organizations were barely functioning. 
As mentioned earlier, due to internal conflicts between the leaders of the 


radical Union of Russian People, the party split several times. The Vil’na 


74 Short biographical data on Byval’kevich may be found in the lists of people involved in the Russian White 
movement. See http://xn--90adhkbéagof.xn--prai/arhiv/uchastniki-grazhdanskoj-vojny/uchastniki-belo- 
go-dvizheniya-v-rossii/uchastniki-belogo-dvizheniya-v-rossii-bsh-bya.html, accessed October 23, 2018. 
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section ceased publishing its newspaper Morskaia volna in 1909. From then 
on, there is almost no information on the activities of the radicals in the 
provinces of Vil’na and Kovna. 

From early on, the northwest moderate right wing was much more in- 
clined towards modern Russian nationalism. During the revolution of 1905 
and the years after it, there was no proper all-empire Russian nationalist 
party or organization that could have satisfied their needs. Attempts to cre- 
ate their own organizations failed, primarily due to a lack of commitment 
and the general political inertia of the population. Moreover, the aim to 
unite all northwest Russian right-wing organizations and their supporters 
could not have been achieved due to the great ideological discrepancy be- 
tween radicals and the moderate right. Many local right-wing supporters 
belonged to the intelligentsia and the middle-class, which, due to the old 
social structures still in existence, hindered their attempts to establish a di- 
alogue with the highest state authorities. 

Local authorities (although not all, of course) did not show any partic- 
ular interest in the nationalists. There is no indication that the Vil’na gov- 
ernors supported the nationalist cause; however, the Minsk governor, just 
like the Minsk Russian Societal Assembly (established in 1908), was more 
inclined to cooperate with the nationalists because they promoted “Russian 
state interests.”7> One explanation for the low level of support in the “Lith- 
uanian provinces” could be the preservation of stability within society be- 
cause open support for one right-wing group might have caused dissatis- 
faction in another. The brief period of revolution-induced reforms lasting 
until mid-1907 was followed by the strengthening of imperial conserva- 
tism. Nevertheless, Stolypin, who grew up on an estate near Keidany (in 
Kovna Province) and spent a lot of time there while he was Prime Minister, 
turned to the newly organizing Russian nationalist party after distancing 
himself from the Octobrists.”° 


75 Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 93. 
76 For an in-depth analysis of the All-Russian Nationalist Party, see Kotsiubinskii, Russkii natsionalizm v 
nachale XX stoletiia; San’ kova, Russkaia partiia v Rossii. On the evolution of the south and northwestern 


nationalists, see Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie monarkhisty, 92-100. 
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The organization of the All-Russian National Union began in 1908; 
however, for a few years, they remained a small parliamentary faction with- 
out attempting to build a stronger political party and create a network of 
provincial sections. The approaching elections to the Fourth Duma, and 
Stolypin’s turn towards nationalism, pushed for reorganization. The new 
statute of the party from 1911 envisaged the growth and opening of pro- 
vincial sections. It is important to note that many nationalists came from 
the western provinces, primarily the southwest. Politicians from the Kiev 
Nationalist Club were instrumental in founding the National Union. Fur- 
ther, there was sympathy for the ideology among the moderate right in the 
northwestern provinces too. 

However, the organization of sections of the party in Vil’na Province be- 
gan rather late, primarily as a result of the introduction of the new statute 
and the approaching elections in the autumn of 1912. Also, the murder of 
Stolypin in Kiev in 1911 increased respect for him and provided addition- 
al impetus for consolidation among the nationalists.”” The Vil’na section, 
which was called the Vil’na Russian National Union (Vilenskii Russkii 
Natsional’nyi Soiuz), was opened by the same group of former Octobrists, 
members of the Veche, and the Borderland Union, together with moder- 
ate rightists from the Peasant Society. The head of the latter, called Kovali- 
uk, a teacher and the owner of a private school, together with his colleague 
Vrutsevich, also a teacher, became the most active promoters of nationalism. 
Kovaliuk was appointed to lead the Vil’na section. The Duma elections once 
again became a mobilizing event, and yet another attempt was made to uni- 
fy and establish common ground between the Vil’na radical right, the na- 
tionalists, and the conservative Orthodox Brotherhood of the Holy Ghost. 

One of the first actions taken by the newly established section was their 
attempt to present themselves on the broader imperial scene and cultivate 


support in St. Petersburg. A delegation that included Kovaliuk, Vrutsevich, 


77 The Minsk section of the All-Russian National Union was opened in April 1911 by the Octobrist leader 
I. Chigirev, who closed the section and moved to the nationalists. By the end of the year, the new section 
had 193 members, 30 of whom were Orthodox priests (Bondarenko and Lavrinovich, Russkie i belorusskie 
monarkhisty, 92). 
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and another teacher, historian Lukian Solonevich, arrived in the capital on 
April 17, 1912. They were joined by their old colleague Byval’kevich, who 
was officially a delegate of the Sofia Orthodox Brotherhood in Grodna, as 
well as MPs in the Third Duma from Minsk Province, Orthodox priest An- 
drei Iurashkevich and Iosif Pavlovich, both of whom were connected with 
the parliamentary nationalist faction.’* It is interesting to note that in the 
rightist press they were called “the Belorussian delegation,” which indicated 
not only their origins, but also their representation of the Belorussian pop- 
ulation. They expressed concerns about the Polonization of Catholic Belo- 
russians through schools to senior officials. According to them, the local ad- 
ministration and Catholic priests either actively or passively supported the 
identification of Belorussians as “Poles,” which was based on the stereotypical 
belief that Catholicism was a Polish religion. In a memorandum presented to 
the authorities, the “Belorussian delegation” demanded that religion should 
be taught in the local language of the majority in the northwestern provinces, 
either in Lithuanian for Lithuanians or in Russian for Belorussians.”° 

They were granted audiences with the minister of the interior, the min- 
ister of education, and other senior officials. They also received a warm wel- 
come from the nationalists and monarchists and made presentations on the 
situation in the northwestern provinces, the dangers of creeping Poloniza- 
tion, and other related topics.*° The trip was a success, and St. Petersburg’s 
right-wing politicians and senior officials appreciated the newly established 
Vil’na section and its goals and agenda. Still, it would seem that it was only 
moral support; in practice, however, they did not achieve much. Upon the 
delegation’s return, the Vil’na section began actively building a new coali- 
tion for the approaching Duma elections. 

On April 29, 1912, the first meeting of the Vil’na Russian right-wing 
voters took place. All major organizations were represented: the national- 


ists, the radicals, and the moderates, as well as the Brotherhood of the Ho- 


78 F.O., “Vilna,” Okrainy Rossii 27-28 (July 7-14, 1912): 417-19. 

79 P.K. [Platon Kulakovskii], “Priezd belorusskoi delegatsii,” Okrainy Rossii 16 (May 21, 1912), 233-36. For more 
on issues related to the education of Catholic Belorussians, see the chapter in this book by Darius Staliūnas. 

80 S.K., “Belorusskaia deputatsiia v Sankt Peterburge,” Okrainy Rossii 16 (May 21, 1912), 241. 
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ly Ghost. A list of eighteen candidates was compiled for future discussions.*" 
However, a few days later, in a Vilenskii vestnik interview with Kovaliuk 
and Vrutsevich (he was not named in the original article, but he was iden- 
tified later), the latter expressed his reservations about the participation of 
Orthodox priests in politics, which he called an “erroneous practice.” More- 
over, it was stated that a stronger coalition between the nationalists and the 
radicals was impossible in the future due to ideological differences. They 
supported each other and the right-wing candidates only during elections.** 
The wish of the nationalists to become the leaders of all right-wing or- 
ganizations and the denunciation of the Orthodox clergy’s participation in 
politics by some represented a new political direction in the Russian right 
wing. When looking at other northwestern provinces, we can see similar 
tendencies, whereby Russian nationalists formed separate electoral com- 
mittees. Interestingly enough, in the Belorussian-inhabited territories, 
rather close cooperation was established between the radical right, the Or- 
thodox brotherhoods, and in some cases, even the imperial authorities.’ 
This unexpected turn of events within the Vil’na right-wing camp esca- 
lated further when, at the beginning of June, the Brotherhood of the Ho- 
ly Ghost announced it was establishing a separate electoral committee and 
invited nationalists to join their leadership and support the Brotherhood’s 
candidates. Until the elections to the Fourth Duma, the Orthodox Brother- 
hood and similar religious organizations exhibited relatively low-level polit- 
ical activism. The elections, however, activated a semi-secular organization 


that became a consolidated political factor. The long-established hierarchi- 


81 “Russkoe predvybornoe sobranie,” Vilenskii vestnik 2663 (May I, 1912). 

82 “Sredi vilenskikh izbiratelei,” Vilenskii vestnik 2667 (May 6, 1912). 

83 Bondarenko, Pravye partii, 275. On the role of Orthodox brotherhoods in the monarchist movement in 
the Belorussian-inhabited provinces, see Konstantin Bondarenko, “O meste i roli pravoslavnykh bratstv 
v monarkhicheskom dvizhenii na territorii Belarusi v nachale XX veka,” in Religiia i obshchestvo 11 (con- 
ference proceedings), eds. V. Starostenko and O. D’iachenko (Mogilev: MGU im. A.A. Kuleshova, 2017), 
97-99. The author states that in the 1912 elections, the role of the Orthodox brotherhoods in the Belorus- 
sian provinces was generally insignificant. However, judging from the press and later developments in the 
northwestern right-wing camp, their connection with the radical parties and organizations was beneficial 
for both, and thus led to the partial politicization of the religious brotherhoods. Also, many of the north- 
western radical right sections were either established or managed by Orthodox clergy, some of whom, as in 
the case of the Vil’na archbishop Nikandr, were leaders of local brotherhoods. 
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cal structure, close connections with the Orthodox clergy, and provincial 
religious communities demonstrated that the Brotherhood could compete 
with political parties and organizations.*+ Additionally, the Brotherhood 
was also assisted by other radical organizations like the Union of the Arch- 
angel Michael, the Union of Russian People, and the like.*s 

The Vil’na Brotherhood and their followers were especially fierce in 
their criticism and even personal insults against Kovaliuk, Vrutsevich, 
and other nationalists through the newspaper Vilenskii Vestnik. They also 
started another periodical just for the election campaign called Russkii iz- 
biratel’ (The Russian Voter), which was edited by a man called Tikhmenev, 
a specially hired person from St. Petersburg, whose goal, according to the 
nationalist press, was to wage a campaign promoting Brotherhood candi- 
dates and, at the same time, discredit the nationalists. In the end, this ri- 
valry backfired, and the Russian voters in Vil’na refused to elect any right- 
wing candidates. However, with the help of the Brotherhood, the radical 
right succeeded in sending two of their members from the Vil’na district to 
the Duma: Zamyslovskii and the Orthodox priest Vladimir Iuz’viuk, both 
of whom were members of the Union of Russian People.’ 

After the unsuccessful elections, Kovaliuk gave up his leadership over 
the Vil’na nationalists. But the failure to elect a new head of the section 
forced him to continue chairing the organization officially until 1913. This 
election defeat also reflected the diminishing activity of the Vil’na nation- 
alists. Some of them began supporting the Brotherhood, and some even 
joined the organization. Probably the last appearance of the Vil’na nation- 
alist section was in the autumn of 1913, when their representatives travelled 


to Kiev to commemorate the anniversary of Stolypin’s murder.*” 


84 P.B-ch [P. Byval’kevich], “Predvybornoe vremia v Severo Zapadnom krae,” Okrainy Rossii 25 (June 23, 
1912); 377-79. 

85 On the place of the Orthodox Church in radical right ideology, see K. Bondarenko, “Russkaia pravo- 
slavnaia tserkov’ v ideologicheskoi doktrine pravykh partii i ikh belorusskikh formirovanii,” in Religiia i 
obshchestvo 9 (conference proceedings), ed. V. Starostenko and O. D’iachenko (Mogilev: MGU im. A.A. 
Kuleshova, 2015), 48-50. 

86 “Mestnaia khronika,” Vilenskii vestnik 2804 (October 19, 1912). 

87 “V Vilenskom russkom natsional’nom soiuze,” Vilenskii vestnik 3065 (September 1, 1913). 
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Before the beginning of World War I, northwestern Russian right-wing 
organizations gradually shifted from more political to practical work, like, 
for example, improving agriculture and introducing cooperatives to Be- 
lorussian peasants. Some nationalists took the lead in the Vil’na Russian 
Agricultural Society (Vilenskoe Russkoe Sel’sko Khoziaistvennoe Ob- 
shchestvo), and many also joined other economic organizations like the 
all-empire Russian Grain (Russkoe Zerno).** With the beginning of the 
war, political and societal activism by Russian nationalists and other right- 
wing groups stopped. Many were called up or volunteered for the army; 
others, like Kovaliuk, were forced to move deeper into Russia with the ad- 


vance of the Germans. 
Conclusions 


The history of the right-wing parties and organizations in the northwestern 
provinces and their central city Vil’na shows the complicated relationship 
between the newly born popular Russian monarchist and nationalist move- 
ments and the imperial authorities. 

During the revolutionary period from 1905 to the end of 1907, radical 
and conservative religious groups like the Union of the Russian People and 
various Orthodox brotherhoods generally received stronger support and 
greater sympathy from both local and central imperial authorities. They 
stood for the traditional socio-political system in which monarchism, Or- 
thodoxy, and the dominance of Russians were pillars of the empire. More- 
over, these groups opposed the revolution and fought against it, which also 
made them a useful ally for the state authorities. 

The moderates and the nationalists were more inclined to organize peo- 
ple, stressing the importance of political participation, patriotic (imperial) 
education, nationalism, and so on. Many times, especially during elections 


to the Duma, the northwestern Octobrists, nationalists, and their organi- 


88 “K organizatsii Vilenskogo Russkogo sel’sko-khoziaistvennogo obshchestva,” Vilenskii vestnik 3200 (Feb- 
ruary 9, 1914). 
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zations attempted to mobilize Russians and Belorussians by taking a some- 
what more democratic approach, asking people to propose the best repre- 
sentatives to the Duma, express their opinions, vote, etc. This, of course, 
was primarily for the educated population, but organizations like the Peas- 
ant Society explored to some extent the opinions of the Belorussian peas- 
antry and their needs. However, this approach proved to be less successful 
primarily because of the lack of such traditions and the general political in- 
ertia within society. Therefore, the direct and authoritarian path taken by 
the radicals was, in a sense, more pragmatic and perhaps even more un- 
derstandable for many, especially in rural areas where the Orthodox cler- 
gy were sometimes the only moral authority and the only representatives of 
the intelligentsia. Arguably, this approach produced rather good short-term 
results, but it failed to raise the Russian patriotic and/or civic conscious- 
ness, and thereby modernize society. Instead, it continued to reproduce and 
strengthen the old social structures and the lack of interest in change. 

The revolution became a catalyst for organizing and increasing the ac- 
tive participation of people in politics, the economy, and cultural life. How- 
ever, the traditional gap between the imperial authorities and society (re- 
gardless of ethnicity or confession) was not overcome during the period 
analyzed. Despite their concern about the threat of non-Russian nation- 
alism and the Polonization of Catholic Belorussians, the nationalists were 
nonetheless a modernizing force given their goal of building a modern Rus- 
sian nation. Most were civil servants, bureaucrats or school teachers, and 
educated people in white-collar jobs. In this sense, they were appreciated 
more by the central imperial government; however, local authorities were 
quite ambivalent when it came to showing support for the provincial mod- 
erate right and nationalists by, for example, backing them in the 1912 Du- 
ma elections or helping moderate right-wing organizations like the North- 
western Russian Veche survive. Arguably, delegating more political power 
to the people was seen as a dangerous practice, just like the deeper reform of 
the state. The aggression that the radical right demonstrated tended to un- 
balance the local social order and traditional relations, which was undesir- 


able for the authorities whose task was to preserve stability. 
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The distribution of right-wing groups according to ideology showed that 
the northwestern provinces were not a homogeneous territory. It would ap- 
pear that Russian right-wing organizations in the Lithuanian-inhabited 
lands, notably regions with a Catholic Belorussian population and urban ar- 
eas, tended to be somewhat more nationalistic than radical or conservative. 
Perhaps this could be explained by the higher civic consciousness in towns 
where larger numbers of civil servants and members of the intelligentsia 
were concentrated. The Orthodox clergy and, to some extent, Russian land- 
lords had greater influence in rural settlements and parishes. Even though 
the statistics of the radical right did not represent their actual numbers, they 
were still favored by the more conservative, patriarchal, and religious com- 
munities, to whom the “old ways” of being ordered were, perhaps, more legi- 
ble than was the articulation of an informed and individual position. 

The history of the northwestern and specifically Vil’na Russian right- 
wing organizations reveals that one of the biggest hindrances to the forma- 
tion of modern Russian nationalism was the absence of a clear ideology and 
strategy that would have encompassed other, non-Russian, nationalisms 
within the general framework of the empire. The radicals were the most 
consistent because they kept to the pre-1905 doctrines that preached ex- 
clusive rights for the monarchy, the Russian nation, and the Orthodox re- 
ligion, whereas most of the local imperial authorities either took on the po- 
sition of a mediator, showing no particular preference for either side, or just 
ignored them altogether. Arguably, for the local authorities, the Russian 
popular right-wing movement was useful to have around and to maintain 
and deploy when necessary, but only as an instrument rather than a partner. 

From around 1913, the Russian right-wing movement in the northwest- 
ern provinces lost popularity and influence, especially in the Lithuanian- 
inhabited parts and the city of Vil’na. After the unsuccessful elections of 
1912, many nationalists changed their activities from more political to so- 
cio-economic, which was a field largely dominated by different Orthodox 
religious organizations and the radical right. However, the outbreak of the 
war halted the transformation and the further development of the north- 


western Russian right-wing movement. 
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The report was alarming. The revolutionaries had burned down “almost all 
manors,” dissolved government institutions, and took portraits of the tsar off 
the walls in the offices of Hasenpoth (Latvian: Aizpute) district in the province 
of Kurland. In the north of the district, usurpers proclaimed a “Latvian Re- 
public” and took weapons from a Finnish (!) ship. The anonymous author con- 
cluded more than two years later that nobody could be certain in these days, 
that “our borderland” was still in Russian hands. Even in peacetime, he assert- 
ed, there were only “inorodtsy i inovertsy” (different by their origin and/or faith) 
in state offices. Moreover, the Baltic barons were organizing the resettlement 
of German colonists to Kurland. It seemed as if the whole non-Russian bor- 
derland along the Baltic Sea was uniting to eliminate Russian authority in the 
region, which was so close to the capital geographically. The author ended his 
small piece, published in the chauvinist paper Okrainy Rossii (Russia’s border- 
lands) in early 1908, with the desperate assurance that every Russian who was 
not yet “Germanized, Latvianized, or Lutheranized” feels that they are “on en- 
emy territory.” The empire in the Baltic littoral apparently was in great danger.’ 

In the historiography on the Baltic Provinces of the Russian Empire, 


which has traditionally been dominated by local scholars,” many studies 


This study was supported by the Estonian Research Council project 1UT31-6. 


1 N.N, “Iz Pribaltiiskogo kraia,” Okrainy Rossii, no. 5 (1908): 69-70. Partly published in Valentin S. 
Diakin, Nacional ’nyi vopros vo vnutrennei politike tsarizma (XIX-nachalo XX vv.) (St. Petersburg: 
LISS, 1998), 242-43. 

2 Karsten Brüggemann and Bradley D. Woodworth, “Entangled Pasts—Russia and the Baltic Region,” in Russ- 
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have focused on the excesses of the local revolution in 1905. The littoral 
was indeed shaken by a wave of violence, especially in the countryside of 
the Livland and Estland provinces, where it was directed mostly against 
German landowners and clergy.* During these months of extreme violence, 
the tiny group of Germans, whose elite had played a dominant role in the 
provinces for centuries, finally sensed how dependent they were on impe- 
rial support. Only massive counter-violence exercised by the imperial army 
and German self-defense units allowed the old authorities to regain con- 
trol. In the aftermath of the upheaval and using new freedoms granted by 
tsar Nicholas II, German associations in the provinces were established to 
address the needs of the community, offering some comfort and an ethnic 
consciousness which was hitherto quite foreign to the Germans of the lit- 
toral.t A far more important consequence of the nationalization process 
taking place in reaction to ethnic violence, was that any kind of political 
cooperation between Baltic Germans on the one hand, and Estonian and 
Latvian representatives on the other, eventually became extremely difficult 
to negotiate.’ It seems that, in the very sensitive Baltic borderland, the clash 


of ethnicities loomed large. How did the imperial government react? 


land an der Ostsee: Imperiale Strategien der Macht und kulturelle Wahrnehmungsmuster (16. bis 20. Jahrhun- 
dert)/Russia on the Baltic: Imperial Strategies of Power and Cultural Patterns of Perception (16-20! Centu- 
ries), ed. Karsten Brüggemann and Bradley D. Woodworth (Vienna-Cologne-Weimar: Böhlau, 2012), 3-26. 

3 Ernst Benz, Die Revolution von rgo5 in den Ostseeprovinzen Rufslands: Ursachen und Verlauf der lettischen 
und estnischen A rbeiterbewegung im Rahmen der ersten russischen Revolution (Mainz: University of Mainz, 
1989); among other works in Estonian by the same author, see Toomas Karjaharm, “Gewalt in Estland im 
Jahr 1905: emotionale Anomalie oder ein Faktor der Modernisierung?” in Wandel und Anpassung in der 
Geschichte Estlands. 16.-20. Jahrhundert/Change and Adaptation in Estonian history: 16-20% Century, 
ed. Karsten Briiggemann (Liineburg: Nordost-Institut, 2014), 140-74. 

4 It is important to note, however, that these associations blossomed only for a short period. See Karsten 
Briiggemann and Katja Wezel, “Nationally Indifferent or Ardent Nationalists? On the Options of Being 
German in Russia’s Baltic Provinces, 1905-1917,” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 
20 (2019): 39-62; Jorg Hackmann, “Nachholende Modernisierung. Das kurze Leben der Deutschen Ver- 
eine in den russlandischen Ostseeprovinzen (1905~1914),” in Vereinskultur und Zivilgesellschaft in Nord- 
osteuropa/Associational Culture and Civil Society in North Eastern Europe, ed. Jorg Hackmann (Vienna— 
Cologne-Weimar: Böhlau, 2012), 387-418. 

5 Still valuable for the richness of its sources is: Gert von Pistohlkors, Ritterschafiliche Reformpolitik zwi- 
schen Russifizierung und Revolution. Historische Studien zum Problem der politischen Selbsteinschät- 
zung der deutschen Oberschicht in den Ostseeprovinzen Rufslands im Krisenjahr r905 (Göttingen: Muster- 
schmidt, 1978); Toomas Karjahärm, “Das estnisch-deutsche Verhältnis und die Russische Revolution von 
1905, in Estland und seine Minderheiten: Esten, Deutsche und Russen im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert, ed. Kon- 
rad Maier (Lüneburg: Institut Nordostdeutsches Kulturwerk, 1995), 431-51. 
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Historiography so far has neglected the repercussions of the Baltic rev- 
olution in 1905-06 on the imperial scene.ć Though we understand local re- 
actions quite well by now, far less is known about Russian perceptions of 
the clashes on the Baltic countryside. Of course, in general, the reactions of 
various Russian groups were quite diverse. While Lenin praised the revo- 
lutionary activity of the Latvian proletariat,’ for the St. Petersburg govern- 
ment, keeping the region quiet and loyal was the primary goal now more 
than ever. It comes as no surprise then that a confused and shaken center, in 
the face of the first signs of potential separatism from Estonians and Latvi- 
ans, returned to a century-old strategy of aristocratic alliance with the Ger- 
man nobilities of the littoral. At the same time, however, the center also had 
to look for ways to come to terms with demographic realities in terms of, for 
example, pragmatically cooperating with the Estonian-led city administra- 
tion of Revel’ (in Estonian, Tallinn; in German, Reval).§ 

For Russian “popular nationalists,” who—according to Theodore R. 
Weeks—never came so close to the realm of “official nationalism” executed 
by the government as in the aftermath of 1905, everything had gone wrong 
in the strategically vital Baltic borderlands.? In their eyes, Russia now had 
to pay the price for the complete failure of any kind of “Russification” in the 


6 This aspect is addressed only very generally in Edward C. Thaden, “The Russian Government,” in Rus- 
sification in the Baltic Provinces and Finland, 1855-1914, ed. Edward C. Thaden (Princeton, NJ: Prince- 
ton University Press, 1981), 13-108, here 72-75; with a different focus, but valuable for the perspective 
of the government, see Natal’ia S. Andreeva, Pribaltiiskie nemtsy i rossiiskaia pravitel ’stvennaia politika v 
nachale XX veka (St. Petersburg: Mir, 2008). On the Baltic Germans, see especially chapters 5 and 6 in An- 
ders Henriksson, Vassals and Citizens: The Baltic Germans in Constitutional Russia, 1905-1914 (Marburg: 
Herder-Institut, 2009). 

7 Vladimir I. Lenin [Rabochii], “Sovremennoe polozhenie Rossii i taktika rabochei partii,” in idem, Polnoe 
sobranie sochinenii, t. 12, 175-82, here: 181. (Originally published in Partiinye izvestiia, no. 1, February 7 
1906); Vladimir I. Lenin [Rabochii], “Iubileinomu nomeru ‘Zihna”, in idem, Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, t. 
19, 305-09, here 305-306 (originally appeared in Zibna, no. 100 [July 1910]). 

8 Forthe latter, see the letter of Estland’s governor Petr P. Bashilov to the Director of the Department of Po- 
lice M.I. Trusevich, January 22, 1907, in Imperskaia politika Rossii v Pribaltike v nachale XX veka. Sbor- 
nik dokumentov i materialov, ed. Toomas Kar iakhiarm [Toomas Karjahärm] (Tartu: Eesti Ajalooarhiiv, 
2000), 135-39. The Estonian city administration of Revel’ is discussed at length in the unpublished PhD 
dissertation by Bradley D. Woodworth, “Civil Society and Nationality in the Multiethnic Russian Em- 
pire: Tallinn/Reval 1860-1914” (Bloomington: Indiana University, 2003). 

9 For the term “popular nationalist,” see Theodore R. Weeks, “Official and Popular Nationalism: Impe- 
rial Russia, 1863-1914,” in Nationalismus in Europa: West- und Osteuropa im Vergleich, ed. Ulrike von 
Hirschhausen and Jörn Leonhard (Göttingen: Wallstein, 2001), 410-32. 
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littoral where inorodtsy and inovertsy continued to dominate the local ad- 
ministration even after 1905. Since the 1860s, demands to support “Russian 
principles” (russkie nachala) in the Baltic provinces had become popular in 
the press; but not even under Aleksandr III, during the period of so-called 
“Russification” that was much criticized by Baltic Germans and Estonians/ 
Latvians alike, did the situation change to such an extent that would have 
pleased Russian nationalist activists. As a matter of fact, concerning their 
visions for a Russian imperial future of the Baltic provinces, they remained 
disappointed with the government until the very end of the empire. 

In this chapter, I will first briefly outline the perception of the Baltic 
past and present in imperial nationalist discourse since mid-nineteenth 
century, keeping in mind the precarious relationship between the catego- 
ries of “empire” and “nation” concerning the allegedly “German” provinces, 
which were commonly believed to be a kind of “European” periphery of 
the tsarist state. How was the project of the “imperial nation,” to use Ste- 
fan Berger and Alexei Miller’s term, conceived so as to influence (and ulti- 
mately, possibly alter) the situation in the Baltic provinces?!° Second, I ask 
how the immediate influence of events during 1905-06 in the region affect- 
ed the perceptions and visions of Russian popular nationalists. 

In contrast to the government, which by and large for the sake of the 
empire continued to view the Baltic German nobilities as natural allies in 
the littoral, nationalists must have felt the complete isolation of their rad- 
ical position. They virtually ran out of potential allies in the provinces. 
Heavily influenced by Nikolai Danilevskii’s teachings about the inevita- 
ble clash between the Germanic and Slavic worlds, rallying behind the tra- 
ditional estate-based alliance of aristocracies supported by the dynasty did 
not enter their minds. Moreover, after the revolutionary excesses commit- 


ted by Estonians and Latvians, it was virtually impossible for them to con- 


10 Stefan Berger and Alexei Miller, “Introduction: Building Nations in and with Empires—A Reassess- 
ment,” in Nationalizing Empires, ed. Stefan Berger and Alexei Miller (Budapest, New York: Central Eu- 
ropean University Press, 2015), 1-30, here 4-5. Cf. the term “national empire” used by Mark Bassin, “Ge- 
ographies of Imperial Identity,” in Cambridge History of Russia, vol. 2, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917, ed. 
Dominic Lieven (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), 45-63. 
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ceive of anti-German cooperation with the demographic majorities in the 
provinces. Thus, they applied the very imprecise category of “Russianness” 
(russkost’) to conditions in the very un-Russian littoral in the vain hope of 
finding support in the imperial center, which should be, at least in their 
view, committed first and foremost to the representatives of the imperial 
nation in the borderlands. Yet the imperial government continued to view 
the provinces as “Russian” according to an imperial rather than a strictly 
nationalist definition. 

This study argues that, in Russian eyes, it was the emergence of Esto- 
nians and Latvians as collectives with an independent agenda that ulti- 
mately forced imperial authorities and Russian nationalists alike to change 
their attitude toward the provinces. Previously, both ethnicities were gen- 
erally believed to be “ethnographic material” that sooner or later would as- 
similate to the larger neighboring cultures, be it German or Russian.” Af- 
ter 1905-06, however, they were largely seen as socialists and potential 
separatists, and thus no longer as future objects of any kind of “Russifica- 
tion.” In the early twentieth century, the imperial (and) nationalist dream 
that Estonians and Latvians would sooner or later become loyal citizens ac- 
culturated—presumably by orthodoxy—to the world of the Rus’ obviously 
remained just that, a dream. 

Finally, this contribution demonstrates that eventually solving the “Bal- 
tic question” the way it was posed during the imperial period came close to 
squaring the circle. Robert Schweitzer has convincingly argued that St. Pe- 
tersburg failed to create a “government party” in the provinces that would 
have provided local support for the central government’s aims, leaving this 
task primarily to the imperial government’s official representatives, the gov- 


ernors.'” Of course, not being able to solve the national question did not 


11 Ona document entitled “Baltiiskii vopros s pravitel’stvennoi tochki zreniia” (1870/71), see Sergei G. Isa- 
kov, Ostzeiskii vopros v russkoi pechati 1860-kh godov (Tartu: Tartu Riiklik Ulikool, 1961), 178-83; Juliia 
L. Michailova, “‘Baltiiskii vopros s pravitel’stvennoi tochki zreniia’: P. A. Valuev i ego rol’ v upravlenii Pri- 
baltiiskim kraem v 1860-e gody,” in Rossiia i Baltiia, vyp. 4: Chelovek v istorii, ed. Aleksandr O. Chubar’ian 
et al. (Moscow: IVI RAN, 2006), 16-28. 

12 Robert Schweitzer, “Quasikonstitutionelle Herrschaft ohne ‘Regierungspartei: Das Dilemma der 


angemessenen Vertretung gesamtstaatlicher Interessen Russlands in den autonomen ‘Grenzmarken’ des 
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mean that the whole empire would immediately collapse; but neither prag- 
matism (managing Baltic diversity as had been done over the past centuries) 
nor radical nationalism (the bet on russkost’as general solution for the non- 
Russian region) offered durable solutions that could keep the region qui- 
et, loyal, and secure. In the final section, I will additionally argue that dur- 
ing World War I, Russian imperial policy toward the littoral reached a dead 


end because the center had also run out of potential local allies. 


Perception of a Non-Russian and Non-Orthodox Region 
during the Nineteenth Century 


In the early 1870s, a governmental paper postulated that the “Baltic ques- 
tion” had become one of the most urgent problems of imperial domestic pol- 
icy.” To put it another way, using the situation in the Baltic provinces in or- 
der to criticize the government had become quite popular. In press debates 
concerning this question in the 1860s, criticizing local developments in the 
Baltic provinces was widely used as a tool to demand the government break 
German domination of and support everything Russian in the littoral." 
This nationalizing approach to the empire was accompanied, moreover, 
by an illustrative change in topography. While traditionally, the Baltic prov- 
inces were referred to as Ostzeiskii krai (Ostsee is German for “Baltic”), since 
the 1860s a telling neologism was used: Pribaltiiskii krai (“Baltic region”). 


Obviously invented, much like the similar Privislenskii krai," to reflect the 


Russischen Reichs,” in Russland an der Ostsee: Imperiale Strategien der Macht und kulturelle Wahrneh- 
mungsmuster (16. bis 20. Jahrhundert)/Russia on the Baltic: Imperial Strategies of Power and Cultural Pat- 
terns of Perception (16"”-20” Centuries), ed. Karsten Brüggemann and Bradley D. Woodworth (Vienna- 
Cologne—Weimar: Böhlau, 2012), 225-42; cf. on the role of the governors in the provinces, see Karsten 
Briiggemann, “Representing Empire, Performing Nation? Russian Officials in the Baltic Provinces (Late 
19th/Early 20th Centuries),” Ab imperio 15, no. 3 (2014): 231-66. 

13 Isakov, Ostzeiskii vopros, 179. 

14 See Isakov, Ostzeiskii vopros; Andreas Renner, Russischer Nationalismus und Öffentlichkeit im Zarenreich 
1855-1875 (Cologne-Weimar-Vienna: Böhlau, 2000), 293-374; Olga Majorova, “Die Schlüsselrolle der 
‘deutschen Frage in der russischen patriotischen Presse der 1860er Jahre,” in Deutsche und Deutschland 
aus russischer Sicht: 19./20. Jahrhundert; Von den Reformen Alexanders II. bis zum Ersten Weltkrieg, ed. 
Dagmar Herrmann (Munich: Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 2006), 81-101. 

15 Onthe process of “territorial Russification” related to the invention of the term Privislenskii krai for Poland, 
see: Raymond Pearson, “Privileges, Rights, and Russification,” in Civil Rights in Imperial Russia, ed. Olga 
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perspective of the empire towards the border region, this new term seman- 
tically “Russified” Baltic topography. It also created new expectations: as 
ostzeiskii, the region was something far away, intrinsically foreign, some- 
thing that might even be permitted to remain separate. As pribaltiiskii, 
in contrast, the region was meant to be a genuine part of the empire."¢ In 
1907, the previously mentioned ultra-nationalist newspaper Okrainy Ros- 
sii claimed that only Germans still used the old-fashioned term Ostzeiskii 
krai, while Russians were kindly asked to pay attention to geography and 
call it correctly Pribaltiiskii krai’? After all, it was geography (among other 
factors) that made the region undoubtedly “Russian,” at least according to 
widespread discourse in late imperial Russia. 

How “Russian” were the Baltic provinces?'® Until the mid-nineteenth 
century, they had been largely conceptualized as a German part of the em- 
pire. During the reign of Nicholas I, it was not unusual for the region to be 
perceived as making Russia truly European, and thus a European empire in 
its own right. German dominance there, however, was perceived in terms 


of a “cosmopolitan monarchism” typical of the Nikolaevan era.*° Thus, it 


Crisp and Linda Edmonson (Oxford—New York: Oxford University Press, 1989), 85-102, here 97; Sviatoslav 
Kaspe, Imperiia i modernizatsiia: Obshchaia model’ i rossiiskaia spetsifika (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2001), 143. 

16 One of the leading dictionaries published on behalf of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society as late 
as 1876 still only used the term Ostzeiskii krai. See Geograficheskii slovar Rossiiskoi imperii, ed. Petr P. 
Semenov-Tian-Shanskii, t. 3 (St. Petersburg: Tip. V. Bezobrazova, 1867), 725. The Brokhaus and Efron en- 
cyclopedia two decades later indicated the change in its lemma: A. Ia{novskii], “Pribaltiiskii (ostzejskii) 
krai,” in Entsiklopedicheskii slovar’, Vol. XXV (49), ed. Fridrikh A. Brokgauz and II’ia A. Efron (St. Peters- 
burg: Tip.-Litografiia I.A. Efrona, 1898), 110-17. See, in general, Karsten Briiggemann, “The Baltic Prov- 
inces and Russian Perceptions in Late Imperial Russia,” in Russland an der Ostsee: Imperiale Strategien der 
Macht und kulturelle Wahrnehmungsmuster (16. bis 20. Jahrhundert)/Russia on the Baltic: Imperial Strate- 
gies of Power and Cultural Patterns of Perception (16-20'" Centuries), ed. Karsten Brüggemann and Brad- 
ley D. Woodworth (Vienna-Cologne—Weimar: Böhlau, 2012), 111-41; Karsten Brüggemann, Licht und 
Luft des Imperiums: Legitimations- und Reprasentationsstrategien russischer Herrschaft in den Ostseeprovin- 
zen im 19. und frühen 20. Jahrhundert (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2018), 223-24. 

17 Balt, “Pribaltijskii vopros,” Okrainy Rossii nos. 37-38 (1907): 537-38. 

18 The following paragraphs are based on Brüggemann, “The Baltic Provinces.” 

19 In 1848, the eminent geographer Konstantin I. Arsen’ev wrote that though the empire’s provinces on 
the Baltic Sea coast were almost entirely foreign in terms of language, law, and, culture, they comprised 
the “most treasured possession of the Empire” not least because they made it “European.” Konstantin I. 
Arsen’ev, Statisticheskie ocherki Rossii (St. Petersburg: Tip. Imperatorskoi Akademii Nauk, 1848), 4. 

20 Paul Bushkovitch, “What Is Russia? Russian National Identity and the State, 1500-1917,” in Culture, Nation 
and Identity: The Ukrainian—Russian Encounter (1600-1945), ed. Andreas Kappeler, Zenon E. Kohut, and Frank 
E. Sysyn (Edmonton-Toronto: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 2003), 144-61, here: 154. 
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was a typical imperial territory in which loyalty was guaranteed by transna- 
tional estate-based identities and solidarities—the alliance of aristocracies. 
Yet there was an uneasiness with the ethno-cultural conditions of the Baltic 
provinces, expressed, for example, in the accounts of Russian visitors to the 
littoral." Even if the Baltic Germans were still highly praised for their cul- 
tured habits, they came to be chided for refusing to learn the language of the 
emperor, whom they claimed to honor so dearly, and they were criticized for 
their “provincial patriotism.”** Yet this earlier criticism was not grounded in 
ethnic preconceptions. However, this began to change. While Russians vis- 
iting the provinces in the 1820s and 1830s sought their “Europe” in the ro- 
mantic landscape of medieval towns and castles, they later came to search for 
Russian symbols of the empire in this foreign environment. Revel’ was, thus, 
turned into an imperial /ieux de memoire with a special regard for Peter I.*3 
Apart from that, there was a growing sensibility for all of the missing 
elements of Russian imperial culture that would make even the ostensibly 
“Western” capital a Russian city. Still there were very few Russians on these 
shores. Russian was seldom heard spoken, and Orthodoxy was weak. There 
was political loyalty expressed by the Baltic Germans, but no cultural affin- 
ity. There were virtually no cultural anchors for Russians in the region, and 
this only slightly changed when in the 1840s approximately 100,000 Es- 
tonians and Latvians converted to Orthodoxy (which was, on the whole, 
a development in the countryside, where few Russians lived). In the long 
run, not even Russian religion turned these Baltic peasants into Russians, 
although many Russian (and, with a growing sense of fear, German) ob- 
servers expected this to happen. If conversion was initially a form of social 
protest against economic conditions in the countryside— peasants adopt- 


ed the faith of the Emperor in the vain hope of being granted good land— 


21 Brüggemann, Licht und Luft, 181-207. 

22 See, eg, Faddei V. Bulgarin, Letniaia progulka po Finliandii i Shvetsii v 1838 g. (St. Petersburg: Tip. 
Ekspeditsii Zagotovleniia Gosudarstvennykh Bumag, 1839), 33 (quote), 38, 40-41, 68. 

23 Brüggemann, Licht und Luft, 125-27; see also Karsten Briuggemann [Brüggemann], “Kak Estoniia sta- 
la russkim mestom pamiati. Turisticheskie marshruty i istoricheskoe voobrazhenie v epokhu Nikolaia I, 
Neprikosnovennyi Zapas 104, no. 6 (2015): 224-37. On Peter’s many visits to Revel’, see Sergei G. Isakov 
and Tatiana K. Shor, Viastiteli Rossiiskoi Imperii na estonskoi zemle (Tallin: aleksandra, 2009), 10-52. 
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being Orthodox eventually provided a means for Estonians and Latvians to 
escape German cultural and economic domination.*4 

In the long run, the conversion movement fundamentally altered the 
Russian perception of the Baltic provinces. Inspired by Western romantic 
nationalism, Russian intellectuals sensed that Russian imperial domination 
over non-Russian territories had to be justified anew. Instead of explaining 
Russian power simply by referencing autocratic rights, historical and cul- 
tural arguments for continued imperial dominance were elaborated. In this 
respect, the conversion to Orthodoxy was welcomed as a field upon which 
the issue of German domination in the Baltic provinces could be reassessed. 
Of lasting influence were Iurii F. Samarin’s “Letters from Riga,” written in 
1848. Here, the prominent Slavophile who had worked in Riga on behalf 
of the Interior Ministry in the mid-18 40s clearly set out a program for the 
mental appropriation of the Baltic region by Russia as a precondition for 
its genuine “merger” (sliianie) with Russia proper. In demanding affirma- 
tive action for the representatives of the imperial nation, this program chal- 
lenged tsarist policy at the time. Samarin was arrested for a few days, and 
the “Letters” were never published during his lifetime.” 

Samarin maintained that the Great Russian Plain extended all the way 


to the Baltic Sea; it was only at the coast that the empire (and thus the im- 


24 Daniel C. Ryan, “Religious Conversion and the Problem of Commitment in Livland Province, 1850s- 
18608,” Ajalooline ajakiri 121/122, no. 3-4 (2007): 369-92; Daniel C. Ryan, “The Tsar’s Faith: Conver- 
sion, Religious Politics, and Peasant Protest in Imperial Russia’s Baltic Periphery, 1845-18709” (PhD diss. 
University of California, Los Angeles, 2008). See also Aleksandr V. Gavrilin, Ocherki istorii Rizhskoi Epar- 
khii. 19 vek (Riga: Filokaliia, 1999), 109-82; Hans Kruus, Talurahva käärimine Lõuna-Eestis XIX sajandi 
4o-ndail aastail (Tartu: Eesti Kirjanduse Selts, 1930); Brüggemann, Licht und Lufi des Imperiums, 187-99. 

25 Iurii F. Samarin, “Pis'ma iz Rigi,” in Sochineniia Iu. F. Samarina, vol. 7: Pis'ma iz Rigi i Istoriia Rigi, ed. 
Dmitrii F. Samarin (Moscow: D. Samarin, 1889), 1-160, here XVI. See, in general, Kaspe, Imperiia i mod- 
ernizatsiia, 127. On Samarin cf. Robert Stupperich, Jurij Samarin und die Anfänge der Bauernbefreiung 
in Rußland (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1969), 45-55; Edward C. Thaden, “Jurii Fedorovich Samarin and 
Baltic History,” Journal of Baltic Studies 17 (1986), 321-328; Edward C. Thaden, “Iurii Fedorovich Sama- 
rin (1819-1876) as a Baltic Historian,” in Geisteswissenschaften und Publizistik im Baltikum des 19. und 
frühen 20. Jahrhunderts, ed. Nobert Angermann, Wilhelm Lenz, and Konrad Maier (Berlin and Miins- 
ter: LIT, 2011), 137-55; Iuliia L. Mikhailova, “Slavianofily i ostzeiskii vopros (40-60-e gody XIX v.),” Ote- 
chestvennaia istoriia, no. 5 (2007): 49-61. The recent paper by Richard Pipes, “Iurii Samarin’s Baltic Esca- 
pade,” Journal of Baltic Studies 42, no. 3 (2011): 315-27, is largely an English translation of the older but 
still relevant study Boris E. Nol’de, Iurii Samarin i ego vremia (Paris: Impr. de Navarre, 1926). 
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perial nation) met its “natural” border.** Translated into geopolitical terms, 
this argument turned into a strategic one that was well known since the 
times of Peter I, when Russian power in the Baltic provinces was seen as vi- 
tal for defending the entrance to the Gulf of Finland, and thus protecting 
the capital. In Samarin’s “Letters,” this geographic “naturalness” was under- 
pinned with an argument taken from history, which asserted the “natural- 
ness” of imperial Russian rule. Samarin reminded his readers of an ongoing 
process of submission on the part of the indigenous populations to peaceful 
Russian authority, which began as early as the time of Kievan Grand Prince 
Yaroslav the Wise in the eleventh century. 

In this narrative, the Germans played the part of brutal intruders who in- 
terrupted a peaceful process of the integration and assimilation of lands and 
peoples into the Orthodox world of the Rus’. According to this thesis, Samarin 
claimed Russia’s right and “destiny” to “lead the Baltic region to civil and eccle- 
siastical enlightenment,” a mission civilisatrice typical for an empire in the nine- 
teenth century. Most of all, however, his argument that “the Germans took the 
Baltic region from the Russians, and Catholicism tore it from the bosom of 
Orthodoxy” resonated with his Russian readers.*” Therefore, German domi- 
nance in the region was interpreted as unjust and even “unnatural.” Based on 
this idea, Estonians and Latvians had originally adopted Christianity as a re- 
sult of a peaceful mission from the east.** Equipped with this narrative, nation- 
alists thereafter could depict the Baltic region as initially Orthodox and, thus, 


culturally and historically Russian territory.” 


26 Samarin, “Pisma,” 18; Samarin’s argument was later used particularly by the Riga-based Russian histori- 
ographer Evgraf V. Cheshikhin. See his Istoriia Livonii s drevneishikh vremen vol. x (Riga: Tip-lit. A.I. 
Lipinskogo, 1884), III; Karsten Brüggemann, “Ein Russe in Riga: Evgraf Vasil’evié Češichin (1824-1888) 
als Journalist und Historiker im Dienst des Imperiums,” in Geisteswissenschaften und Publizistik im Balti- 
kum des 19. und frühen 20. Jahrhunderts, ed. Nobert Angermann, Wilhelm Lenz, and Konrad Maier (Ber- 
lin and Münster: LIT, 2011), 157-91. 

27 Samarin, “Pis'ma,” 4-5, 18; cf. Anti Selart, “Vene ike ja muistne priius. Eesti-Vene suhete historiograafi- 
ast” Vikerkaar, nos. 8-9 (2000): 98-104, here: 99. 

28 [Filaret,] “Otkuda korennye zhiteli Lifliandii pervonachaľ’no poluchili khristianstvo, s vostoka ili s zapada? 
Moskovitianin 4, no. 7 (1843): 85-102, here 96, 100. 

29 Evfimii M. Kryzhanovskii, Ostzeiskii vopros i pravoslavie (St. Petersburg: s.n., 1884), 10-14; Boris V. 
Dobryshin, K istorii pravoslaviia v Pribaltiiskom krae. Ocherk s prilozheniem nekotorykh ofitsial 'nykh do- 
kumentov (St. Petersburg: Gosudarstvennaia tip., 1911). 
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What was important from the point of view of the empire was that the 
“natives” (tuzemtsy), as this colonial discourse tended to call Estonians and 
Latvians, were seen as victims of German aggression given that their fore- 
fathers had previously been on the “right” path towards Orthodoxy and 
the Russian world. The conversion movement of the 1840s, thus, properly 
expressed their “natural” needs. In the 1860s, the Baltic “natives”, alleged- 
ly under attack by a Germanizing Lutheran Church, were even depicted as 
martyrs to the “Russian cause.” This discursive environment was famous- 
ly expressed in the well-known controversy between Samarin and the Pro- 
fessor of History at Dorpat (Russian: Derpt/Iur’ev; Estonian: Tartu) Uni- 
versity, Carl Schirren in 1869, in which the latter ferociously attacked the 
idea of a Russian mission civilisatrice.>' However, the framework established 
by Samarin was later used by Alexander III to carry out so-called “Russify- 
ing” reforms in the Baltic provinces.** 

The tone was set, however, for a more enduring kind of “Russification” 
than any kind of administrative or political reforms could offer: the “Rus- 
sification” of the region in the minds of the Russian public. Of course, in 
contrast to predominantly Slavic-inhabited territories in the Western prov- 
inces claimed by Russian nationalism as part of the national body, the Bal- 
tic provinces were usually seen as Russian only in terms of history and cul- 
ture. However, attempts to demonstrate that Latvians (and Lithuanians) 


were ethnically “half-brothers of the Slavs,” and the urgent demand made 


30 Isakov, Ostzeiskii vopros, 70. 

31 Carl Schirren, Livländische Antwort an Herrn Juri Samarin (Leipzig: Duncker & Humblot, 1869), 103, 
104-05. Schirren attacked Samarin’s Okrainy Rossii: Seriia pervaia; Russkoe baltiiskoe pomore, vol. 1: Russ- 
koe Baltiiskoe pomore v nastoiashchuiu minutu (kak vvedenie v pervuiu seriiu) (Prague: Tip. Dr. F. Skrei- 
shovskogo, 1868). In turn, his attack was answered by Samarin’s former teacher, the historian Mikhail P. 
Pogodin, Ostzeiskii vopros: Pismo M. P. Pogodina k professoru Shirrenu (Moscow: Tip. “Russkogo”, 1869). 
On this debate, see Michael Haltzel, Der Abbau der standischen Selbstverwaltung in den Ostseeprovinzen 
Russlands: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der russischen Unifizierungspolitik 1855-1905 (Marburg: Herder-In- 
stitut, 1977), 27-40; Gert von Pistohlkors, “Ursprung und Entwicklung ethnischer Minderheiten in der 
baltischen Region im 19. und beginnenden 20. Jahrhundert,” in Staatliche Einheit und nationale Vielfalt 
im Baltikum: Festschrift für Prof. Dr. Michael Garleff zum 65. Geburtstag, ed. Gert von Pistohlkors and 
Matthias Weber (Munich: Oldenbourg, 2005), 13-34. 

32 On these reforms, see the concise analysis in Haltzel, Der Abbau, ch. II-IV; Thaden, “The Russian Gov- 
ernment,” 54-75. 

33 Evgeniia L. Nazarova, “Russkii iazyk kak instrument rusifikatsii/obruseniia Ostzeiskogo kraia v politike 
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by historian Mikhail P. Pogodin already in 1869 to “Russify” (rusit’) the na- 
tives of the Baltic provinces as soon as possible in order to make them in- 
to “truly Orthodox Russians,”*+ prove that there was fertile ground for the 
idea to make the provinces part of the national body, at least at some point 
in the future. Even if the Baltic provinces were not perceived as being ethni- 
cally “Russian” right now, or in Miller’s words, they were “not included in- 
to the image of the Russian national territory,’ they were broadly regarded 
as a historically (and potentially) Orthodox region with a (peasant) popula- 
tion culturally bound to the world of Russia, and thus predisposed to Rus- 


sia’s cultural and political dominance. 
Russian Nationalists and Baltic History 


History mattered in the Russian perception of the Baltic provinces, because 
for those inspired by the vision of a national empire,?* Samarin’s thesis of a 
Russian pre-Catholic past in the littoral served as an essential legitimation of 
their claims. In the years after the revolution of 1905-1906, this thesis already 
had its own history. It was popularized in brochures introducing the Pribaltii- 
skii krai to an increasingly literate public starting in the 1870s. One of the first 
examples of this type of literature published in 1870 repeated the claim, taken 
from Samarin’s teacher Pogodin, that “before the Germans, Poles, Swedes, and 
Danes, the Baltic littoral [Baltiiskoe pomore] belonged to Russia” because it 
used to be part of the principalities of the Rus’.” Thus, from times immemori- 


al, the region never lost its primordial Russian character. This construction of 


vlastei i predstavleniiakh obshchestvennosti Rossiiskoi imperii: XIX v.,” in Istoricheskii put’ litovskoi pis- 
mennosti: Sbornik materialov hkonferentsii, ed. S. Temchin (Vilnius: Institut litovskogo iazyka, 2005), 260- 
90, here 279. 

34 Pogodin, Ostzeiskii vopros, 109, 111. 

35 Alexei Miller, “The Empire and the Nation in the Imagination of Russian Nationalism,” in Imperial Rule, 
ed. Alexei Miller and Alfred J. Rieber (Budapest-New York: Central European University Press, 2004), 
9-26, here: 21; idem, Imperiia Romanovykh i natsionalizm: Esse po metodologii istoricheskogo issledovaniia 
(Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie, 2006), 162-63. 

36 See the categorizations in Bassin, “Geographies of Imperial Identity,” and esp. 55-63 on “national empire.” 

37 M. Nevzorov and V. Zabotin, Pribaltiiskii krai: Istoricheskii ocherk i opisanie gubernii Estliandskoi, Liv- 
liandskoi i Kurliandskoi (St. Petersburg: Izdanie redaktsii narodnogo zhurnala “Mirskoj vestnik”, 1870), 6. 
This formulation comes from Pogodin, Ostzeiskii vopros, 11-12. 
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a specifically Russian history of the region was needed if one wanted to alter its 
conditions. In this context, it was not only “conquest” or “reconquest” in the 
name of the dynasty that counted: imperial possessions were justified through 
a tradition of the continuous peaceful impact of Russian culture on the terri- 
tories and peoples of a borderland. Theodore Weeks has claimed that it is im- 
possible to understand “Russian attitudes and ‘state interests’ as perceived by 
contemporaries... without an appreciation of the historical lessons lurking be- 
hind Russians’ perceptions of their role in these lands” (meaning broadly the 
“western territories”).3* In the case of the Baltic provinces, in this process of re- 
writing of history, the Russian mission civilisatrice of the late nineteenth centu- 
ry received a mythical predecessor during the tenth and eleventh centuries in 
order to prove the long lasting (peaceful) dominance of “Russia” in the region.?? 
Convinced that the Germans were only illegitimate intruders who came with 
“fire and sword,” this discourse eventually integrated the conflict with the Bal- 
tic provinces into the story of the historical antagonism between the German- 
ic and Slavic worlds. 

It has to be stressed that in early twentieth century Russian-language lit- 
erature related to the Baltic provinces, Samarin’s historical argument was 
firmly established. Russian publications issued on the occasion of the bicen- 
tennial of the de facto incorporation of Estland and Livland into the Rus- 
sian Empire in 1710 left no doubt about who the legitimate ruler in the lit- 
toral was. Next to the traditional argument of imperial conquest in 1710, 
most of them also promoted the thesis that the strong, pre-Catholic Rus- 
sian (-orthodox) influence on the littoral was interrupted by the Germans 
only in early thirteenth century. Consequently, the Russian state had a his- 
torical right to rule in the littoral, which, due to its geographic situation, 


had to become part of this state sooner or later.*° The Estonian-born magis- 


38 Theodore R. Weeks, Nation and State in Late Imperial Russia: Nationalism and Russification on the West- 
ern Frontier, 1863-1914 (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 1996), 92-93. 

39 In more detail, see Brüggemann, Licht und Luft des Imperiums, 271-88. 

40 See, as an example: Pavel G. Pshenichnikov, Russkie v Pribaltiiskom krae (Istoricheskii ocherk) (Riga: 
Russkii natsional’nyi klub “Russkaia beseda”, 1910). Cf. Ivan I. Vysotskii, Ocherki po istorii ob’ edineniia 
Pribaltiki s Rossiei (1710-1910 EE) vyp. 1-4 (Riga: A. Nitavskii, 1910); Ivan I. Rogozinnikov, K dvukhsot- 
letiiu prisoedineniia Estliandii k derzhave Rossiiskoi: Eestimaa Weneriigi Walitsuse alla saamise kahesaja- 
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ter of the Ecclesiastical Academy in St. Petersburg, Ivan Iur’ens (Joann Jür- 
gens), supported the nationalist Russian view on the local past, emphatical- 
ly claiming that prior to the Catholic crusade, the littoral had reached an 
exceptionally high level of cultural development solely due to the early Rus- 
sian mission civilisatrice.*' 

The following discussion of right-wing activists’ reactions to the rev- 
olutionary events in 1905-1906, which were essentially a presentation of 
various models for a “Russian” future of the littoral, demonstrates that re- 
gardless of the level of personal experience in the Baltic provinces, the pro- 
tagonists of this debate created a utopian vision of the region in which ev- 
erything was turned upside down. In many ways, the process of mental 
appropriation of the provinces as historically and culturally part of Russia 
had gone so far that many authors were ready to project the idealized situa- 
tion in Russia proper onto the completely different realities that existed in 
the littoral. In contrast, it must be stressed that there was actually no dan- 
ger in 1905-06 that the empire would lose its outlet to the Baltic Sea or that 
the German Reich would have been ready to take over the territory. It might 
even be argued that the region never was so integrated into the empire-wide 


structures as in the decade following the chaotic days of the revolution.* 
Visions of the End of Empire at the Baltic Sea 
In his speech at the St. Petersburg branch of the Slavianskoe Blagotvoritel - 


noe Obshchestvo on December 30, 1905, the former rector of the Universi- 


ties of Warsaw and Iur’ev, Anton S. Budilovich, set the tone for the alarm- 


aastaseks malsetuse päewaks (Tallinn: Izdanie Osobogo Komiteta po sooruzheniiu pamiatnika Imperato- 
ru Petru I v gor. Revele, 1910); Ivan A. Iur’ens, Pribaltiiskii krai pod russkoi vlast iu: K 200 letnemu iubileiu 
prisoedineniia Pribaltiiskogo kraia k Russkoi derzhave (4 iiulia 1710 — 4 iiulia 1910 g.) (Riga: Rizhskoe Pet- 
ropavlovskoe Bratstvo, 1910). 

41 Turens, Pribaltiiskii krai, 6-10. Cf. the work of a Latvian author who despite supporting the legitimacy of 
Russian rule in the littoral demanded more rights for its inhabitants: Petr M. Tokarev (Péteris Dreima- 
nis), Baltiiskii vopros: ‘vatkii istoricheskii ocherk I (K 200 letiiu prisoedineniia Lifliandii i Estliandii k Ros- 
sii 1710-1910) (Riga: A.A. Pavlov, [1910]). 

42 See, eg., Ulrike von Hirschhausen, Die Grenzen der Gemeinsamkeit: Deutsche, Letten, Russen und Ju- 
den in Riga, 1860-1914 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2006); Hendriksson, Vassals and Citizens; 
Briiggemann and Wezel, “Nationally indifferent.” 
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ist discourse of Russian nationalists that dominated the debate during and 
immediately following the revolutionary events. The well-known Slavist 
made it clear to his audience that if nothing happens, the “Northern Cap- 
ital” might find itself very soon only 20 verst “from the enemy” (meaning 
the Finns in this paragraph). In the Baltic provinces, the situation was no 
less serious because the main centers were cut from the rest of the empire 
during the course of the revolution. The new governor of Livland province, 
Vasilii U. Sollogub, had to force his way from Dvinsk to Riga with weap- 
on in hand. The region had been temporarily cut off from imperial con- 
trol. In his speech, Budilovich also stressed the brutality with which Esto- 
nians and Latvians allegedly massacred German nobles and pastors. This 
reminded him of the way they had fought the Catholic crusaders in the 
early thirteenth century." 

Budilovich blamed the recent escalations on “foreign propagandists” 
(British, Japanese, Jews, the soiuz inodordtsev Rossii, professors, doctors, 
and engineers, as well as the soiuz soiuzov), but there was one party he crit- 
icized the most for the ostzeishchina (a pejorativ term denouncing German 
rule in the Baltic Provinces), as he called it: the rulers of the empire. Since 
Peter I, they had always only thought about how to preserve local customs 
and traditions instead of “fostering the Russian (...) element” there.*# The 
Germans, he continued, now would say that everything happened because 
of the Russification policies of “Murav’ev, Manassein, and Bobrikov,” but in 
fact, the Germans just wanted to divert attention away from the real prob- 
lem. In Budilovich’s eyes, the real problem was quite the opposite: there 
hadn't been a Murav’ev, Manassein, or Bobrikov consistently present in the 


borderlands.** What Budilovich expressed here was the well-known argu- 


43 Anton S. Budilovich, O poslednikh dvizheniiakh v srede chudskikh i letskikh plemen Baltiiskogo poberezh "id. 
Rech’ v torzhestvennom sobranii Spb. Slavianskogo blagotvoritel’nogo obshchestva, 30 Dekabria rgos g. (St. 
Petersburg: Tipografiia V.D. Smirnova, 1906), 7-8, 13. Interestingly enough, this braveness, which was 
usually seen as a positive aspect of the character of the zuzemtsy (as long as it was directed against the Ger- 
mans), now turned against the Russians. On ethnographic stereotypes virulent in Russian perception of 
the Estonians and Latvians, see Briiggemann, Licht und Luft, 149-80. 

44 Budilovich, O poslednykh dvizheniiakh, 18. 

45 Ibid., 19. Budilovich here refers to three Russian governors resp. officials active in non-Russian regions: 
N. M. Murav’ev (Governor-General of Vilna 1863-65), N. A. Manasein (the later Minister of Justice who 
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ment used by advocates of full sliianie ever since the era of Peter I, when the 
Russian government continuously acted against “real” Russian interests in 
the Baltic borderland. He asserted that St. Petersburg governed the region 
politically, but failed to do so in the ethical and spiritual sense. As a result, 
Budilovich concluded, Russia’s power on the Baltic Sea coast was destined 
to end soon. In the final passages of his speech, he used the specter of the 
Germanization of the whole coastline from Lübeck to Torino to commu- 
nicate the vulnerability of St. Petersburg itself.*° 

For Budilovich, the empire needed the littoral “like light and air” (kak 
svet i vozdukh) because it provided the only access to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Therefore, he rhetorically asked his audience, “do we really want to allow 
this access to the world to be cut off (...) by a system of alien autonomies” ?47 
It is interesting that right-wing authors with a more liberal orientation like 
Oktobrist and expert in financial law Eduard N. Berendts came to a very 
similar conclusion about the situation; but the two men offered complete- 
ly different solutions. In early 1906, Berendts argued that without the Bal- 
tic borderlands, the empire could not make any use of its vast territory. He 
called it the “tragedy of Russia’s historical situation” that every time the 
government aims to foster “Russian statehood” in the okrainy, its adversar- 
ies criticize its “national chauvinism.” For this reason, he called for more 
attention to be paid to the cultivation of local languages and more local 
autonomy; that is, “autonomy in the strict sense,” which would leave lo- 
cal self-administration to local powers without jeopardizing “state unity.”** 

For Budilovich, in contrast, leaving local questions to local popula- 
tions would spell political suicide. He advocated for a system modeled after 


the all-Russian zemstvo, where demographic majorities would be shielded 


carried out a revision of Livland Province during 1882-83), and N. I. Bobrikov (Governor-General of Fin- 
land 1898-1904), who in the eyes of popular nationalists, had become the (good) exceptions to the rule 
of too many liberal officials sent out by the center due to their “Russifying” policies in the borderlands. 

46 Ibid., 24. 

47 Ibid. 

48 Eduard N. Berendts, “Ob avtonomii Baltiiskikh gubernii, Pol’shi i Finliandii” (Publichnye lektsii, chi- 
tannye v Iaroslavle 27 ianvaria i 2 fevralia 1906 g) in Koe-chto o sovremennykh voprosakh, ed. Eduard N. 
Berendts, 35-108 (St. Petersburg: Tip. M.M. Stasiulevicha, 1907), here 57-60. 
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against the “grasps” (zakhvaty) of the “minority of newcomers” (prishloe 
men’shinstvo)—meaning Baltic Germans who had already been settled in 
the littoral for nearly seven centuries. In order to make this system work in 
the interest of the imperial nation, he proposed the large-scale migration of 
Russian peasants into the provinces.*? But, as we shall see, this was easier 
said than done. Yet, Budilovich in general agreed with Berendts on the is- 
sue of local languages. If the reforms of the early 1890s introduced Russian 
as language of instruction in all schools—a measure abandoned, by the way, 
in 1905°°—Budilovich proposed an educational system for the Baltic prov- 
inces “patterned after the Russian-alien schools of Il’minskii [po tipu russ- 
ko-innorodcheskikh shkol Il’minskogo\,” which (Budilovich most definitely 
intended) would provide a foundation for the integration of Estonians and 
Latvians into the Russian world.°! 

In this context, it is interesting to note what exactly the Russian pub- 
lic knew about Estonians and Latvians; that is, the potential secessionists 
whose own elites did not see independent states as a possibility in the near 
future of their communities. The uneasiness exhibited by many Russian 
observers toward these “natives” also has to do with the traditional image 
of peasant populations distributed in the aforementioned ethnographical 
writings that introduced the Baltic provinces to Russian readers. In this lit- 
erature, the reader would rarely learn that, for example, Estonians and Lat- 
vians were almost completely literate. Ethnographic information tended to 
come from Enlightenment writings and was, on the whole, hopelessly out- 


dated. Why should anybody in the empire be concerned about the national 


49 According to the census of 1897, 5.4 percent of the population was composed of Russians in the three Bal- 
tic provinces (including Belorussians and Ukrainians); Riga counted almost 17 percent of its population 
and Reval ro percent as Russians. Brüggemann, Licht und Luft, 311-13. 

so See Indrek Kiverik, “Baltisakslased ja vene riigivõim 19. saj. II poolel: vene keele kasutuselevotmisest Balti 
kubermangude ametiasutustes ja koolides” [Baltic Germans and the Russian state in the second half of the 
19™ century: Introduction of Russian in state offices and schools of the Baltic province], in Vene impeeri- 
um ja Baltikum: venestus, rahvuslus ja moderniseerimine I9. sajandi teisel poolel ja 20. sajandi alguses, eds. 
Tõnu Tannberg and Bradley D. Woodworth, 11-68 (Tartu: Eesti Ajalooarhiiy, 2010). 

51 Budilovich, O poslednikh dvizheniiakh, 21. On the “schools of I’minskii” see Robert Geraci, Window on the 
East. National and Imperial Identities in Late Tsarist Russia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2001), 47- 
85; Seppo Lallukka, “Kazan’ Teacher Seminary and the Awakening of the Finnic Peoples of the Volga-Ural 
Region,” Studia Slavica Finlandensia. Tomus IV (Helsinki: Neuvostoliittoinstituutti, 1987), 143-65. 
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aspirations of peasants whose favorite entertainment was swinging (in the 
case of Estonians) and solving riddles (in the case of Latvians) ?5* 

However, something was going on in these provinces which were tra- 
ditionally regarded as “German.” In his book Pribaltiiskaia Smuta (Baltic 
“Times of Troubles”), an allegory of the empire completely losing control 
already apparent in the title, author “Vega” (the pseudonym for V. V. Gei- 
man, a journalist for the right-wing populist Novoe Vremia [New Times])°3 
described a situation in which Estonians and Latvians could now be found 
in much higher levels of hierarchy than previously thanks to the tradition- 
al sympathies of Russian bureaucrats toward oppressed nations.>+ Eventual- 
ly, the victories in local elections (presumably a hint to the Estonian victory 
in Revel’ in 1904) “made the heads [of these young nationalities] spin.” But 
even more alarming must have been his claim that both collectives now al- 
so have national anthems that they would sing with unceasing emotion on 
every occasion.’ The real danger for Russia was not to be seen in peasant 
populations singing national melodies; in Vega’s eyes, it was that these peo- 
ples would voluntarily join Germany and become proud parts of the Vater- 
land sometime in the near future. The only way to prevent this development, 
according to Vega, was to bring the Russian administration in order, so it 
would no longer be paralyzed ifit had to move beyond punishing poor peas- 
ants. If nothing changed, Vega claimed boldly, Latvians, sooner rather than 
later, would call for the assistance of the German Reich themselves. From 
their point of view, Vega added emphatically, this would even be the right 
choice because Russia was paralyzed, when it came to realizing reforms: 


“seas of paper and ink” would never be enough to keep the provinces loyal.°% 


52 Karsten Briiggemann, “Fremde im eigenen Imperium. Russische ethnografische Beschreibungen finnisch- 
er und baltischer Völker an der Ostsee im spaten Zarenreich,” in Nation und Sprache in Nordosteuropa im 
19. Jahrhundert, ed. Konrad Maier (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2012), 49-73. 

s3 Andreeva, Pribaltiiskie nemtsy, 52. 

s4 “Vega”, Pribaltiiskaia smuta (St. Petersburg, Russia: Izd. A.S. Suvorina, 1907), 25; cf. Bradley D. Woodworth, 
“Patterns of Civil Society in the Modernizing Multiethnic City: A German Town in the Russian Empire Be- 
comes Estonian,” Ab Imperio 7, no. 2 (2006): 135-62. Toomas Karjaharm has convincingly argued that it was 
first and foremost the lower levels of local provincial administration that gradually became filled with Esto- 
nians. See his Vene impeerium ja rahvuslus: Moderniseerimise strateegiad (Tallinn: ARGO, 2012), 153-62. 

ss “Vega”, Pribaltiiskaia smuta, 25-26. 

56 Ibid., 130. 
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The German danger was a well-established rhetorical figure in Russian 
nationalist discourse at least since Danilevskii’s Rossiia i Evropa. The ques- 
tion of how to improve the situation in the Baltic borderland led to anoth- 
er characteristic element of these writings: the belief that the russkost’ of offi- 
cials and even colonists was the key to a solution of the Baltic question that 
would be in the empire’s interests.” This attitude was especially true for those 
Russian nationalists who actually lived in the Baltic provinces. It was in their 
writings first and foremost that we find quite imaginative solutions for the 
“Baltic question,” thereby revealing a mind-blowing tendency to completely 
ignore actual local conditions. This tiny segment of the Russian population 
in the region, however, quite effectively used the weekly Okrainy Rossii, estab- 
lished in 1906 (and mentioned in the introduction of this chapter), to com- 
municate its ideas to the capital.5* It was in their publications that the call for 
a thorough “Russification” (a term offering a wide array of interpretations) 
prevailed to such an extent that more neutral observers might have noticed 
the absence of any consideration as to how the realization of the proposed 
measures might affect the position of the empire in the littoral. 

Mikhail Dolbilov has written about the “discursive trap” set by the 
rhetoric of the state that Russian officials often faced when they visited 
the Western borderlands. This was also true for officials visiting the Bal- 
tic provinces. Born and raised in Russia proper, their ideas of the state they 
lived in were shaped by the “all-imperial context.” Realizing that quite a 
lot of the usual elements of the Russian environment—the cultural an- 
chors Russian tourists had already looked for in the littoral during the era 
of Nicholas I—were not displayed in the same way and were less meaning- 


ful in the “borderland context” was a shock.’ In the Baltic provinces, the 


57 Richard Wortman, “The ‘Integrity’ (Tse/ost’) of the State in Imperial Russian Representation,” Ab imperio 
12, no. 2 (2011): 20—45. 

58 At least on one occasion (see the introduction to this chapter) we know that this chauvinist paper was 
read by His Majesty as well. Diakin, Natsional’nyi VOpros, 242; Andreeva, Pribaltiiskie nemtsy, 104. See 
also Toomas Karjahärm, Ida ja Lääne vahel: Eesti-Vene suhted 1850-1917 (Tallinn: Eesti Entsüklopeedia- 
kirjastus, 1998), 165-68. Yet it is hard to measure the actual influence of papers like “Okrainy Rossii.” See 
Weeks, “Official and Popular Nationalism,” 429. 

s9 Mikhail Dolbilov, “Russification and the Bureaucratic Mind in the Russian Empire’s Northwestern Re- 
gion in the 1860s,” Kritika. Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 5, no. 2 (2004): 245-71. 
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situation was even worse because of the Lutheran and utterly non-Slav- 
ic environment. Obviously, especially after the events of 1905, when Lat- 
vian and Estonian revolutionaries challenged state authority locally, the 
only feasible solution seemed to be to finally make the foreign region as 
Russian as possible. One of the standard demands in this regard was the 
proposal of administratively merging the three Baltic provinces with the 
St. Petersburg or Pskov provinces, a demand that actually dates back to 
Pavel Pestel’s “Russkaia Pravda.” Such a reform, however, eventually would 
have only deepened the “discursive trap” in raising the expectations con- 
cerning the russkost’ of the Baltic region. To some extent, this was exact- 
ly what happened after the Alexander Nevskii Cathedral was opened on 
Revel’s Toompea hill, the traditional bastion of the Baltic German elite, 
in 1900. Just a few years before the turmoil of the first revolution, the 
Pravitel stvennyi Vestnik proudly declared that this church would finally 
confirm “the victory of Orthodoxy and the Russian State.”%° 

Apparently, the most prolific exponent of this extreme right-wing Rus- 
sian diaspora in the Baltic provinces was Ivan Vysotskii, the editor of the 
Riga-based Russian newspaper Rizhskii vestnik (1903-13). If Weeks de- 
scribed official politics in the Baltic provinces “as a combination of admin- 
istrative centralization and the protection of minorities from an alien and 
hegemonic foreign culture,”*' then for people like Vysotskii, protecting mi- 
norities meant first and foremost protecting the small number of Russians 
in the Baltic provinces. He never went so far as Budilovich in terms of his 
thinking regarding the defense of Estonians and Latvians against the Ger- 
mans. In a memorandum sent to Provisional Governor-General Aleksandr 


Meller-Zakomel’skii in 1907, Vysotskii argued that Russians as the first and 


60 Quotation in Haltzel, Der Abbau, 104. See Richard S. Wortman, “The ‘Russian Style’ in Church Architec- 
ture as Imperial Symbol after 1881,” in Architecture of Russian Identity: 1500 to the Present, ed. James Cracraft, 
Daniel Rowland, 101-116 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003); Karsten Briiggemann, “Wie der Revaler 
Domberg zum Moskauer Kreml wurde: Zur lokalen Repräsentation imperialer Herrschaft im späten Zaren- 
reich,” in Imperiale Herrschaft in der Provinz: Repräsentationen politischer Macht im späten Zarenreich, ed. 
Jörg Baberowski, David Feest, and Christoph Gumb (Frankfurt am Main: Campus, 2008), 172-95. 

61 Weeks, “Official and Popular Nationalism,” 424. On Vysotskii, see Hirschhausen, Die Grenzen der Ge- 


meinsamkeit, 143-45. 
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oldest kulturtregery in the region were entitled to political representation 
despite their small share of the population of 5.4 percent in 1897. More- 
over, of all inhabitants, only the Russians possessed a kind of supra-national 
quality as born go-betweens, whereas the other nationalities were not able 
to free themselves of their national prejudices.® Resting on the authority of 
such figures as Fedor Dostoevskii and Vladimir Solovev, Vysotskii claimed 
that due to the “softness of the Slavonic nature,” Russian nationalism could 
never be aggressive or anti-human and would always only become active in 
terms of defending “the interests of the Russian nationality, the Russian re- 
ligion, and Russian culture” against the aggressions of inovertsy and inoro- 
dtsy.° This was written in 1910, when Vysotskii had already left the Okto- 
brists in order to join the Union of the Russian People. 

How Vysotskii imagined this natural Russian conciliator to act in the 
Baltic provinces if, at the same time, it was the obligation of every Russian 
to preserve the possessions of the Emperor and take arms against the “anni- 
hilators of the spiritual and material values of the Russian people” (mean- 
ing virtually all inhabitants of the littoral) remains a secret. In order to 
bring local administration into conformity with Russia, he proposed the 
introduction of zemstva in the Baltic provinces with the caveat that at least 
one third of all representatives in each province should be Russians. On- 
ly such a composition could serve the interests of the empire, meaning, of 
course, the interests of the ruling nationality, in order to lead to the com- 
plete sliianie (merger) of the littoral with Russia.“+ 

Much like in the case of Budilovich, it was an almost mythical belief 
in the qualities of the Russians that motivated people like Vysotskii. Pavel 
Pshenichnikoy, the author of a book on the Russians in the Baltic prov- 


inces, firmly supported the view that only Russian officials were capable 


62 Trudy Osobogo Soveshchaniia pri Vr. Pribaltiiskom General-Gubernatore, uchrezhdennogo Vysochaishim 
Ukazom 28 noiabria 1905 g. (Revel’: A. Mikvits, 1907); “Zapiska predsedatelia Russko-Pribaltiiskogo So- 
iuza 17 oktiabria I. I. Vysotskogo Osobomu soveshchaniiu pri vremennom pribaltiiskom general-guberna- 
tore, 1907 g.” in Imperskaia politika, 144-50, here 145, 147. 

63 IvanI. Vysotskii, Sushchnost i znachenie russkogo natsionalizma (Riga: “ASTRAY, 1910), 21-22. 

64 “Zapiska, predsedatelia,” 149-50. 
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of merging the region with Russia proper.°’ However, Vysotskii knew how 
difficult it was to define this category: to be fluent in Russian and a Rus- 
sian subject was not enough in his eyes to be “really” Russian.** And in- 
deed, what was the category of russkost’ worth if, during the campaigns for 
election to the State Duma in 1907, some Russians from Iur’ev openly sup- 
ported German candidates, claiming that the share of Russian deputies in 
the Duma was sufficient for the preservation of Russian interests? A sharp 
protest from the Iur’ev Oktobrists, which was fully supported by the corre- 
spondent of Okrainy Rossii (possibly Vysotskii himself), came to the con- 
clusion that co-nationals who opted for the Germans apparently were not 
“real Russians.”°” Apparently, not even birth was enough for Vysotskii who, 
besides all obstacles, remained true to his principles when in 1908 he de- 
manded that only “real Russians” (korennye russkie) be promoted to ser- 
vice in the administration of the Baltic provinces. “Real Russians,” in his 
view, were only those who supported the ideals of Alexander III. In order to 
guarantee peace in the provinces, he suggested fixing this regulation with a 
tsarist ukaz. How the ideals of Alexander III, which were abhorred by old 
and new local elites alike, would guarantee peace in the littoral was a ques- 
tion he obviously never asked. In 1910, he concluded, after all, that “hard 
work” was still to be done in the provinces.%? 

Actually, this demand appears in the most radical vision of Russifi- 
cation in the Baltic provinces known to the author thus far. Written by 
Vysotskii and the Riga chief of police Nikolai Balabin,”° this document was 
titled “Measures for the Affirmation and Maintenance of Russian Influ- 


ence in the Pribaltiiskii krai.””' Most strikingly, the authors predicted that 


65 Pshenichnikov, Russkie, 26-27. 

66 Vladislavs Volkovs, “Das Riga der Russen,” in Riga: Portrait einer Vielvölkerstadt am Rande des Zaren- 
reiches 1857-1914, eds. Erwin Oberländer and Kristine Wohlfart (Paderborn: Schöningh, 2004), 115-56, 
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the “artificially bred (not without support from the government)” Esto- 
nian and Latvian cultures are “doomed to die slowly”; these cultures had to 
be replaced with Russian culture, a process that might be accelerated with 
state interference. The number of Russian-born officials was to be increased 
and non-Russian cultural associations were to be strongly controlled by the 
government. In order to marginalize the non-Russian character of the re- 
gion, the authors suggested creating two administrative units along ethno- 
graphic borders Revel ’skaia and Rizhskaia provinces. Thus, according to 
this plan, the traditional topography based on the traditions of German 
Ritterschaften (corporations of nobility) should be erased; terms like Eston- 
skaia or Latyshskaia were, of course, out of the question since the “separat- 
ists” were not to be encouraged topographically. 

Most important, the authors suggested demographic “Russification,” or 
in their words, Russian “colonization,” thus recalling Russia’s mission civil- 
isatrice in the East, which was realized by peasant migration to Siberia. This 
had been suggested already in late 1905 by Budilovich, who dreamt of a broad 
colonization movement “like in the times of our veche-communities and old 
principalities,” evoking Russia’s assumed domination of the Baltic region 
prior to the arrival of Catholic missionaries and colonization.”* Of course, 
this Russian colonization was to be supported by the state also in terms of 
large subsidies for cultural efforts aimed at raising the national consciousness 
of both old and new Russians in the provinces. As I have discussed elsewhere, 
Russian westward colonization to the Baltic Sea was debated officially in cor- 
respondence between Prime Minister Stolypin and the Baltic Provisional 
Governor-General Aleksandr N. Meller-Zakomel’skii in 1908. It seems to me 
that the quoted memorandum by Vysotskii and Balabin (found in Stolypin’s 
papers) might have eventually convinced the Prime Minister that the risks 
and the costs of such a large-scale program would outweigh the benefits.” 

In this document, the authors made their goals clear first and fore- 


most in terms of security: they suggested the settlement of Russian fisher- 
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men along the Baltic coastline in order to defend the state border. In their 
view, inorodtsy collectively were to be singled out as potential traitors, and 
the blurred category of russkost’ again was used as a single marker of loyal- 
ty.7* In the context of these radical ideas, it is striking that after 1905, not 
even people like Vysotskii promoted the idea of making the Estonians and 
Latvians into Russians anymore. In this regard, the conversion movement 
of the 1840s and the decade of reforms under Alexander III were nostal- 
gically recalled as wasted opportunities. The authors did not bother with 
the question of what to do with Estonian and Latvian fishermen; but, at 
the same time, the governor-general did, at least to some extent, because 
he had to guarantee peace and order in the provinces entrusted to him. 
Meller-Zakomel’skii was a nationally minded officer who was, by no means, 
a defender of the traditional conditions in the Baltic provinces, and he, of 
course, had no sympathy for the German nobility there. But when Prime 
Minister Petr A. Stolypin asked him to suggest effective measures to foster 
Russian statehood (gosudarstvennost’) and culture in the Baltic provinces 
in 1908, Meller-Zakomel’skii provocatively suggested that if the state real- 
ly wants to support “Russian principles” in the littoral, the government had 
to organize Russian colonization on a mass scale; but it could not forget to 
compensate all those Estonians and Latvians who would be replaced by the 
newcomers with lands in Siberia and organize their resettlement.” Quite 
naturally, a massive project like this was out of the question. 

In their project, Vysotskii and Balabin went so far as to demand that 
Russian peasants from the central provinces be settled along railway lines in 
order to protect those vital lines of imperial communication from “Latvian 
or Estonian bands.”’¢ In this way, they advocated an ethnic preponderance 
to preserve state integrity that actually did not fit the multicultural land- 
scape of the borderland at all. The authors’ radical vision to rule lands and 


peoples in opposition to both the demographic majority and the old elites 
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alike almost logically led the authors to create a warlike scenario in which 
the government would survive only with the help of extraordinary mea- 
sures and, if necessary, the military. 

A memorandum about the situation of the Russians in the Baltic prov- 
inces produced in Mellet-Zakomel’skii’s chancellery in Riga offered a dev- 
astating picture.” Compared with Estonians and Latvians, the littoral’s 
Russians’ rates of illiteracy (although on par with those in St. Petersburg 
and Moscow) were high, and their education standards low. The memoran- 
dum suggested that any serious attempt to improve the economic situation 
of local Russians only (not to mention tens of thousands of future colonists) 
would have to involve at least 50,000 people in need of land. State land was 
partly rented out and, therefore, not immediately available. The text only 
implicitly suggested that it would be extremely difficult to communicate 
this redistribution of land to the masses of landless inorodtsy. Concerning 
the colonization project, however, the author was even more skeptical, since 
Latvians and Estonians displayed more endurance in their work and were 
better educated in the rural economy compared to average Russian peas- 
ants (not to mention the differences between Baltic sea fishing and Russian 
inland fishing). Thus, he doubted the competitiveness of Russian peasants 
from the internal provinces in the local environment without significant 
funds provided by the government and local authorities. 

Finally, the author of the memorandum made clear that strengthen- 
ing “Russian principles” in the Baltic provinces meant squaring the cir- 
cle. Whereas he convincingly described the Estonians’ and Latvians’ 
strong ambitions toward the “selfdetermination of their tribes,” he ar- 
gued in the same paragraph that the only way to improve “Russian princi- 
ples” was to “attract” Estonians and Latvians “to Russian culture and Rus- 
sian statehood.”’® But he offered no ideas about how this might ultimately 
be realized. In Vysotskii’s and Balabin’s mind, the state should establish 


and support local Russian theaters because “nothing conquers the sympa- 
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thies of the izorodtsy for Russian culture so easily and imperceptibly as the 
admiration (obaianie) for Russian art.”?? At the time, however, Estonians 
and Latvians had already quite successfully created their own national cul- 
tures with the establishment of their own theaters and operas. The obaianie 
for Russian culture was secured via translations into Latvian, just like one 
Riga-born Russian sarcastically had predicted already in 1901. According 
to him, Latvians of all social strata loved their translated Dostoevskii and 
Tolstoi at a time when Russian peasants as a rule had still no clue as to who 


these writers were.®° 
Securing the Loyalty of the Baltic Provinces after the Revolution of 1905 


A former governor of Livland province, Mikhail A. Zinov’ev, who resided 
in Riga from 1885 to 1895, stated in his first report to Alexander III that 
Riga was surely one of the “most valuable pearls in His Majesty’s crown.” 
According to him, however, it was rather “absurd” to turn this pearl into 
Smolensk or Tula because the empire could only learn from local institu- 
tions.*' Two decades later, Meller-Zakomel’skii had learned during his time in 
Riga from 1906 to 1909 that transforming the Baltic provinces “into Smolensk 
and Tula” was not only “absurd”: it would potentially lead even to a revival of 
the civil war that had ravaged parts of the provinces in 1905 and 1906. Even- 
tually, the provisional governor-general demonstrated that russkos¢’ as an in- 
dicator of loyalty could be quite misleading. Like Zinovev, he pragmatical- 
ly sensed the particular conditions in the Baltic provinces without trying to 
artificially impose onto the Baltic region criteria that were valid in the all- 
imperial context. 

Promoting russkost’ in the Baltic provinces as a means to defend the em- 


pire eventually did not convince even a staunch monarchist and military 
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man like Meller-Zakomel’skii. In his position he had to pacify a region dis- 
oriented and shattered by months of socially and ethnically motivated vi- 
olence. Most interestingly, he actually supported Vysotskii’s idea of ethnic 
curiae for the Russians because they had more historical rights to be repre- 
sented in the capital than did the Latvians. The general-governor also shared 
Vysotskii’s view of the Russians as born negotiators, and he suggested to St. 
Petersburg that the Baltic provinces might be well represented in the State 
Duma solely by Russian deputies. Possibly to the dismay of Vysotskii, how- 
ever, he favored the Riga Old Believers as potential representatives in Pe- 
tersburg, thus choosing a segment of the population that, in many aspects, 
was better integrated into local society.** In the long-term perspective, the 
advice Minister of the Interior Ivan N. Durnovo gave to the governor of Es- 
tland province, Prince Sergei V. Shakhovskoi, in early 1894 to “manage af- 
fairs in a routine manner” was the recipe of state officials in the Baltic prov- 
inces for years to come.* 

After the excitement of the revolutionary period, the Russian nation- 
alists in the littoral also reduced their alarmist rhetoric to a minimum. In 
the literature published on the occasion of the bicentennial of the incor- 
poration of the provinces into the empire, an author like the teacher Pavel 
Pshenichnikoy, whose text on the tragic fate of Russians as “foreigners” 
in the Baltic provinces was published by the Riga-based “Russian Nation- 
al Club ‘Beseda’,” did not reproduce the apocalyptic vision of the Okrainy 
Rossii article cited at the beginning of this chapter. In contrast, he was sure 
that the littoral would become permanently and tightly connected “with 
great Russia,” even if he made the important reservation that this was pos- 


sible only with the help of governmental reforms to be executed soon.*+ 
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Even Vysotskii was sure that the “unification process” was becoming ever 
more visible in the everyday life of the provinces, and that the “fundamen- 
tal frame” for the “unification with Russia and the Russian people of the 
Baltic provinces and their multiethnic inhabitants (raznoplemennoe nase- 
lenie; already existed.*’ By this “frame,” he obviously referred to the third 
State Duma, which, in his view, had the potential to revitalize the old Rus- 
sian representative body of zemskii sobor.’ 

In any case, concerning the antagonism between the interests of em- 
pire and nation, Vysotskii was quite aware of in 1910, he was convinced that 
Russia was still far from “major conflicts” between these “contradictory in- 
terests.” Neither the Finnish nor the Polish, the “German-Latvian” or the 
most serious of all, the Jewish question, in his view posed that kind of dan- 
ger because Russia would solve all these problems in a “human-progressive, 
good-hearted direction” without any repressions against “national self-es- 
teem” (natsional ‘noe samoliubie).*’ 

Vysotskii, therefore, provides a good example of the crystallizing effect 
the 1905 revolution had on the right-wing milieu of Russian nationalists, es- 
pecially those who lived in the non-Russian borderlands. After the “Pribaltii- 
skaia smuta,” any visions about a peaceful “Russification” of the Latvians and 
Estonians had become irrelevant. These were only consequential for nation- 
alists who advocated a national empire to envision a large-scale Russian col- 
onization of the littoral as the last resort of their expectations (not the least 
because the Germans, the other tiny demographic minority in the provinces, 
allegedly did the same). Voting as a form of legitimate representation was ac- 
cepted also by Vysotskii and others, but in a nationalizing environment, small 
ethnic groups facing these new conditions had no chance. The demographic 
majorities in the littoral, the Estonians and Latvians, however, would not vol- 
untarily leave their homeland (and one might wonder if resettlement or rath- 
er deportation to Siberia of tens of thousands of local peasants would still fall 


under the category of respecting “national self esteem”). 
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Finally, in hoping that the state would help realize their dreams of a tru- 
ly Russian Baltic borderland, nationalists in the empire, like Budilovich, 
or in the provinces, like Vysotskii, bet on the wrong horse. The continua- 
tion of the “coalition of aristocracies” with the Baltic nobilities, which was 
already much criticized at the time, not only provided no answer to the 
question of how to deal with the fact that, actually, the center increasing- 
ly needed to maintain its ties with the political representatives of the Es- 
tonians and Latvians (for example, as city leaders or Duma deputies). This 
traditional estate-based cooperation all of a sudden had no future because 
it came to an end, by and large, in August 1914 with the beginning of the 
Great War against Germany. When in late 1916 a project was presented to 
the Duma that aimed at the introduction of zemstva in the three provinc- 
es (Kurland and southern Livland were occupied by the German army at 
the time), the government was obviously helpless, even if this project would 
have meant full administrative “Russification,” without, however, the nec- 
essary numbers of Russians living in the littoral. Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Sergei D. Sazonov put it bluntly in his comment: this project would 
create a “system of national self-administration” in the provinces that was 
not tolerable because “little tribal groups” in the borderland should not be 
empowered by imperial law. Of course, the Germans could not maintain 
their previously dominant position, but without a “carefully thought out 
system of curiae-elections,” no balance of “all elements of the inhabitants” 
could be established.’ 

Thus, to keep the balance between the interests of the empire—to keep 
the provinces loyal and quiet—and those of the Russian nation—to estab- 
lish firm Russian control in the provinces—was indeed to square the cir- 
cle. In this political stalemate, any solution one might think of would meet 
with the protests of at least one of the parties involved. After August 1914, 
the demographic majorities whose delegates in the Duma constantly de- 
manded more rights for their loyal war effort felt entitled to raise the price 


for their consent to reforms. Only when the Provisional Government in 
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1917 eventually revoked the alliance of aristocracies and agreed to give lo- 
cal power to the demographic majorities was this stalemate broken. But by 
this point, the radical ethnic utopia of Vysotskii and Budilovich finally lost 
its relevance and, as one may argue, gave way to the nationalizing agendas 


of the Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians. 
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Russian Jews and the Russian Right: 
Why Were There No Jewish Right-Wing Politics 
in the Late Russian Empire? 


Vladimir Levin 


Several academic works have influenced research discourse more because of 
their impressive titles rather than their content, which is important in its 
own right.’ One of them is John D. Klier’s study, “Why were Russian Jews 
not Kaisertreu?” Klier asked why Jews were not loyal subjects of the Russian 
Empire, like they were in the neighboring German and Austro-Hungari- 
an empires. To answer this question, Klier described how the tsarist regime 
equated Jews with its enemies, the Poles, and imposed anti-Jewish legislation 
starting in the 1860s and especially after 1881. Finally, he stated that “the ju- 
deophobe mindset of the imperial government created conditions that ac- 
tively encouraged the movement of Jews into political opposition. . . . It be- 
came literally impossible for Jews to join the right-wing of Russian politics.”* 

To a large extent, Klier’s conclusion is correct and easily observable. 
However, in asking a question about Jewish political behavior, Klier was 
not actually speaking about the Jews, but about the approaches and mea- 
sures implemented by another actor, the imperial government. In his con- 


struction, the Jews are not the subject of politics but an object; their po- 
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litical choices are explained as a reaction, not as an action. The aim of this 
chapter, in contrast, is to examine the attitudes and approaches of Kai- 
sertreu Jews as political actors in the Russian Empire. While the participa- 
tion of Jews in the revolutionary movement has been a constant subject of 
discussion in historiography since the 1900s,’ and Jewish liberals were add- 
ed to the discussion starting in the 1980s,+ Jews with a conservative and 
monarchist Weltanschauung have been ignored by scholars for a century. 
For the sake of this research, I will employ a simplified depiction of the 
political map of pre-revolutionary Russia, dividing it into two broad catego- 
ries, the left and the right, therefore disregarding the very significant differ- 
ences within those camps. While the left sought drastic changes and was 
commonly defined as “the opposition,” the main prerequisite for belonging 
to the right was loyalty to the existing regime. The right, or conservative, 
camp included the extreme right, which believed in unlimited autocracy 
and opposed capitalism and parliamentarianism, the Russian Nationalists 
who sought to convert the empire into the national state of the Russian 


people, the liberal Union of October 17, who preferred constitutional mon- 
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archy and sought further moderate reform, and a variety of different groups 
in-between. Loyalty to the tsar and his government and the rejection of rev- 
olutionary changes was their common denominator. 

Research on Kaisertreu Jews in Russia is not an easy task. Since any 
political activities were outlawed before the 1905 Revolution, those who 
wanted to change things—the revolutionaries—quite naturally produced 
much more written evidence of their ideas and actions than those who were 
pleased with the existing situation, that is, the loyalists. Thus, we have ma- 
ny more sources, both primary and secondary, on the underground Peo- 
ple’s Will (Narodnaia Volia), whose activists assassinated Alexander II in 
1881, than on the underground Holy Brotherhood (Sviashchennaia Dru- 
zhina), which appeared in 1881 in order to prevent a future regicide.’ Bar- 
on Horace (Goratsii) Gintsburg (Giinzburg),° a person who could right- 
fully be called “the spokesman” of Russian Jewry, might have been one of 
the members of this Holy Brotherhood.” Gintsburg was one of the rich- 
est Jewish entrepreneurs of the period and one of the most prominent ex- 
amples of a Kaisertreu Jew; as such, he will be discussed below. There is no 
doubt, however, that he was not alone. As the famous economic historian 
Arcadius Kahan noted, the entrepreneurs would “better be thought to re- 
store equilibrium and promote their own economic and social status that 
to destroy an order.”® 

It is hard to define the number of Jewish conservatives who were con- 


tent with the existing order, but their presence is more than certain. If we 
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draw a parallel between one’s social-economic status and political views, we 
may assume that members of the higher status groups were more inclined to 
conservatism. Arcadius Kahan estimated the size of the Jewish bourgeoisie 
(defined as hereditary and personal nobility, honorary citizens, and guild 
merchants) in the Pale of Settlement in 1897 as 16,847 families. Since strict 
adherence to religion—as it will be demonstrated below—might also be 
considered a sign of conservatism, we may add those 19,127 Jews whom the 
1897 census registered as employed in “religious services” in the Pale.'® Ac- 
cording to these criteria, approximately 36,000 Jews might have been con- 
sidered conservatives according to their social status. This number, which is 
clearly an underestimation, is comparable with the combined membership 
of 78,000 in four Jewish revolutionary parties at the peak of their populari- 
ty, which was obviously inflated for propagandistic reasons." 

The 1905 Revolution made political and societal activities more or less le- 
gal; it created the major arena for political action, the elected State Duma; and 
it removed the majority of restrictions on mass media. The possibilities for 
the expression of political views multiplied from participation in the Duma 
elections, to subscribing to and reading various newspapers, and membership 
in political parties or quasi-political organizations. While left-wing political 
forces still could not operate freely, the government tolerated and support- 
ed right-wing parties, organizations, and newspapers. This chapter examines 
the strategies conservative Jews employed to express their political views in 
the last decade of the Russian empire, when the public activities of right-wing 
forces became widespread. What options were open to them in Russian con- 
servative politics? Which groups in right-wing political circles were willing to 
accept like-minded Jews? My main argument is that Jews with conservative 
political convictions attempted to find a common language with some right- 


wing groups and to cooperate with them on tactical issues. At the same time, 
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the total rejection of Jews by the right-wing politicians was beginning to show 


cracks after 1907, and especially during World War I. 
Jews and the Right 


The most obvious choice for Jews who identified themselves with the tsar- 
ist regime and the values of the Russian Empire as the state of Russians was 
to convert to Russian Orthodox Christianity, which meant they stopped 
being Jews according to the imperial law. Indeed, there were several bap- 
tized Jews who became active in Russian right-wing circles, for example 
Ilia Gurland or Savelii Efron (Litvin).'* This strategy, however, was very 
personal and not many individuals were prepared to use it. Those Jews 
who remained true to the tenets of Judaism but shared conservative polit- 
ical views and wished to participate in political activities had to look for 
other options. It is possible to speak about three strategies that, at least in 
theory, were open to conservative Jews after the 1905 Revolution and the 
emergence of public and parliamentary politics: (1) joining Russian right- 
wing organizations; (2) establishing Jewish right-wing organizations; and 


(3) cooperating with the Russian right. 


Joining Russian right-wing organizations 


The option to join right-wing organizations was almost nonexistent for 
Jews in Russia since all right-wing monarchist organizations explicitly pro- 
hibited Jews and baptized Jews from entering their ranks.'* Those organi- 


zations professed strong, sometimes mystical antisemitism, and according 


12 OnGurland, see A. Likhomanoy, “I.Ja. Gurliand and evreiskii vopros v Rossii,” Vestnik Evreiskogo univer- 
siteta v Moskve 4 (1993): 142-53; on Efron, see Svetlana Natkovich, “Savelii efron ve-ha-midrag ha-anti- 
shemi: le-dyukano shel mashmitz,” Zion 83 (2018): 33-69. 

13 On conversions in the Russian Empire, see Ellie Schainker, Confessions of the Shtetl: Converts from Juda- 
ism in Imperial Russia, 1817-1906 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2017). 

14 See, e.g., the 1905 bylaws of the Union of the Russian People, A. Chernovskii, ed., Soiuz russkogo naro- 
da: po materialam Chrezvychainoi sledstvennoi komissii Vi remennogo pravitel stva, 1917 g. (Moscow-Len- 
ingrad: Gosudarstvennoe izdatel’stvo, 1929), 414. A useful introduction to Russian right-wing organiza- 
tions in English is Don C. Rawson, Russian Rightists and the Revolution of t905 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1995). 
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to Semion Goldin, considered Jews to be “the Other” of the Russian state." 
They were clearly not interested in mobilizing Jewish support. For exam- 
ple, the head of the Union of the Russian People in Odessa, Count Alexei 
Konovnitsyn, published an appeal to Jews in August 1907, in which he de- 
manded that Jews reject revolution and express repentance. He also insisted 
that Jews unite in a union “under the banner of the Union of the Russian 
People.” This wording made it clear that Konovnitsyn did not want Jews 
in his Union of the Russian People, but he did encourage them to orga- 
nize separately under the same slogans."¢ Joining right-wing organizations 
or activities could be dangerous for Jews: Ilya Gerasimov described a case in 
Kazan, when a Jew Kissin participated in the “patriotic” demonstration in 
October 1905, but ended up as a victim of the anti-Jewish pogrom.” 

The only party on the loyalist part of the Russian political spectrum 
that attempted to attract Jewish followers was the Union of October 17 
(the Octobrists). In 1906, a “group of Jews-members” of the Union pub- 
lished a brochure in which they called on “the Russian Jews” to join the par- 
ty and to support it in the elections to the State Duma.’* Notably, the copy 
of the brochure in the National Library of Israel bears the ex libris of Ahad 
Haam (Asher Zvi Ginsberg), the ideologue of cultural Zionism whose gen- 
eral political views were quite conservative.” The moderate liberal Union of 


October 17 could hardly be called a genuine right-wing party.*° However, 


15 Onantisemitism on the Russian right, see Rogger, Jewish Policies and Right-Wing Politics; Lowe, The Tsars 
and the Jews. On Jews as “the Other” of the Russian Empire, see Semion Goldin, “Evrei kak poniatie v isto- 
rii imperskoi Rossii,” in “Poniatiia o Rossii”: K istoricheskoi semantike imperskogo perioda, vol. 2 (Moscow: 
NLO, 2012), 374. Cf. a phrase of a historian of the Russian Right, Andrei Ivanov, that the notion of a Jew 
was “a kind of definition of concentration of the global evil” [opredelenie nekoego sosredocheniia mirovo- 
go zla] — A.A. Ivanov, Pravye v russkom parlamente: ot krizisa k krakhu (1914-1917) (Moscow-St. Peters- 
burg: Al’ians-Arkheo, 2013), 431. 

16 Chernovskii, Soiuz russkogo naroda, 230. 

17 Ilya Gerasimov, Plebeian Modernity: Social Practices, Illegality, and the Urban Poor in Russia, 1906-1916 
(Rochester: University of Rochester Press, 2018), 69. 

18 Vozzvanie k russkim evreiam ot gruppy chlenov-evreev partii “Soiuza 17-go oktiabria” (Moscow: Tip. Zabal- 
dueva, 1906). 

19 On Ahad Haam, see Steven J. Zipperstein, Elusive Prophet: Ahad Haam and the Origins of Zionism (Lon- 
don: Peter Halban, 1993). 

20 On the Union of October 17, see, for example, A.Ia. Avrekh, Stolypin i tret ia duma (Moscow: Nauka, 1968); 
Ben-Cion Pinchuk, The Octobrists in the Third Duma, 1907-1912 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 
1974); Valentin Diakin, Samoderzhavie, burzhuaziia i dvorianstvo v 1907-1911 gg. (Leningrad: Nauka, 1978). 
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from the very beginning it supported the government, and its position re- 
garding the Jewish question was ambiguous. The demand for equal rights 
for all appeared in its program, but the Octobrists in the Duma never even 
attempted to put it to a vote; moreover, they often voted for new restrictions 
on Jews.™ The prominent Russian-Jewish socialist Mark Ratner wrote in 
1912: ‘the tendencies to go hand in hand with the Octobrists that appeared 
in certain circles of bourgeois Jewry, were immediately suppressed when the 
genuine political mood of this party, [which was] not ready to do anything 
to establish the equality of nationalities and the removal of the Jewish lack 
of rights, became clear.”** Indeed, the abovementioned brochure is the only 


evidence that the Union of October 17 had any Jewish members. 


Establishing Jewish right-wing organizations 


While Jews could not join right-wing unions, they could, theoretically, es- 
tablish their own right-wing organizations. However, we know about on- 
ly one such organization, founded in Odessa in 1910-11. Its name was “The 
Society of Jews Praying for the Wellbeing of the Tsar and the Government” 
(Hevrat mitpalelim li-sheloma shel malkhut), and its aim was to dissemi- 
nate among Jews “the importance of belief in God and of the devotion to 
the autocracy and government.” Odessa’s governor, Ivan Tolmachiov, one 
of the few high-ranking administrators who clearly distinguished between 
the loyal “Jewish masses” and the “harmful” Jewish intelligentsia, support- 
ed this society.” The bylaws of the “Society of Jews Praying for the Govern- 
ment” were approved not at the provincial level, as could have been done ac- 
cording to the 1906 law on public associations, but by the deputy minister 
of the interior, Sergei Kryzhanovskii. Newspapers, however, ridiculed the 


establishment of the society and described it as a trick by a certain melamed 


21 Foran analysis of the Octobrists’ position on the “Jewish question,” see Lowe, The Tsars and the Jews, 263- 
67. See also Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 66-67. 

22 M.B.Ratner, “Politicheskie dvizheniia,” Evreiskaia entsiklopediia, vol. 13,ed. A. Garkaviand L. Katsenel’son 
(St. Petersburg: Obshchestvo dlia nauchnykh evreiskikh izdanii and Brokgauz-Efron, 1912), 645. 

23 On Tolmachiov’s attitude to Jewish religious Orthodoxy, see Vladimir Levin, “Orthodox Jewry and the 
Russian Government: An Attempt at Rapprochement, 1907-1914,” East European Jewish Affairs 39, no. 2 
(2009): 192-93. 
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(a teacher in a private one-room Jewish religious school), Lev (or Moisei) 
Kenis, to get permission for opening a private synagogue in his apartment.*+ 

It is not accidental that the only Jewish right-wing society was a reli- 
gious one, “praying for the tsar,” and not, for example, one that promoted 
street demonstrations. Jewish monarchism was very often (but not always) 
closely connected to religion. Religious orthodoxy was the most conserva- 
tive force on the “Jewish street,” and it always stressed that deep devotion 
to religious observance includes loyalty towards the existing regime and 
fierce opposition to revolutionary movements. Ilia Lurie has already point- 
ed out the amazing similarity between the anti-modernist views of Rabbi 
Sholom Duber Schneersohn of Lubavitch and the conservative thinking 
of the highest Russian officials of the late nineteenth century, like, for in- 
stance, Konstantin Pobedonostsev.* 

The opposition of orthodox rabbis to Jewish revolutionaries before 1905 
has been discussed by several scholars,** and recently David Fishman re- 
searched the Orthodox rabbis’ display of loyalty in 1901-04.” The loyal- 
ist and monarchist views of these rabbis were expressed in their speeches 
and writings on particular occasions, while attempts to found an organiza- 
tion were unsuccessful. Some Orthodox leaders tried to create an organiza- 
tion “Mahzikei Ha-Dat” in 1901-03, but their plans failed.** Some leading 


rabbis might have been involved in discussions regarding the idea of a con- 


24 See Hed ha-zman 37 (February 12, 1910): 1; Hed ha-zman 51 (March 1, 1911): 3; Evreiskii mir 9 (March 4, 
1911): 33-343 Evreiskii mir 12 (March 25, 1911): 26; Chernovskii, Soiuz russkogo naroda, 296-97. 

25 Ilia Lurie, Milhamot liubavich: hasidut habad be-rusiyah ha-tsarit (Jerusalem: Zalman Shazar Center, 
2018), 240-42. 

26 Mendelsohn, Class Struggle in the Pale, 104-10; Eli Lederhendler, Jewish Responses to Modernity: New 
Voices in America and Eastern Europe (New York: New York University Press, 1994), 69-76; Gershon Ba- 
con, “The Rabbinical Conference in Kraków (1903) and the Beginning of Organized Orthodox Jewry,” in 
“Let the Old Make Way for the New”: Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Eastern European Jewry 
Presented to Immanuel Etkes, ed. David Assaf and Ada Rapoport-Albert, vol. 2 (Jerusalem: Zalman Sha- 
zar Center, 2009), 215*-17*. 

27 David Fishman, ““The Kingdom on Earth Is Like the Kingdom in Heaven’: Orthodox Responses to the 
Rise of Jewish Radicalism in Russia,” in “Let the Old Make Way for the New”: Studies in the Social and Cul- 
tural History of Eastern European Jewry Presented to Immanuel Etkes, ed. David Assaf and Ada Rapoport- 
Albert, vol. 2 (Jerusalem: Zalman Shazar Center, 2009), 227*-59*. 

28 On Mahzikei Ha-Dat, see Vladimir Levin, “Knesset israel: ha-miflagah ha-politit ha-ortodoksit ha-risho- 
nah ba-imperiyah ha-rusit,” Zion 76 (2011): 34-35. 
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servative political party of orthodox Jews, formulated by Faivel Meir Gets, 
which apparently took place in 1903. The aim of the party was to oppose an- 
tisemites on the one hand and the Jewish revolutionaries on the other. The 
existence of such a party would have been enough, according to Gets, to re- 
move “the responsibility for rebels” from “all Jews of our country.” At the 
same time, notwithstanding his proclaimed conservatism and loyalty to the 
regime, Gets stressed that the party must strive for the full emancipation of 
Jews, but not through violence and rebellion.*? In other words, Jewish con- 
servatives could support the existing regime but not in the issue of Jewish 
civil equality. 

Only after the subduing of the revolutionary turmoil did some prom- 
inent orthodox leaders begin working on the creation of an orthodox po- 
litical party. After several preparatory steps undertaken during 1907, the 
“Knesset Israel” society was officially announced in January 1908.3° The 
governor of Vil’na Dmitrii Liubimov approved the bylaws of the new orga- 
nization, regarding it as having “a pure conservative character without anti- 
governmental aims,” that aroused opposition from the “Jewish youth and 
progressive-minded Jews.”3' However, neither the bylaws of Knesset Israel 
nor its public charter written by Rabbi Haim Ozer Grodzensky included 
any reference to conservatism or loyalty to the regime. In fact, both doc- 
uments contained direct references to the legal equality of Jews.3* The au- 
thorities used this demand for emancipation in the bylaws to ban Knesset 


Israel in 1911.33 However, the activities of Knesset Israel had already ceased 


29 The text was published in Hebrew in 1907, Dr F. M-r [Faivel Meir Gets], Ad matai tabrishu! Kol kore le- 
shlumei emunei israel (Vilna, 1907) and printed again as the last chapter of a Russian brochure, M.B. [Faiv- 
el Meir Gets], V svete pravdy (Moscow, 1908). In the Russian brochure (p. 3), Gets claimed that the text was 
prepared in 1903. For the discussion of Gets’s plans, see Levin, “Knesset israel,” 38-39. 

30 On Knesset Israel, see Levin, “Knesset israel”; Vladimir Levin and Ilia Lurie, “Formirovanie evreiskoi 

ortodoksal’noi politiki,” in Istoriia evreiskogo naroda v Rossii: ot razdelov Pol’shi do padeniia Rossiiskoi im- 

perii, 1772-1917, ed. Ilia Lurie (Moscow and Jerusalem: Gesharim-Mosty Kultury, 2012), 387-88. 

Russian State Historical Archives (RGIA), f. 821, op. 9, d. 63, l. 31-36. 

Ustav obshchestva Kneset Isroel’ (Vilna, 1908), 2; Sefer ha-takanot me-agudat knesset israel (Vilna, 1908), 

2; Aharon Surasky, Raban shel israel: prakim be-masekhet hayyav u-foalo shel... rabbi haim ozer grodzen- 


a 


w w 
v 


sky ... mi-vilna (Bnei Brak: Netzah, 1971), 40; Haim Ozer Grodzensky, Abiezer: kovetz igrot, ed. Aharon 
Surasky vol. 1 (Bnei Brak: Netzah, 1970), 257-60, vol. 2, 626-27; Haim Ozer Grodzensky, Iggerot r. haim 
ozer, 2nd edition, vol. 2 (New York: Yeshiva u-Metivta Rabeinu Yaakov Yosef, 2001), 93-96. 

33 Severo-zapadnyi golos 1573 (January 29, 1911): 3. 
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two years earlier, in the winter of 1908-09, when its founders abandoned 
their attempts to create a viable organization and joined the discussion with 
German Orthodox rabbis over the establishment of Agudat Israel. On the 
one hand, the first attempt to establish an orthodox political organization 
failed since the traditional values Jewish orthodox leaders wished to pre- 
serve did not include mass political activities. On the other hand, politics 
during the 1905 Revolution, which served as the reference point for the 
founders of Knesset Israel, were so anti-government that even the most con- 
servative Jewish leaders refrained from expressing their conservatism. They 
did not dare using monarchist rhetoric in their public appeals, and many 
of them probably sincerely believed that the discrimination against Jews 
should be eliminated from Russian legal codes. 

The first years after the end of the 1905 revolution were marked by the high 
hopes of Jewish orthodoxy to cooperate with the government. I have discussed 
this attempt at cooperation elsewhere;** here I would like to stress only one as- 
pect of Orthodox activity. In the years 1907-10, countless texts produced by 
leading rabbis reiterated the idea that the strict adherence to the values of Ju- 
daism demanded loyalty to the tsar and the state. This was the main argument 
of Orthodoxy in its search for support from the government of Petr Stolypin. 
On several occasions, orthodox leaders adopted the mode of behavior specific 
to Russian monarchist unions.*> For example, the assembly of orthodox rab- 
bis in Warsaw opened on December 30, 1908 with a prayer for the tsar, the 
singing of the Russian imperial anthem, and the sending of a telegram to the 
tsar through Stolypin. The next day, the rabbis cabled new year greetings to 
Stolypin, the Governor General of Poland, the Governor of Warsaw, and the 
governors of their provinces.3* The assembly of orthodox rabbis in Vil’na in 
April 1909 also prayed for the tsar and thanked the Ministry of Interior, the 


Governor General and the polizeimeister.3’ Nonetheless, the efforts of Ortho- 


34 Levin, “Orthodox Jewry and the Russian Government.” 

35 On the rituals of right-wing organizations, see Heinz-Dietrich Löwe, “Political Symbols and Rituals of the 
Russian Radical Right, 1900-1914,” Slavonic and East European Review 76 (1998): 441-66. 

36 Levin, “Orthodox Jewry and the Russian Government,” 193. 

37 Ibid., 195. 
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doxy in 1909-10 were fruitless and did not garner any flexibility in the gov- 
ernment attitude toward their case. In subsequent years, the hopes for coop- 
eration with the government disappeared and disillusioned orthodox leaders 


became less effusive in expressing their monarchism.?* 


Cooperation with the Russian right 


While those Jews who professed rightist and monarchist views could not 
join Russian organizations and did not succeed in establishing parallel Jew- 
ish ones, they could try to cooperate with right-wing parties on tactical is- 
sues. Since all right-wing organizations opposed the very idea of Jewish 
equality, the prerequisite for such cooperation was pushing the issue of full 
emancipation aside. 

This was the politics conducted by one of the two Jewish members of the 
Third Duma, Lazar Nisselovich. Nisselovich believed that there were among 
the Octobrists and the rightists “honest, goodhearted people with a decent 
soul,” whose antisemitism was due to a lack of knowledge about the Jewish 
question. In November 1907, he told a Jewish newspaper that “we can— 
in private talks and constant meetings—show them their error and prove 
their injustice toward and abuse of Jews in order to destroy [their] prejudice 
against us and turn their hearts to our good.”? In April 1908, Nisselovich 
indeed spoke with the heads of the non-oppositional factions in the Duma 
about the introduction of a bill on Jewish emancipation. He received prom- 
ises from the leader of the Right Faction Count Alexei Bobrinskii, the head 
of the Moderate Right Faction Count Vladimir Bobrinskii, and the lead- 
er of the Octobrists Aleksandr Guchkov that they would not oppose the 
transfer of the bill to the commission.*° This move, however, did not mate- 
rialize, and from then on, Nisselovich no longer counted on the support of 
the moderate and extreme right. His most important initiative in the Du- 


ma, the bill on the abolition of the Pale of Settlement, was introduced in 


38 Ibid., 196-98. 

39 I. Solodukha, “Sihah im ha-deputat l.n. nisselovich,” Hed Hazman 61 (November 10, 1907): 1. 

40 “Okolo Gosud. Dumy,” Rassvet 16 (April 26, 1908): 18-19; “O evreiskom predstaviteľ ’stve v Dume,” Ras- 
svet 16 (April 26, 1908): 1—4; L.N. Nisselovich, “Pravda prevyshe vsego I,” Rassvet 26 (June 29, 1912): 5. 
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1910 with the signatures of 166 Octobrists (in addition to all oppositional 
Duma members). The Octobrists, however, also made sure that the bill was 
never discussed in the parliamentary commission, and that it “died” there." 

Nisselovich’s attempts to cooperate with pro-government forces and 
even with antisemites were not fruitful. Nonetheless, similar tactics were 
proposed during the elections to the Fourth Duma in 1912.4 For exam- 
ple, the crown rabbi of Pavlograd in Ekaterinoslav province, Elyakim 
Belen’kii, suggested that one half of Jewish voters should vote for the op- 
position and the other half for right-wing parties.*? Genrikh Sliozberg, 
one of the most prominent Jewish activists, said in 1912 that there is a dif- 
ference between the extreme right faction, which is “pointedly antisemit- 
ic” and the Nationalist faction, “which has a political program, it stands on 
the basis of the Manifesto of 17 October, and deals not only with the Jew- 
ish question but has other goals as well.” Sliozberg hoped it would be pos- 
sible to make arrangements with the Nationalists since “they are our old 
acquaintances.”*4 Indeed, the majority of the Nationalist faction leaders 
were gentry from the southwestern region—the traditional area of Jew- 
ish settlement since the sixteenth century.* The only immediate result of 
Sliozberg’s statement was that his political adversaries did not miss the op- 
portunity to accuse him of shtadlanut—the traditional practice of lob- 
bying for Jewish interests through personal intercession, which was con- 
sidered to be selfhumiliating by proponents of mass politics. Taking into 


account that the idea of making arrangements with the Nationalists was 


41 Onthe episode with the bill, see Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 75-91. 

42 On Jewish participation in the elections to the Fourth Duma, see Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 
97-112. 

43 Sh. [Leo Shternberg], “Po stopam g. Nisselovicha,” Novyi Voskhod 30 (July 26, 1912): 1; D.S. [Daniel Pas- 
manik], “Nad kem smeiotes’?” Rassvet 32 (August 10, 1912): 5-7. 

44 V.Gr. [Vladimir Grossman], “A geshprakh mit h. sliozberg,” Haint 125 (May 31, 1912): 2; Obozrevatel’, 
“Otkliki izbiratel’noi kampanii,” Rassvet 31 (August 3, 1912): 11-13. 

45 On the Russian Nationalists, see Robert Edelman, Gentry Politics on the Eve of the Russian Revolution: 
The Nationalist Party, 1907-1917 (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1980); Löwe, The Tsars 
and the Jews, 278-82; D.A. Kotsiubinskii, Russkii natsionalizm v nachale XX stoletiia: Rozhleniie i gibel 
ideologii Vserossiisskogo natsional nogo soiuza (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2001); Klimenti I. Fedevitch and Kli- 
menti K. Fedevitch, Za Viru, Tsaria i Kobzaria: Malorosiis ki monarkhisty i ukrains kyi natsional nyi rukh 
(905-1917 roku) (Kiev: Krytyka, 2017). 
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expressed in the framework of Sliozberg’s electoral campaign in Odessa, it 
is logical to suppose that he hoped to attract affluent Jews, who comprised 
45 percent of voters in the first curia in that city.*® 

All in all, attempts to cooperate with right-wing organizations did not 
bring about the expected results. The expectations of conservative Jews did 


not coincide with the attitudes of Russian right-wing politicians. 
Jews on the Right 


In his seminal work On Modern Jewish Politics, Ezra Mendelsohn stated 
that “the Jewish right is more difficult to define than the Jewish left.”4” 
Speaking about the interwar period, he singled out Agudat Israel and Revi- 
sionist Zionism as the Jewish right. However, while this distinction works 
in the framework of Jewish politics, it does not translate well to the general 
political spectrum that existed in “the officially antisemitic empire.”** The 
above description of attempts to find a common language with the Russian 
right mentions several Jewish activists who could be defined as potential- 
ly Kaisertreu. The analysis of their Weltanschauung shows, however, a ma- 
jor difference between them and their Russian loyalist counterparts, nota- 
bly their demand for Jewish emancipation. 

It is hard to define the views of Lazar Nisselovich, which seem to be 
quite eclectic. He belonged to the faction of the Constitutional Democrat- 
ic Party (Kadets) in the Third Duma, but severely criticized the faction and 
its leader Pavel Miliukov for their tactics regarding the Jewish question. 
His attempt to enlist the support of Rabbi Sholom Duber Schneersohn of 
Lubavitch in the electoral campaign for the Fourth Duma may testify to 
the closeness of his views with those of one of the most conservative Ortho- 


dox leaders in the empire, but there is no way to confirm this assumption.*? 


46 On the elections to the Fourth Duma in Odessa, see Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 100-102. 
47 Ezra Mendelsohn, On Modern Jewish Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), 33. 

48 Ibid., 60. 

49 Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 102-3. On Schneersohn, see Lurie, Milhamot liubavich. 


369 


VLADIMIR LEVIN 


Genrikh Sliozberg, in contrast, was known for his conservative outlook.°° 


In his memoirs, completed in Paris in 1933, he stressed that he did not join 


any party in 1905-06 although the majority of Jews supported the Kadets. 


According to Sliozberg, 


It was impossible for Jews to support the candidates of the extreme right- 
wing parties and even Octobrists. .. . Not because the Jews were of a radi- 
cal disposition in the general political sense and accepted all points of the 
Kadet program, including the autonomy of Poland (one of the major differ- 
ences between the Kadets and the Octobrists), emancipation of women etc. 
But the Party of People’s Liberty [Kadets] was the only one besides the rev- 
olutionary parties that openly included in its program the equalization of 
Jewish rights with those of other populations. The Octobrists did not dare 
to do this, in my mind, not because of antisemitism and not because of the 
lack of understanding of the necessity for equality of all citizens before the 
law in a constitutional state, but out of tactical considerations. In this re- 
spect, they wanted to go hand in hand with the right and reactionary el- 
ements and not to differ significantly from the mood of the government, 


whose support they sought.*" 


This description reveals a very positive approach to the Octobrists. Ac- 


cording to Sliozberg, they were neither antisemites nor anti-constitutional- 


ists, but their tactic was to follow the government, and therefore, they did 


not support Jews. 


In his other works written after the 1917 revolution, Sliozberg expressed 


even more right-wing views. For example, he wrote that the “granting of 


the constitution in 1905 was a little bit premature,” since the reforms pro- 


claimed on December 12, 1904 “improved the regime and gradually in- 


50 


ŞI 
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troduced the expansion of liberties.” He also clearly preferred the State 
Council to the State Duma since it had no extreme politicians on either the 
right or left. One may consider these views to be a result of the revolution 
and emigration, but it seems that Sliozberg was always a conservative who 
cooperated with the Kadets simply because of their position on the Jewish 
question. According to his memoirs, after the publication of the October 
Manifesto in 1905, he left a meeting of the Union of Unions with the words 
“the struggle for the change of the regime is accomplished.” *+ Sliozberg even 
wrote that he was known as an “antirevolutionary conservative activist,” 55 
and this was how others remembered him.° It seems that if not for the Jew- 
ish question, Sliozberg clearly could have been a member of the Octobrist 
party or even of the moderate wing of the Union of Russian Nationalists. 

Sliozberg’s conservative political views found expression in his praise of 
the loyalty of Baron Horace Gintsburg, under whose auspices Sliozberg be- 
gan his carrier as the defender of Jewish interests in the courts and govern- 
mental agencies.” As early as 1910, Sliozberg stressed that “the main in- 
strument” of Gintsburg’s struggle for Jewish rights “was his absolute and 
complete loyalty.”5 In the 1930s, he wrote that Gintsburg’s “loyalty was 
preserved even after the revolutionary storm of 1905, notwithstanding the 
bad period of the pogroms that marked the victory of that revolution, and 
the sympathy of the tsar for the Union of the Russian People, which orga- 
nized those pogroms.”*’ In another place, Sliozberg mentioned “the deep 
loyalty [of Gintsburg] to the government and the dynasty.”°° 

Baron Horace Gintsburg was not the only Jewish notable to remain 


loyal to the regime in all matters except for the issue of Jewish equality. It 


52 Genrikh Sliozberg, Dorevoliutsionnyi stroi Rossii (Paris, 1933), 120. 
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seems that all his sons, as well as other prominent families such as the Brod- 
skii in Kiev and the Vysotskii in Moscow had a very conservative Weltan- 
schauung.* The Jewish nouveaux riche also followed suit. For example, Mo- 
ses Ginsburg, who made a fortune from supplying the Russian Pacific Fleet 
and the Port Arthur fortress, and who virtually replaced the Gintsburgs as 
the main benefactor of the St. Petersburg Jewish community, was described 
by the emigrant antisemitic newspaper Chasovoi in 1936 as “a great Russian 
patriot,” who was “at the same time a devoted monarchist and pious Jew.” 

Pious Jews, like the Russian monarchists, used to quote a verse from Prov- 
erbs 24:21, “My son, fear thou the Lord and the king, and meddle not with 
them that are given to change” as proof that Jewish Orthodoxy was devoted 
to the throne. David Fishman’s research of the Orthodox display of loyal- 
ty in 1901-04 demonstrates that “some rabbis were ideological—even theo- 
logical—monarchists; others believed that loyalty to the state was a religious 
duty; still others believed that the profession of loyalty and gratitude toward 
the tsar was prudent realpolitik for the vulnerable Jewish minority.”** Some 
Orthodox Jews opposed the idea of emancipation. Thus, in December 1906, 
a certain Peretz Zilberberg asked the ministers of the Interior and Financ- 
es not to grant Jews equal rights because it would be harmful for Jews and 
the state. Another anonymous petition stated that the “genuine Jews” do not 
need emancipation since their religion does not allow them to serve in the 
army and governmental offices.® Such views characterized only extreme Or- 
thodoxy, and only the most conservative rabbis could ignore the anti-Jewish 
politics of the Russian state. The mainstream of Orthodox leaders consid- 
ered emancipation a legitimate political goal as the examples of Knesset Isra- 


el and the party proposed by Faivel Meir Gets have shown. 
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Faivel Meir Gets, who formulated the idea of the conservative party, was 
an interesting figure who belonged to several camps simultaneously and, 
therefore, has not attracted sufficient scholarly attention. He was a Tal- 
mudic scholar who studied at the university (a fairly common occurrence) 
but did not abandon religious observance (not very common). He served 
as the learned Jew of the Vil’na educational district (i.e., he was a state of- 
ficial) and, at the same time, maintained close ties to orthodox rabbini- 
cal leaders, participated in the Russian and German Jewish press, and was 
a friend of the Russian philosopher Vladimir Solovev.% As one of the last 
maskilim, Gets was at home in German-Jewish culture and probably was 
influenced by the example of German-Jewish conservative politicians like 
Gabriel Riesser, who combined German patriotism with the struggle for 
Jewish emancipation. Similarly, the conservative political views of Gets in- 
cluded emancipation of the Jews, as seen in the program discussed above. 

In addition to notables and pious Jews, some Zionists might have shared 
conservative views, or at least understood the feelings of Russian nationalists, 
and been indifferent to the future of Russia. Indeed, the Zionist movement in 
Russia carefully avoided interference in Russian politics before the 1905 Rev- 
olution; however, this was not a matter of principle but rather behavior that 
enabled its semi-legal existence and its avoidance of police repression. When 
the Zionists entered politics in 1905 and converted their organization into a 
political party at the Helsingfors Conference in November 1906, they adopt- 


ed the demands of emancipation and national rights for Jews.‘ This clearly 
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placed them in the oppositional segment of Russian politics. An attempt by 
Zeev Jabotinsky, a young and charismatic Zionist leader, to conclude an elec- 
toral agreement with right-wing landowners in the elections to the Second 
Duma in the province of Volhynia was driven not by ideological affinity but 
by rational calculation. Jabotinsky thought that such an agreement might 
bring about the election of several “progressive” members of the Duma, Jews 
among them.** After the failure of this combination, the Zionists never again 
tried to cooperate with the Russian right. Some of them fiercely criticized the 
Kadets but did so from the position of Jewish civil and national equality. 
Despite discrimination and the intensification of state anti-Jewish poli- 
tics before 1914, the beginning of World War I caused an outburst of patri- 
otic feelings among the empire’s Jews. Their expressions were very similar 
to those of other Russian subjects. In St. Petersburg for example, the fes- 
tive prayer for the well-being of the imperial family and the victory of Rus- 
sian arms was held in the Choral Synagogue, and a telegram expressing loy- 
alty was sent to the tsar. Then a demonstration of Jews bearing portraits of 
the tsar and national flags marched to the office of the city governor and 
to the Winter Palace. At the Palace Square, the participants kneeled and 
sang the national anthem three times. They continued on to Anichkoy Pal- 
ace, the home of the dowager empress, and sang the anthem there too. On 
their way back to the synagogue, they again sang the anthem in front of the 
provincial governor’s office and the barracks of the military fleet.”° Simi- 
lar prayers for the victory of Russian arms in synagogues were accompanied 
by street demonstrations that included displaying the tsar’s portrait, flying 
flags, and singing the national anthem in many Russian cities and towns, 
starting with Odessa and ending with small shtetls like Ovruch and Brich- 
any.’' Some of those prayers took place on the birthday of the heir to the 


68 Onthis episode, see Vladimir Levin, “Russian Jewry and the Duma Elections, 1906-1907,” Jews and Slavs 
7 (2000): 242-43. 

69 On the political activities of the Russian Zionists in 1907-1914, see Levin, Mi-mahapekhah le-milhamah, 
183-209. 

70 Novyi Voskhod 29 (July 24, 1914): 11; Hatzfirah 177 (August 3 [16], 1914): 2. 

71 For the description of the prayer in the Great Synagogue of Odessa, which was followed by a demonstra- 
tion with the emperor’s portrait and for the prayer in the Brody Synagogue, see Hatzfirah 180 (August 6 


374 


Russian Jews and the Russian Right 


Russian throne, Alexis, on 30 July/12 August, which strengthened the dis- 
play of dynastic loyalty. We do not know who organized those demonstra- 
tions or who participated in them, but their broad geographical spread and 
their similarity to spontaneous displays of non-Jews (and their typologi- 
cal likeness to the usual behavior of the monarchists’ unions) enable us to 
speak about sincere expressions of loyalty.”* The demonstration of loyalty to 
the tsar was an accepted form for the expression of patriotism and loyalty to 
the country that did not involve the profession of monarchism or Russian 
nationalism. However, it is hard to imagine liberals or radicals kneeling in 
front of the emperor's palace.” 

Public expressions of Jewish loyalty to the tsarist regime became more 
common after the Revolutions of 1917 and the Civil War. Probably the best 
known figure was the prominent Zionist publicist Daniel Pasmanik who 
proclaimed his monarchism and Russian nationalism in the 1920s, as recent- 
ly discussed by Taro Tsurumi.” But he was not alone. For example, one of 
the participants of a Russian-Jewish meeting in Berlin in 1923 said that, “9 
out of 10 Jews miss the tsar.””> There is no reason to suspect that such feel- 
ings were not sincere. In contrast to the expressions of loyalty made while the 
regime was alive, there were no benefits to be derived from such statements 
in the 1920s. In fact, quite the opposite was true: Pasmanik was ostracized 


by the Zionist movement for his Russian nationalism. However, the views 
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expressed in the 1920s could have not reflected opinions from before the 
revolution. It is logical to suppose that the antisemitic tsarist regime might 
have looked less bad after the Bolshevik revolution, the Civil War, and emi- 
gration. Nonetheless, it is not very common for people to completely change 
their political outlooks. Therefore, the sympathy expressed in the 1920s for 
the fallen tsarist regime is an indicator that such sympathy was—or could 


have been—in existence, in one form or another, before 1917. 
The Right and the Jews 


Jews eager to cooperate with the right were usually antagonized by its an- 
tisemitism, but the right was by no means homogeneous or static. Without 
delving deeply into the issue of the rightist Weltanschauung and its trans- 
formation, I intend here to recall changes in attitudes towards Jews that 
might have permitted, in theory, the possibility of cooperation between 
conservative Jews and Russian monarchists and rightists. 

While during the 1905 Revolution the hierarchy of hostile ethnic groups 
and nationalities was very clear for right-wing politicians, and the Jews were 
viewed as the major danger, the pacification of the country and routine po- 
litical activities after 1907 made this hierarchy less unambiguous than be- 
fore. If the attempts of Jewish politicians to find a common language with 
the right began in 1907, it took more time for the rightist politicians to 
change their views on the Jews. In 1911, Vladimir Krupenskii and his fol- 
lowers left the Nationalist faction in the Duma and established a new fac- 
tion of Independent Nationalists. The ideology behind the split was the 
differentiated view of non-Russians put forth by Krupenskii. He claimed 
that certain groups of izorodtsy—Germans, Tatars, Armenians, Greeks, 
and Moldovans (Krupenskii came from Bessarabia where Moldovans were 
the majority)—were capable of assimilation into the Russian people and 
therefore should be emancipated; however, Finns, Poles, and Jews could not 


be assimilated.’° In spite of his vision of Jews as incapable of assimilation, 
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Krupenskii proposed an electoral agreement to the Jews of Bessarabia in 
1912. In exchange for the support of his party against the group of Vladi- 
mir Purishkevich, he offered the Jews representation in the Duma in the 
form of one seat from the province of Bessarabia.”” In the context of Rus- 
sian right-wing antisemitism, which viewed Jews as a mystical body primor- 
dially hostile to Holy Russia, Krupenskii’s proposal was not simply a tech- 
nical electoral alliance. It was a kind of legitimization of Jews, a redefinition 
of them in political terms, a recognition of their position as voters. In other 
words, Krupenskii did not become a philosemite, but he did begin to view 
the Jews as legitimate partners in Russian politics. 

We can view as a similar statement the article about the Beilis A ffair 
written by a prominent leader of the Russian Nationalist Party, Vasilii Shul- 
gin and published in 1913. Contrary to all right-wing activists who fiercely 
supported the accusation of Mendel Beilis as guilty of ritual murder, Shul- 
gin, claimed that there was no evidence of the ritual character of the mur- 
der and Beilis guilt.* As his long political career shows, Shulgin also did 
not become a philosemite, but he saw no need for artificially invented as- 
saults on the humanity of Jews. Krupenskii and Shulgin could be described 
as “rationalistic” antisemites who did not invest Jews with “supernatural” 
qualities but treated them as one among many groups of Russian subjects.” 

The beginning of World War I intensified this tendency. Jewish news- 
papers in August 1914 quoted the most prominent Russian antisemites, 
Vladimir Purishkevich and Alexei Shmakov. The former said that the Jews 
are Russian citizens and ready to protect the country with their lives,*° and 
the latter welcomed the patriotism of Jews.*' The change in Purishkevich’s 


attitude toward the Jews and its numerous public expressions caused con- 
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fusion among extreme rightists.** This sudden benevolence was an indica- 
tor of a rearrangement of the hierarchy of enemies. Germans held the first 
place, thus making the others look less threatening. 

In spring 1915, one of the key monarchist activists in Moscow Vasilii 
Orlov began to speak about abolition of the Pale of Settlement and even 
about civil equality for Jews.** In June 1915, Orlov established a new right- 
wing monarchist organization, the Motherland’s Patriotic Union (Otechest- 
vennyi patrioticheskii soiuz), the bylaws of which did not include the clause 
prohibiting Jews from becoming members but did explicitly prohibit Ger- 
mans from joining.** The theoretical possibility that Jews might become 
members of the Union triggered loud protests and ostracism by other right- 
wing organizations.* 

In August 1915, two other important developments took place. The first 
was the partial abolition of the Pale of Settlement by the Russian govern- 
ment. This drastic step was taken under pressure from the Allies after the 
mass expulsions of Jews from the front areas by the Russian army,*® but it 
also shows that the conservative ministers assumed the Jewish danger to be 
less serious than before. The second development was the establishment of 
the Progressive Bloc in the Duma and State Council. The Bloc included the 
majority of factions in the Duma, among them Krupenskii’s Independent 
Nationalists and Shulgin’s Progressive Nationalists, who also split off from 
the Nationalist faction. The Bloc’s program demanded “an entrance to the 


path of abolishing restrictions on the rights of Jews.”*7 While for the Ka- 
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dets such an ambiguous formula was a betrayal of their principle of equali- 
ty for all, it satisfied Russian nationalists. Though it did not promise eman- 
cipation, the program nonetheless recognized that the rights of Jews should 
be increased, contrary to the numerous statements of the Nationalists in 
previous years. 

All this demonstrates that the reading of the imperial Russian ethno- 
political map by right-wing forces was changing. Starting in the 1870s and 
especially during the 1905 Revolution, the Jews were seen as the most dan- 
gerous enemy Russia faced. As time passed, the Jewish danger was perceived 
as less threatening, and some right-wing politicians began to distinguish 
between individual Jews and the collective Jew. They began to view Jews as 
a national collective, hostile like the Polish nation, for example, but not a 
mystic entity striving to destroy Holy Russia. With the start of World War 
I, the Germans became the omnipotent mystical enemy.** Even those who 
continued to persecute Jews blamed them for being German supporters, 
that is, not for being the archenemy of Russia, but for being collaborators. 

There were many common features of the older hatred of Jews and the 
newly developed hatred of Germans. Eric Lohr stated that “for extreme 
right-wing organizations ... traditional anti-Semitic and anti-Polish themes 
merged seamlessly with new anti-German themes.”*? However, the appear- 
ance of the German archenemy led to a reappraisal of the place of the Jews. 
According to Mikhail Lykosov, “German imperialism temporarily replaced 


the Kahal” in rightists’ rhetoric.°° The antisemitism of the right-wing by 
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no means disappeared, but the importance of Jews as a hostile group di- 
minished.%' Thus, discussions about the abolition of the Pale of Settlement 
contained the idea that Russia could not fight with Germany and the Jews 
at the same time.’ Some right-wing leaders preferred to concentrate on 
the fight against Germany and reach a kind of “peace” or “truce” with the 
Jews. Instead of the complete exclusion professed earlier, they now adopted 
a policy of including the Jews in the ranks of those citizens fighting against 
Germany (but decidedly not of Jews’ integration into the Russian people). 
The Germans became “the Other” of Russian right-wing politicians during 


World War I. 
Conclusions 


As the discussion above has demonstrated, there were groups among Rus- 
sian Jewry who were loyal to the monarchy and professed conservatism in 
varying degrees. However, their acceptance of the existing order did not in- 
clude discrimination against the Jews, and despite their conservative polit- 
ical views, they strived to improve the situation of the Jews in Russia and 
to win full emancipation for them. Only very marginal groups voiced anti- 
emancipation demands. 

Notwithstanding the full endorsement of discriminatory politics by the 
right-wing politicians, there were Kaisertreu Jewish activists who attempt- 
ed to find common ground with them. Many others, it might be supposed, 
were eager to do so, but were antagonized by the virulent antisemitism of 
the monarchists, Russian nationalists, and even right-wing liberals. 

The antisemitism of the right, however, underwent changes after the 
end of the 1905 Revolution and especially after the outbreak of World 
War I. Had this change among some of the right-wing politicians been per- 
sistent, it might have enabled right-wing Jews to take a more active stance 


in Russian conservative politics. The Bolshevik takeover in 1917 and the 
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Civil War that followed, however, reversed this tenuous trend in favor of 
the “normalization” of the perception of Jews in the eyes of the Russian 
right. The association between the Bolsheviks and the Jews intensified an- 
tisemitism and once again, those Jews who were willing to fight the Bolshe- 
viks were prevented from joining the White Russian armies.” Thus, hatred 
of Jews barred any sort of genuine cooperation between Russian and Jew- 


ish conservatives. 


On the Jews and the Jewish question during the revolution and the Civil War, see, Egs Budnitskii, Rossi- 
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